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I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 
STATE O¥ THE SKILLED LABoUR MARKET IN AUGUST. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the ‘‘ Labour Gazette.” It 
is based on 2,361 returns, viz., 1,679 from employers, 542 from 
trade unions, and 140 from other sources. 

The general state of employment during August continued good, 
with little change compared with July. The percentage of unem- 
ployed members returned by Trade Unions was the same as in the 
two previous months, and lower than at any similar period since 
1890. 

In the 123 trade unions making returns, with an aggregate 
membership of 502,439, 11,573 (or 2°3 per cent.) were reported as 
unemployed at the end of August, the same percentage as in June 
and July, compared with 2°8 per cent. in the 117 unions, with a 
membership of 466,025, from which returns were received for 
August, 1898. 

Coal Mining.—The average number of days worked at coal 


‘mines in August was on the whole practically the same as in July 


and in August, 1898. Returns relating to collieries, at which 
387,376 work-people were employed, show that the average 
number of days worked per week was 5°18 in the four weeks 
ended August 26th, as compared with the same number in July 
and with 5:19 in August, 1898. The above statements do not 
include pits in South Wales and Monmouthshire, where a dispute 
was in progress in August, 1898. 

Iron Mining.—Employment continues good, the average time 
worked in August being on the whole practically the same as in 
July and in August, 1898. At mines employing 16,853 work- 


‘people the average number of days worked per week during the 
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four weeks ended August 26th was 5°74, as compared with 5-72 
days in July and 5:76 days a year ago. 

Pig Iron Industry.—Employment has improved in this industry, 
and is much better than a year.ago, at which time the South 
Wale: coal dispute was in progress. Returns relating to the works 
of 114 ironmasters show that they had 376 furnaces in blast at the 
end of August, or 4 more than at the end of July and 35 more than 
ayearago. The estimated number of workpeople employed was 
25,209, or 378 more than at the-end of July and 2,463 more than 

at the end of August, 1898, 


Tron and Steel manufacture —-Employment has remained good 
during August, and is better than a year ago, though it has been 
interrupted at some of the works by the’ hot weather and also by 

_local holidays. At the 223 works from which returns have been 
received 81,655 workpeople were employed in the week ended 
August 26th, 80,863 in the week ended July 29th, and 76,587 in 
the week ended August 27th, 1898. The average number of shifts 
worked in these three weeks were 5°47, 5:53, and 5°50 respectively. 


Tinplate Trade-——The improvement in employment has been 
maintained. It continues much better than a year ago. The 
number of mills working at the end of August was 390, employing 
an estimated number of 19,683 workpeople, compared with 396 
mills employing 19,614 workpeople at the end of July, and 290 
mills with 15,414 workpeople at the end of August, 1898. 

Employment in the Engineering and Metal trades has remained 
good in most branches. The percentage of unemployed union 
members in this group of trades at the end of August was 2°6 
‘compared with 2°5 in July. The percentage for August 1898 was 
3:0. 


In the Shipbuilding trades employment has continued brisk, the 
percentage of unemployed union members at the end of August 
being 1:5, compared with 1:4 in July, and 42 per cent. in August 
1898. 

Employment in the Building trades has remained good. The 
percentage of unemployed union members among carpenters and. 
plumbers at the end of August was 1:2, compared with 1-1 in 
July, and 0-9 per cent. in August of last year. 

In the Furnishing trades employment has been steady. The 
‘percentage of unemployed union members. at the end of August 
was the same as in July, viz. 1:9. The percentage for August 
1898 was also 1-9. 

Employment in the Printing and Bookbinding trades has fallen 
off owing to seasonal causes. The percentage of unemployed union 
members at the end of August was 5:9, compared with 3°9 in July. 
The percentage for August, 1898, was 4°6. 

Employment in the Paper trade has also fallen off. The per- 
centage of unemployed union members at the end of August was 

‘4-1, compared with 2°7 in July, and 5:3 per cent. in August, 1898. 
In the Glass trades the percentage of unemployed union 
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members at the end of August. was 6°38, compared with 9-4 in 
August of last year. gar 

Employment in the Leather trades has improved. The per- 
centage of unemployed union members at the end of August was 
2:5, compared with 3:1 in July, and 4:2 per cent. in August, 1898. 

‘Employment in the Boot and Shoe trade shows a further decline 
in most centres. 

‘Employment in the bespoke branch of the Tailoring trade is 
dull; in the ready-made branch it continues fairly good on the 
whole. 

Employment continues very good in the Spinning and Weaving 
branches of the Cotton trade. Information respecting Cotton 
factories employing about 79,000 women and girls, shows that 
97 per cent. of those in Spinning mills and the same percentage of | 
those in Weaving factories, were working in factories giving full 
employment during the month, comparing with 98 and 92 per 
vent, respectively in July, and with 90 and 75 per cent. a year ago. 

Employment in both the Woollen and Worsted trades is very 
good, In the Hosiery trade a'so, employment continues good. 


Trade Disputes.—Thirty-three fresh disputes occurred in 
August, 1899, involving 10,232 workpeople. The corresponding 
number of disputes in July was 51 involving 10,022 workpeople, 
and in August, 1896, 44, involving 10,457 workpeople. Of the 
33 fresh disputes in August, 1899, 5 occurred in the building - 
trades, 8 in mining, 6 in the metal, engineering and shipbuilding 
trades, 6 in the textile trades, and 8 in other industries. Of the 
43 new and old disputes, involving 11,639 workpeople, of which 
the termination is reported, 14 involving 5,575 persons were 
decided in favour of the workpeople; 13 involving 1,929 persons 
in favour of the employers; 15 involving 4,085 persons resulted in 
a compromise, while in the case of the remaining dispute, involving 
50 persons, work was resumed pending further negotiations. _ 

Changes in Rates of Wages.—Changes in the rates of wages 
of 26,380 workpeople were reported during August, of which 
number 26,126 received advances averaging 1s. 3d. per head, and 
254 sustained decreases averaging 2s. per head. The net result 
was an increase of about 1s. 34d. per head in the weekly wages of 
those affected. The increases were mainly in the building trades 
(3,311), iron and steel manufacture (8,209), engineering and ship- 
building trades (5,626), and textile trades (6,174). 

Changes affecting 2,001 workpeople were preceded by disputes 
causing stoppage of work. A change affecting 2,000 workpeople 
was arranged under a board of conciliation and arbitration, and the 
remaining changes affecting 22,379 workpeople were arranged by . 
direct negotiation between employers and workpeople or were 
conceded voluntarily by the employers. . 
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AncHors AND CHAIN CaBLes Act, 1899. 

_In the Anchors and Chain Cables Act, 1899, Sections 14 and 15, 
which are new, read as follows :-— 

14.—(i.) A person other than a licensed tester shall not— 

(a) Place on any anchor or chain cable or on any chain or 
cable any distinctive mark appointed by the Board of Trade for - 
any testing establishment under this Act, or any mark resembling 
that distinctive mark, or otherwise calculated to lead persons to 
suppose that the anchor, chain cable, chain or cable has been 
proved in accordance with this Act; or 

(b) Deliver any certificate or other document of a like character 
relating to the proof or testing of any anchor, or chain cable, or 
other chain or cable which resembles a certificate of proof delivered 
by a licensed tester, or is otherwise calculated to lead persons to 
suppose that the anchor, chain cable, chain or cable in respect of 
which it is delivered has been proved in accordance with this Act. 

(ii.) If any person acts in contravention of this section he shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanour. 

15.—(i.) Any person delivering a certificate or other document 
of a like character relating to the proof or testing of any anchor or 
chain cable, or other chain or cable shall, unless it is either an 
anchor or chain cable which has been proved in accordance with 
this Act, or a chain or cable (not being a chain cable) which has 
been proved at a testing establishment in respect of which a licence 
granted under this Act was in force at the time of proof, place in 
some conspicuous part of the certificate or document in such a 
manner as to be clearly legible, the words “ Privately tested.” 

(ii.) A person shall not place on any anchor or chain cable, or 
other chain or cable, any marks, or deliver in relation thereto, any 
certificate or other document of a similar character which would 
be calculated to lead persons to suppose that the anchor or chain 
cable, or other chain or cable, has been tested, unless it has been 
actually so tested. 

(iii.) If any person fails to comply with, or acts in contravention 
of this section, he shall be guilty of a misdemeanour. 


Customs REGULATIONS IN GERMAN CHINESE TERRITORY. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office, 
copy of the Provisional Customs Regulations for the German 
Territory of Kiaochow, and also copy of the special regulations for 
the importation and control of opium, arms, and explosives, and 
articles used in the manufacture thereof. The above may be seen 
on application at the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., any day between the hours of 
11 a.m. and 5 p.m. ’ 


NATIONALIZATION OF Swiss RaILways. 
With reference to the notice on page 11 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal ” for August last, relating to the Federal message 
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to the Swiss Legislature on a projected loan of two hundred 
millions of francs to be expended in the purchase of railway 
debentures, in anticipation of the nationalization of railways, the 
Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy of 
a prospectus issued by the Federal Finance Department on the 
subject, which may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 
any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


YELLOW FevER IN VERA CRUZ. 

With reference to pp. 134-5 of the “ Board of Trade Journal”’ 
for last month, a further despatch has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul at Vera Cruz reporting that, according 
to the returns for July, the yellow fever epidemic in Vera Cruz has 
diminished, though the mortality of the cases rose to 43°66 per 
cent. The decrease of the epidemic is to a great extent due to the 
fact that many persons liable to yellow fever have either left or 
died. The population of the town has been thus considerably 
reduced and there have been hardly any arrivals by sea or land. 

The passenger traffic through Vera Cruz has suffered severely 
and arrivals and departures by rail are reduced to local exigencies. 

Of the present population of Vera Cruz the greater portion are 
not liable to be attacked by yellow fever, whilst the risk to new 
arrivals from abroad or the interior is so considerable that it is 
unwise for any one to come to the town during the epidemic. 

The shipping in the bay continues free and crews areas much as 
possible confined to their ships. 

Authentic information has been received of seventy-six deaths 
from yellow fever contracted in Vera Cruz that have occurred 
during the last three months in Mexico city, Puebla, Jalapa, Orizaba, 
Cordova, and adjacent villages. 


AWARDS FoR GALLANTRY. 

The Board of Trade have awarded their silver medal for gallantry 
to Mr. John W. McGrath, master of the s.s. “ Beverley,” of 
Glasgow, in recognition of his gallantry in jumping overboard at 
sea, and attempting to rescue a seaman who had fallen overboard _ 
on the 11th June last. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
gold life-saving medals for Mr. J. W. Righy, Ist officer, Mr. A. E. | 
Leighton, 2nd officer, Spers Angleito, boatswain, P. Jameson, 
Stamatis Galamis, and Nicholas Sarris, seamen of the s.s. “ Ivy- 
dene,” of Newcastle, which have been awarded to them by the 
President of the United States in recognition of their services to 
the captain and crew of the American barque “Gleneida,” on the 
29th November last. 

The Board of Trade have also received through the Foreign 
Office a binocular glass, which has been awarded by the President - 
of the United States to Mr. Wm. J. Milburn, master of the s.s, 
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“Tvydene,” of Newcastle, in recognition of his services to the 
master and crew of the American barque “ Gleneida.” 

The Board of Trade have awarded their bronze medal for 
gallantry, to James Brown, of New Pitsligo, Aberdeen, in rec 
nition of his services in assisting to rescue the crew of the fishing 
boat “ Diadem,” of Banff, which stranded in Fraserburg Bay on 
the 16th August last. 

The Board of Trade have awarded a binocular glass to Mr. 
Jacques E. Canaraggio, master of the French s.s. “ Caramanie,” of 
Marseilles, in recognition of his services to the s.s. “Clam,” of 
London, which stranded on the coast of Tunis on the 16th May last. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 
India Office.—The Secretary of State for India in Council is 


prepared to receive Tenders from such persons as may be willing 
to supply— 

1. Rails and fishplates. 4. Wheels and axles. 

2. Wrought iron dog spikes. 5. Steel axles. 

3. Volute and spiral springs. 


The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
tenders are to be delivered at that Office by two o’clock p.m. on 
Tuesday, the 19th September, 1899, after which time no tender 
will be received. 


Imports OF Pic-IRON AND UNWROUGHT STEEL INTO THE 
UniTED KINGDOM FROM THE UNITED STATES. 

According to a return received by the Board of Trade from 
the Secretary of H.M. Customs, the amount of pig-iron and 
unwrought steel registered as imported into the United Kingdom 
from the United States of America during the months of January- 
August, 1899, was-as follows :— 


Pig Iron. Unwrought Steel. 


Quantity.| Value. | Quantity. Value. 


1899. Tons. & Tons. £ 
January 14621 34.386 12,034 53.227. 
February - 13.528 31,703 5,206 24,899 


Twelve months ended Dec. 31st, 1898| 76,356 | 180,614 29,374 | 158,689 


Twelve months ended Dec. 31st, 1897|- 91,196 | 209,275 25,927 | 128,892 


*~ ept. 1899.] FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 263 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

~The “Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation 
of the United Kingdom ” for the month of August, 1899, and the 
eight months ended 31st August, 1899, a further reference to 
which will be found on pp. 367-368 of the present issue of the 
“ Board of Trade Journal,” have now been published. These 
returns, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each month, may be 

urchased at a small cost (in the present instance, 8d.) per copy, 
either directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs, Eyre and 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, E.C., 
. and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. John Menzies & Co., 
12, Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, Giasguvz ; 
or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, Grafton Street, 
Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1898 is now 
available. This publication, which contains much more detailed 
and exhaustive information than can be given in the monthly 
accounts, deals with the imports and exports of the United 
Kingdom from and to each foreign country, British possession, 
and British Protectorate for each of the years 1894 to 1898 
inclusive, the imports and exports at the principal ports, tran- 
shipments, and bonded warehouse accounts. The annual state- 
ment may be purchased at a cost of 8s. 14d. at any of the 
addresses enumerated above. ; 


Il.—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM.* 


The trade returns for the month of August last show an 
_increase as compared with the corresponding month of 1898 in the 
value of imports from foreign countries and British possessions, in 
the exports of British and Trish produce and manufactures, and in 
the exports of foreign and colonial merchandise. The imports for 
August, 1899, were valued at 40,693,398/. as compared with 
37,204,185/. for August, 1898, showing an increase of 3,489,213/., 
or 9°3 per cent., and the exports amounted in value to 27,312,271. 
as against 24,717,564/. for August, 1898, of which British and 
Irish produce and manufacture alone were valued at 22,258,5381. 
in August, 1899, and 20,186,016/. in August, 1898, an increase of 
2,072,5221., or 10°3 per cent. This includes the value of ships, 
new (not registered as British), viz., 211,236/. not recorded before 
1899. The exports of foreign and colonial merchandise for 
August, 1899, were valued at 5,053,733/. as against 4,531,548/. in 
August, 1898, an increase of 522,185/., or 11-5 per cent. 
Imports.—-The following table shows the value of the imports 
for August, 1899, as compared with August, 1893, according to 
the different categories of merchandise :— 


* See also pp. 367-563, 
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Month ended Aug. 31. 


Increase. | Decrease. 


1898. | 1899, 


£ £ £ 
Food, drink, and tobacco ... 18,213,704 | 1,335,048 
Metals .. .-| 1,754,453 | 2,520,550 | 766,097 re 
Chemicals, dye stuffs “and ‘tanning 

substances ... «| 377,046 | 435,478 58,432 
«| 787,978 | 917,819 | 129,841 
Raw materials for manufactures .. 8,982,181 | 9,569,014 | 586,833 aa 


Manufactured and miscellaneous| 
articles on 8,423,871 | 9,036,833 612,962 


Total ...  ...  £/37,204,185 /40,693,898 | 3,489,213; — 


In tho imports of corn, Indian corn or maize shows an 
increase of 260,8691., wheat and wheatmeal and flour of 
398,4951.; but oats have decreased 115,398/., and decreases are 
also found in the imports of barley and peas. As regards other 
articles of food and drink, all kinds of meat have increased in value 
441,4601., bacon 170,809/., butter and margarine 354,822/., and 
lard 152,9751. The imports of fish, fruit, and rice show a decrease, 
and sugar of all kinds has decreased 426,8571. Tobacco of all 
sorts has increased 247,409]. With regard to the imports of 
metals, copper of all sorts shows an increase of 328,9361., iron ore 
of 110,069/., and tin of 192,7291. Chemicals, dyestuffs, and 
tanning substances and oils have also increased. Under raw 
materials for manufactures, jute shows an increase of 116,7831., 
and shecp or lambs’ wool of 150,276l.; but cotton, flax, hemp and 
goats’ wool have decreased. The imports of caoutchouc, leather, 
and machinery for August, 1899, show an increase as compared 
with August, 1898. 

Ezxports.—The following table shows the value of British and 
Irish produce and manufactures for the month ending 31st 
August, 1899, as compared with a like period of 1898, and the 
increase or decrease in each principal category :— 


Month ended Aug. 31. 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1898. 1899. 
& £ 
Animals, living... 111,760 | 112,746 986 
‘Articles of food and drink ... 1,157,467 | 1,081,019 76,4418 
Raw materials... «| 1,862,165 | 2,254,198 | 392,033 _ 


Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 
Yarns and textile fabrics «-.| 8,284,341 | 9,249,028 | 964,687 _ 
Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except ma- 
chinery and ships) ... 2,857,528 | 3,179,196 | 321,668 
Machinery and millwork «-.| 1,513,371 | 1,590,926 77,555 _ 
Ships, new (not r Not 
Dritish) ea} 211,236 | 211,236 
Miscellaneous ... «-.| 4,399,384 | 4,580,189 | 180,805 


Total 20,186,016 |22,258,538 | 2,072,522 o~“ 
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The value of the exports of herrings have decreased 174,3211. 
in August, 1899, as compared with August, 1898. Coal, coke, 
and fuel show an increase of 349,2111, cotton piece goods of 
521,9721., linen piece goods of 90,716/., and woollen and worsted. 
tissues of 207,313/. The category of yarns and textile fabrics 
shows a net increase in the value of exports for the month of 
964,6871. The exports of iron (wrought and unwrought) have 
increased 421,411/., but in telegraphic wires and apparatus there 
is a decrease of 177,984/. Machinery shows an increase of only 
77,5951. 

With regard to the increase in the exports of cotton piece goods 
noted above, Japan, the United States, South America (except 
Brazil and Uruguay), and the British East Indies (except Ceylon), 
have all taken larger quantities than in August, 1898, In the 
cases of Bombay, Bengal, and Burmah, the value of the exports 
has increased from 374,1611. and 787,455/. in August, 1898, to 
508,602/. and 1,079,657/. in August, 1899, respectively. On the 
other hand, the exports of cotton piece goods to ‘Turkey and Egypt, 
Dutch East Indies, China, Brazil, and Uruguay show a decrease. 

In the eight months ended 3lst August, 1899, the imports into 
the United Kingdom from foreign countries and _ British 

ossessions were valued at 3817,327,164/. as compared with 
309,064,153/. for a similar period of 1898, showing an increase of 
8,263,0111., and the exports of British and Irish produce and 
manufactures amounted in value for the first eight months of 
1899 to 171,976,390/., as compared with 152,784,0731. for 1898, 
an increase of 19,192,3171., which, however, includes 5,970,4831., 
the value of new ships (not registered as British) not recorded 
prior to 1899. The exports of foreign and colonial merchandise 
for similar periods of 1899 and 1898 were valued at 44,002,7381, 
and 41,748,111/. respectively, an increase in 1899 of 2,254,6271. 

Tonnage of vessels enteved and cleared with cargoes.—lhe 
tonnage of vessels entered at ports in the United Kingdom from 
foreign countries and British possessions during August, 1899, 
with cargoes, amounted to 3,408,495 tons, and the tonnage 
cleared in the foreign trade to 3,789,524 tons as compared with 
3,354,173 tons entered, and 3,398,759 tons cleared in August, 
1898. As regards the coasting trade, the tonnage entered 
during August, 1899, with cargoes, was 2,690,408 tons, and the 
tonnage cleared 2,671,680 tons, as compared with 2,638,692 tons 
entered, and 2,606,052 tons cleared in August, 1898, 
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Ill—AGRICULTURAL RETURNS OF GREA 


following prelimi 


BRITAIN, 1899, 
nary statement of the Agricultural Returns: 


[Sept, 1899,: 


of Great Britain for '1899, compiled from the returns collected on 
the 15th June last, and with comparisons with the previous year, 
has been recently issued by the Board of Agriculture :— 


Crops and Live Stock. 1899, 1898. Increase. Decrease, 
Per Per 
Acres. Acres. Acres. |Cent.| Acres. | Cent. 
Wheat... 2,009,981 | 2,102,206 | 101,225 | 
Barley eee 1,982,108 | 1,908,666 || 78,442 | 4:1 dee 
Oats... Sed toe oo 2,959,755 | 2,917,760 || 41,995 | 14 ove eet 
Potatoes ... soe 547,682 524,591 || 28,091 | 4-4 
Clover & rotation grasses— 
Forhay... 2,214,883 | 2,381,551 ... | 166,668 | 7-0 
Not for hay 2,593,068 | 2,529,799 || 63,269 | 25]... én 
Total ...| 4,807,951 | 4,911,350 wie woe | 103,399 | 21 
Permanent pasture— 
Forhay... | 4,339,025 | 4,536,315 |197,290 | 43 
Not forhay ... 12,291,662 {12,023,077 || 268,585 | 
Total ...| 16,630,687 |16,559,392 || 71,295 | O-4 
Hops J 51,843 49,735 || 2,108 | 4:2 
Per Per 
No. No. No. |Cent.| No, |Cent. 
Cows and heifers in milk 
ar in ealf 2,671,260 | 2,587,190 || 84,070 | 3:2 
Other cattle— 
2 years and above 1,341,310 | 1,381,595 sos * eee | 40,285 | 2°9 
lyearand under2_...| 1,388,511 | 1,345,844 || 42,667 | 3-2 
Under 1 year «--| 1,394,639 | 1,807,735 || 86,904 | 6°6 “ ove 
Total of cattle ...| 6,795,720 | 6,622,864 || 173,856 | 26 | ... | 
Ewes kept for breeding ...| 10,4€0,837 10,137,932 || 322,905 | 3-2 
Other sheep— 
1 year and above 6,040,600 | 6,208,858 ove «-- | 163,258 | 2°6 
Under l year ... 10,736,227 |10,401,404 || 334,823 | 3-2|  ... 
Total of sheep 27,237,664 |26,743,194 || 494,470 | 1°8 ove eee 
Sows kept for breeding ...| 375,911 | 362,200 || 18,711] 38| .. 
Other pigs ... | 2,247,902 | 2,089,395 || 158,507 | 7°6 
Total of pigs 2,623,813 | 2,451,595 || 172,218 | 7-0 


q 
| 
q 
| 
OOOO 
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IV.—TRADE OF CAPE COLONY FOR THE YEAR 
' ENDED 30TH JUNE, 1899. 


The “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” for August 1st 
last, publishes figures giving the value of the trade of Cape 
Colony for the twelve months ended 30th June, 1899, as compared 
with a similar period of 1897-98. The following tables give the 
values of (a) the imports into the Colony, distinguishing specie 
and articles imported for the use of the Government, and (b) the 


exports from the Colony, distinguishing diamonds, raw gold and 


specie, and various Colonial products. 
A.—Imports.* 


1897-98. 1898-99, Increase. Decrease, 
£ 
Merchandise ... .-| 15,465,000 | 15,392,000 74,000 
Government articles ...| 1,451,000 1,096,000 — 354,000 
Total 16,916,000 | 16,488,000 428,000 
Specie ... 72,000 760,000 688,000 
Grand total __...| 16,988,000 | 17,248,000 260,000 — 
B.—Exports. 
— 1897-98. 1898-99. Increase, Decrease, 
& £ 
Colonial products (ex- 
clusive of diamonds, 
gold and specie) 4,093,000 4,155,000 62,000 — 
Diamonds 4,514,000 | 4,566,000 52,000 
Total 8,607,000 8,721,000 114,000 
Imported goods, re-ex- 
ported 278,000 330,000 52,000 
Total 8,885,000 | 9,051,000 166,000 ~ 
1,462,000 674,000 788,000 
Grand total 10,317,000 9,725,000 . 166,000 
Gold, raw, the produce of 
South African States) 13,306,000 | 17,266,000 3,980,000 —_ 


* Exclusive of the value of gold (the produce of South African States) brought 
into the Colony for shipment. 


2 
{ 
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The principal feature in the above tables would appear to be the 
comparatively small increase in the output of diamonds as com- 
pared with the enormous increase in the output of raw gold. The 
| customs duties for the fiscal year ended 30th June, 1899, amounted 
in value to 1,856,0001., as compared with 1,802,000J. for a like 
| period of 1897-98, an increase of 54,0001. 
The number of vessels entered at ports of Cape Colony for 
1898-99 was 2,369 of a tonnage of 7,041,382 tons, as compared 
with 2,300 of a tonnage of 6, 328, 456 tons for the period 1897-98 ; 
and the number of vessels cleared in 1898-99 was 2,373, of an 
aggregate tonnage of 7,058,397 tons, as against 2,334 ofa tonnage 
_ of 6,376,746 tons in 1897-98. 
With ‘regard to the transit trade for States outside the Customs 
Union (Transvaal, Rhodesia, &c.), the following table shows the 
- value of the merchandise entered for removal to such states in 
1898-99, as compared with 1897-98 :—- 


a Entered for removal to 1898. 1899. 
£ £ 
Transvaal 3,440,000 3,385 000 
_ Other territories outside Custcms Union: (Bhodesia, &e.) 574,000 564,000 
Total... .. ... 4,014,000 | 3,949,000 


” V.—TRADE OF THE TRANSVAAL IN 1898. 


A despatch, dated 10th May last, has been received at the 
Colonial Office from H.M. Agent at Pretoria, with copies of the 
report of the Inspector of Customs of the Transvaal, for 1898, 
containing more complete figures concerning the trade of the 
-Transvaal for 1898 than those which appeared in the March 
number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” A perusal of the above _ 
report shows that there has been a very considerable reduction 
in the actual amount returaed during the year under review. 


The total value of imports was as follows :— 


1898 ... es £10,632,895 
1896 ... ie 088,130 
- The figures for the tein show the following collections :— 
1896 ... ine pois 1, ‘355, ‘486 


_ Thus, while the Slash in customs between 1897 and 1898 
was £230,815, the decrease in the value of imports was 
£2,930,932. 
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The value of goods imported from abroad by the three princip il 
routes for the last three years was as follows :— 


a Cape Colony. Natal. Delagoa Bay. 
1898... oe 3,188,876 1,843,543 1,781,252 
4,184,439 2,330,020 2,658,222 
ea 6,035,920 1,554,427 1,674,031 


As regards the importation from Europe and America, the 
figures are as follows :— 


— Europe. Amcrica. 

£ & 
8,627,136 422,683 


or a decrease of 2,294,962/. and 27,7491. respectively. 


The figures for other places show a similar decrease. 

Generally, the report seems to show that although the reduction 
of duties may account for some diminution in the customs collec- 
tion, yet the decrease in the value of the imports indicates that 
the short fall must to a great extent be ascribed to the general 
depression in trade during the past twelve months, and to the 
want of confidence on the part of business houses, and commercial 
and mining companies. 

In support of this opinion H.M. Agent calls attention to the 
trade review in the Ninth Annual Report of the Johannesburg 
Chamber of Commerce, where it is stated that “trade during the 
year under review has not shown any sign of improvement, and 
the very large decreases in the value of goods imported into the 
State, as shown in the customs returns for 1898, with a consequent 
decrease in the duty revenue, are evidence of continued depression. 
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VI.—MINING IN THE TRANSVAAL. 


. An English translation of the report of the Transvaal State 
Mining Engineer has been published for the year ending 31st 
December, 1898 

The “ Natal Mercury” in a summary of this report, states that, 
from the figures given, it appears that 154 gold and coal mining 
companies carried on mining operations last year, as against 218 in 
1897. Of the total, 17 were coal and 137 gold mining companies. 
The amount of nominal capital in those mines was 54,740,189/., but 
this does not represent the total amount of capital that has been 
put into gold and coal mining enterprises in the country, as the 
figures merely relate to mines actually working during 1898. Out 
of 137 gold companies, 45 paid dividends amounting to 5,089,7851., 
in 1898, or a fraction under 10 per cent. on the total capital. 
Three of the coal companies paid dividends amounting to 76,0001., 
or about 8:54 per cent. on the capital of the dividend-paying 
companies, and 1-7 per cent. on the capital of all the coal-producing 
mines. 

Under the heading of “Expenses in connection with gold and 
coal mining,” some very interesting figures are to be found. 
The total value of the gold production for 1898 was 16,240,630I., 
while the working expenses, exclusive of the cost and erection 
of buildings and plant, and general charges, such as directors’ 
and auditors’ fees, amounted to 11,489,752/. To this has also to 
be added the State revenue of 1,539,3191. These figures show 
that, while the dividend-paying mines earned considerable profits, 
the non-dividend-paying Companies must have expended large 
amounts of foreign capital. The State revenue works out at 26°42 
per cent. of the dividends paid, but this year it may be very much 
more, as the 5 per cent. tax on the dividends will be exacted, 
which, on last year’s returns, will add at least a quarter of a million 
to the State revenue. From a percentage table showing the items 
of the net working costs, it appears that salaries and wages to 
white employés total 33-82 per cent., as against 31°14 per cent. in 
1897, while the cost of native labour is 26-25 per cent. of the 
whole, as against 27°83 per cent. in 1897. The remuneration 
paid to whites, therefore, seems to have increased, while there has 
been a slight reduction in the cost of native labour. The average 
annual salary paid to whites was 3211. 11s., as against 3111. in 
1897. Native wages, on the other hand, were 341. 5s, per annum, 
as against 37/. 5s. in 1897. A separate table shows the average 
monthly salaries per man for different occupations. Mine 
managers, for instance, average 971. 7s. 3d. per month, mechanical 
engineers 431. 4s. 6d., blacksmiths 261. 17s. 9d., carpenters 
251. 17s. 3d., miners 221. 13s. 10d., mine and other clerks 
221. 12s. 8d., and labourers 16/. 18s. 1d. It is notable that one of 
the largest increases in comparison with last year is with the 
labourers, who averaged 13/. 18s. 11d. in 1897, as against 


| 
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161. 18s. 1d.,or an average increase per month of 2/. 19s. 2d. 
Another table shows that 11,092 whites and 89,006 natives were 
employed on the mines last year, or, in other words, the mining 
industry gives direct employment to over 100,000 men. How — 
important a factor dynamite and blasting gelatine are in the cost 
sheet is realisable from the fact that the amount paid for these 
explosives last. year was 1,266,2431., and over 250,000 cases were 
used. 

Apart from salaries and wages, explosives are the heaviest item 
in the cost of working, being 11°85 per cent. of the total. These 
figures explain why the dynamite monopoly is the subject of so 
much adverse criticism among mine owners. The State Mining ~ 
Engineer, in dealing with minerals other than gold and coal, © 
expresses his regret that nothing has been done to exploit the iron » 
deposits of the country, but it appears that this is chiefly due to a 
concession granted in 1882, which prevents others from starting - 
ironworks. The fact that diamonds to the value of nearly 80,0001 
were found last year shows that the Transvaal is rich in other . 
things than gold. 

The section of the report on the coal mining industry has a 
special interest for Natal. The tonnage mined in the Transvaal 
during 1898 was 1,907,808 tons, valued at 668,5461., as against 
387,811 tons mined in Natal, valued at 175,015l. The cost at the 
pit’s mouth in the Transvaal was 7:01 shillings per ton, as against 
9 shillings per ton in Natal. It may be said that the coal is more 
easily mined in the Transvaal than in Natal, and that the much 
larger market allows a larger output, and, accordingly, the cost at 
the pit’s mouth is lower. On the other hand, wages are much 
higher in the Transvaal and everything is so much more expensive 
that any advantages the Transvaal coal mines may have should be 
about balanced by the advantages of Natal. In the Natal coal mines 
last year there were 41 separate accidents, as against 58 in the 
Transvaal mines. In Natal 61 persons were killed or injured, as 
against 51 in the Transvaal, and the proportion of killed or injured 
in Natal during the year per 1,000 men employed was 12°11, as 
against 6°99 in the Transvaal. In the Transvaal, one man was 
killed to an output of 70,660 tons of coal, whereas in Natal there ~ 
was one death to every 43,090 tons brought to the surface. It may 
be hoped that the new mining regulations and greater vigilance 
during the present year will reduce the Natal death-roll. The report 
contains a mass of other technical information and also a number 
of very complete statistical tables as to the steam power in the 
country, the different classes of machinery, and other valuable 
information. 


t 
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VII—TRADE OF AUSTRIA-HUNGARY IN 1899. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office copy 
of a memorandum by Mr. Percy Bennett, Commercial Attaché to 
H.M. Embassy at Vienna, on the subject of the foreign trade of 
Austria-Hungary during the first six months of 1899, as follows :— 

Official statistics dealing with the foreign commerce of Austria- 
Hungary during the first half of the present year have recently 
been published. Compared with the corresponding period of 1898, 
the balance of trade presents an entirely altered aspect. 

Whereas, during the first six months of last year the imports 
of the dual monarchy exceeded its exports by a value of 5,583,0001., 
there is this year, for the corresponding period, an excess ‘of exports 
over imports amounting to 2,583,000/. In commercial circles in 
Austria-Hungary the results of the half-year’ s trade are consequently 
regarded with considerable satisfaction. At the same time, however, 
it is recognized that to the harvest of 1898 the present improvement 
is mainly due; and in view of the uncertainty which necessarily 
prevails from year to year so far as the crops are concerned, the 
predominant feeling as to the future may be described as hopeful 
rather than sanguine. Nevertheless it is pointed out that the 
increase in the export returns for the first half of 1899, although 
chiefly, is not solely ascribable to the outward movement of grain 
and agricultural produce in general. As compared with the 
corresponding period of last year, there is an increase in the 
export of industrial products, amounting to about 3,300,0001., a 
fact which is rightly regarded as one of the most favourable 
features of the balance-sheet. 

In considering the semestral figures as a whole, it is apparent 
that while in former years there has been a steady rise in the total 
value of the foreign trade of Austria-Hungary, the returns for the 
first half-year of 1899 record not only an increase in volume but 
likewise a conspicuous and unusual augmentation in the value of 
exports. 

The development of the foreign commerce of the dual monarchy 
may be illustrated by the following table, which specifies the total 
value of both imports and exports during the first six months of 
the past five years :— 


First half | First half | First half | First half | First half 
a of 1895. | of 1896. | of 1897. | of 1898. | of 1899. 

& & & 
Imports ...| 30,000,000 | 31,000,000 | 30,000,000 | 36,250,000 | 33,250,000 
Exports ..| 29,000,000 | 30,000,000 | 31,170,000 | 30,670,000 | 35,830,000 
Total 59,000,000 | 61,000,000 | 61,170,000 | 66,920,000 | 69,080,000 


Turning to the statistics which relate exclusively to imports 
during the half-year under consideration, the decrease in the value 


if 
a 
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of grain entering the country is especially conspicuous and is com- . 
puted to amount to 4,000,000/. sterling. The decline in the value 
of imported coffee, 187,0001., is likewise worthy of note, and it may - 
be pointed out that the shrinkage is not alone due to the fall in the | 
rice of this commodity as the quantity imported shows a a 
off of 30,000 metric quintals. Among the other kinds of importe 
merchandise which also shows an appreciable diminution in value, 
may be cited :—wine 108,0001., cotton 149,0001., flax, hemp and 
jute 250,000/., cotton yarns 20,0001. ! 

On the other hand there is an increase in the value of imported 
Southern fruits, oranges, lemons, dates, figs, &c., which is note- 
worthy in view of the fall in the price of this class of goods. An 
increase is also recorded in the value of tobacco, 331,0001., wool 
571,0001., silk 220,0001., woollen yarns 90,0001. 

The following are the increases and decreases in value of princi- 
pal articles of import during the first half of 1899 as compared 
with the first half of 1898 :— 

Tncreases.—Southern fruits 40,0001, tobacco 332,0001., rice 
22,0001., fruit and vegetables 185,000/ , coal 81,000/., minerals 
25,000/., dyeing and tanning materials 7,000/., hemp 21,0001, 
wool 571,0001., silk 220,000/., chemicals 27,000/., lirien yarns 2,000/., 
woollen yarns 88,0001., woollen tissues 27,0001., silk goods 25,0001., 
paper and paper goods 64,000/., machines 40,000/., chemical pro- 
ducts 42,0001. 

Decreases.—Cereals 4,035,0001. (including maize 1,427,000/., 
wheat 1,307,000J., barley 211,0001., rye 937,0001.), coffee 187,000/., 
eggs 78,0001., grease 85,000/., beverages 179,000/., coke 17,0001, 
cotton 149,0001., flax 75,0001., jute 199,0001., india rubber 34,0001., 
iron 53,000/., cotton yarns 19,000I., cotton tissues 9,0001., jute 
yarns 6,000I., india-rubber goods 2,0001.,, ironware 2,000I. 

As regards the figures relating solely to exports during the first 
six months of 1899, an advance is noticeable almost all along the 
line, the outward movement of eggs being practically the only 
item evidencing a conspicuous decline. Sugar shows an adyance 
amounting in value to nearly 1,500,000/., cattle 338,000/., timber 
and wooden goods 875,000/., brown coal 88,000/., iron 108,0001., 
wool 119,000/., chemical products 50,0001. 

From an economic point of view, however, the most satisfactory 
feature of the total semestral export returns is the increase in the 
value of manufactured merchandise. For, with the exception of 
woollen yarns and leather goods, including gloves, augmented 
figures are recorded in every instance, as will be seen from the 
following figures, which show the increases and decreases in value 
of principal articles of export, 

Increases.—Sugar 1,483,0001., cereals 476,000/. (including 
barley 344,000/., oats 132,000/., malt 30,000/.), fruit 53,000/., 
plants and seeds 133,000/., cattle 338,0001., grease 31,0001, 
beer 8,000/., wine 19,000/., spirits 18,000/., timber 584,0001., 
wooden goods 301,000/., brown coal 89,000/., coke 34,000/., 
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ore’-17;0001.; «minerals 42,0001, dyeing and tanning materials. 
18,0001., wool 119,000/., iron 109,0001., chemicals 50,0001., cotton 
{ yarns 54,000/:, cotton tissues 28,0001., linen yarns 25,0001., linen - 
tissues. 68,000/., woollen goods 72,0001., silk goods 24,0001, 
clothing »66,0001., paper 35,000/., paper goods 12,0001, india- 
rubber goods 23,0001., leather 17,000/., boots and shoes 40,0001, 
furniture 14,000/., glassware 71,000/., earthenware 41,0001, 
ironware 55,0001., metal goods 74,000/., machines 106,0001., . 
q hardware 120,000/., chemical products 48,000/., matches 30,000]. _ 
a Decreases.— Eggs 541,0001., woollen yarns 47,000/., leather 
goods 8,0001., gloves 56,000/. 


.VIIL—THE SWEDISH IRON INDUSTRY. 


A despatch, dated 30th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Stockholm, transmitting copy 
of extract from the report of the Directors of the Swedish Iron- 
masters’ Association Meeting held 26th August, 1899. 

The following table shows the exports for the first six months 
of 1899, as compared with a similar period of 1898 :— 


First six months. 
Articles. Increase. | Decrease. 
1898, 1899, 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons 
Pig iron and ballast iron ... «| 39,100 46,900 7,800 _ 
Ingots ... ret 3,600 5,200 1,600 
Bloom iron and\rough bars... sty 9,700 9,800 100 _ 
Bar iron ite 83,400 85,600 2,200 
Bavends 32°" | 9800 3,100 1,600 
Iron wire in coils ... 1,90) 2,300 400 
Sheet iron pote 1,400 1,600 200 
Drawn wire eve 3 eee eee 300 500 200 
Totaltons ... ...| 142,400 | 156,500 14,100 _ 


The following table shows the amount produced for the first six 
months of 1899 as compared with a similar period of 1898 :— 


First six months. 


Articles. Increase. | Decrease. 
1898. 1899. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Pig iron | 281,400 276,300 5,100 
Bloom iron ... 93,600 97,400 3,800 
Bessemer ingots... «| 53,300 48,000 5,300 
Siemens- Martin ingots 77,400 78,300 900 
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The Association’s quotations for the 29th April and 26th 
August, 1899, were as in the following table :— 


29th April, 1899,. 26th August, 1899. 
Articles. 
Gothenburg. | ‘Stockholm. || Gothenburg. | Stockholm. 
d &s, &s d. 
Ordinary hammered iron...) 912 6 910 0 1015 0 1010 0 
rolled 9 0 0 10 5 0 10 0 0 
Nailrods... .. perton) 9 7 6 9 5 0 1010 0 10 5 0 


The above-mentioned report contains some interesting statistics, 
which go to prove that during the whole existence of the Asso- 
ciation the iron market has not shown such stability and such 
good prices as those which have been obtainable between the time 
of the former meeting (April 29th) and the one which took place 
on 26th August last. 

The depression which characterised Lancashire iron sales from 
February to May, 1898, soon passed over. Steel, which after the 
_ great rise in hollow blooms (tubdémnen) was more difficult to dis- 
pose of and at considerably reduced prices, made a slow recovery, 
but with signs of subsequent improvement. 

Speaking generally, before the time of the latest meeting of the 
Association, the state of the market could be contemplated with 
satisfaction. It was healthy and with the prospect of continuing 
so. While perhaps there have never been such demands abroad 
for iron and steel for railways, shipbuilding, electrical purposes, 
' &c., in the Swedish iron markets, the only change that has taken 
place is that the small stocks which were unsold in the spring have 
since been disposed of at prices that could not then have been 
imagined. 

The Swedish prices have not risen in proportion to those abroad, 
but it is quite possible that they may fluctuate less. 

High prices for charcoal, ore and labour have made the trade 
less remunerative than might have been supposed from the prices 
obtained for iron. To this must be added a risk which is so 
evident that it scarcely requires to be pointed out, viz. : that of 
contracting for any length of time to pay high prices for coal. 


IX.—THE TRADE AND INDUSTRY OF MADAGASCAR 
. IN 1898. 

The Acting British Vice-Consul at Antananarivo reports to the 
Foreign Office (Annual Series 2,334) that, during the last 12 
months, the trade of Madagascar has undergone a complete 
-change, principally owing to the infliction of a protective tariff on 
all goods other than those of French origin. In April, 1897, the 
_ Paris Chamber passed a Bill, imposing the general minimum 
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tariff on all foreign goods imported into Madagascar, but it was 
not until August 14 of the same year that the edict was made law, 
“when it was seen that on certain articles, i.e., fish, condensed 
milk, spices, tea, timber, — sulphur, coal, petroleum, furni- 


- ture, musical instruments, 


‘c., and the three tissues: chiefly used 


by the natives for their ordinary apparel, viz., grey calico, bleached 
shirtings, and coloured prints, the tariff had been modified. 
During the four months which elapsed between the passing of the 
law in Paris and its execution in Madagascar, the foreign houses, 
British, German and American, imported into the island unprece- 
dented quantities of merchandise of all descriptions, and a 
considerable quantity was turned over at greatly increased prices 


consequent on the impending rise in duties. 


Cottons in Antana- 


narivo rose 25 per cent., and the best quality of American grey 
cotton, which has always held predominance, rose from 93 dol. to 
118 dol. per bale of 1,000 yards, but these fictitious values did 
not last, as the over-importation continued, and the market was 
declining ominously when the first shipments of the new French- 
made goods (designed to replace the American and English article) 


arrived in Tamatave. 


Trade in the interior eludes statistics, but the following figures 


may be taken as more or less correct :— 


Imports into Antananarivo in 1898. 


Articles. Quantity. | Value. Origin. 
Grey cotton sheet- American, English 
ings and shirtings Bales £0,000 and French 
White shirtings ... Piecesof40yards| 20,000 16,000 | French and English 
Liquors, wines, provisions ine as 15,000 | Chiefly French 
Exports from Antananarivo in 1898. 
Articles. Quantity. Value 
Hides .., ose ooo Number 120,000 28,000 
Rabannas ine 000 1,600 
Various... oso ose eee 1,000 
Silk lace and silk lamba one ooo 500 to 600 


It should be remembered that every article of merchandise 
which reaches Antananarivo is carried thither from the coast on 
human shoulders, as the railway has not yet been seriously 
commenced, consequently the transport of goods is at all times 


| 
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unsatisfactory, risky, and expensive. Prior to the war, the porters 
used to make the journey to the coast on their own account 
(except when they were fortunate enough to be able to secure 
produce for Tamatave) and make their own terms with the 
despatcher at the latter port, but to-day all the porters are 
engaged in the capital and receive 1 dol. each as an advance for 
food money on the road, Their wages have doubled and trebled 
during the last two to three years. Heretofore one only paid 
10s. or 12s. per man, but to-day the rate of wages is fixed at 
11. 12s. per 100 lbs. to Tamatave and 11. 4s. to Vatomandry, which 
latter port, notwithstanding the bad bar, has been used as a 
depot for the despatch of goods to the capital since Tamatave was 
blockaded in December, 1894. There is also an extra charge on 
the goods of 1s. per man paid to a captain or overseer who controls 
. the advances made, carries the way-bill, and generally superintends 
the expedition, which is composed of anything from 8 to 40 men, 
though 15 to 18 men is an average gang. 

The trade in grey cotton sheetings (36 inches, 40 yards) and 
shirtings (28 inches, 40 yards) such as it is, is for the most part in 
the hands of American houses, and will remain so until the 
present large stock of American goods has been consumed, when, 
after the English greys have all disappeared, the French imita- 
tions will hold the field, as the duty on foreign grey cottons 
is practically prohibitive. 

Bleached shirtings are being imported from France in large 
quantities, and will eventually crush all competition in this branch 
of trade which was formerly purely English, as the duty which 
amounts to 4s. 8d. to 5s. per piece on the best qualities in com- 
parison to 1s. to 1s. 3d. before the war, renders competition with 
the French makes impossible, notwithstanding the dearness of the 
latter article. 

The trade in prints has hitherto been done chiefly in cheap 
stuff, but better class prints will now be used, as the former, 
which all came from Manchester, cannot pay the heavy duty and 
compete. On a certain quality of Manchester prints, the design of 
which is a white flower on a green ground, the duty is now 3s, 4d. 
per piece of 24 yards, against 6d. per piece old duty. 

In white cotton and khaki drills the duty falls very hard on 
these Manchester goods, as will be seen from the following table :— 


Per piece, 


Former duty, Present duty, 


Good white drill 
» khaki ,, 


> 


d, 8. 
8 7 
0 8 


tom 


If, however, inerchants are lucky enough to strike a favourable 
market, they can still import small quantities at a slight profit. 
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The general state of trade in Madagascar to-day is alarmingly 
poor owing to a variety of reasons. Over importation, increased 
competition, impoverished condition of the natives as the natural 
result of the war, rebellion, famine, forced labour, and taxes, and 
the reaction of the market after a term of fictitious prices serve 
to make up a “ tout ensemble” which explains the present situa- 
tion. It is very puzzling for British merchants to know exactly 
what to order. Most of the old time articles of merchandise are 
now prohibitive on account of the heavy protective duties, while, 
on the other hand, French made goods are so dear and are not 
in good demand. Further, British firms, if they import British 
manufactures and pay the heavy duties, or even if they import 
only French merchandise, are not accorded the same privileges as 
their French confréres, who are allowed to register their domestics, 


‘labourers, and porters, who are thereafter free from forced service. 


It is very plainly seen what a tremendous advantage such a 
concession confers on the French traders. Merchants at the 
capital are entirely dependent on the native porters for their 
supplies, and as British traders are not accorded the facilities of 
registration of their porters, it will become more and more difficult 
for them to secure men for the transport of their goods. The 
columns of the native semi-official journal have also been used as 
a means of advertising French cottons, and pressure has also been 
brought to bear on the natives to induce them to buy French 
manufactures in preference to those of foreign origin, and altogether 
the indications are that only the strong and acclimatised firms 
will be able to bear up under the strain. 


Agriculture—Land may now be obtained from the Government 
on freehold, and on much better terms than those in vogue during 
the Hova régime. A French subject can take up land free up to 
100 hectares, but foreigners must pay 2 fr. per hectare (about 2} 
acres) in the highlands, and 5 fr. per hectare in the lowlands. 

There is no doubt whatever that the soil of Madagascar has 
been overpraised. The rapidity with which certain well-adapted 
forms of vegetation spring up luxuriantly is due rather to the 
forcing power of the climate than to any special richness of the 
soil. Madagascar is abundantly watered, and the tropical sun 


‘does the rest. The Imérina, or central province, is not a good field 
for the agriculturist, being bleak and bare, but good land is to be 


found in the Bétsiléo, south of the capital, and again out west in 
the neighbourhood of Lake Itésy. Most tropical fruits are raised 
in the Imérina, and in their respective seasons, one can buy 
bananas, pine-apples, mangoes, quinces, loquats, grapes, peaches, 
apples, oranges, lemons, guava, &c. Vegetables are also prolific, 
cabbages, cauliflowers, potatoes, spinach, carrots, turnips, tomatoes, 
yams, manioc, sweet potatoes, and radishes being always 
obtainable. 

Sugar, although not a great success, is by no means a 
failure. It has been said that after a short time the fertility 


i 
| 


Sept: 1899.]” TRADE AND INDUSTRY OF MADAGASCAR IN 1898. 279 


of the Malagasy soil begins to wane when. planted with sugar 
cane, and needs to be artificially renewed, but this is the. 
case in other. sugar-growing countries, Mauritius, notably, for. 
instance. Alcohol is distilled from the native sugar up to 85° 

(French). 

Coffee does not do well on the coast, although a certain 
quantity of Liberian has been produced at Mahanovo. Nor is 
that which is produced in the interior at all satisfactory in. 
amount, although the quality is very good, considering that it is . 
so badly picked. Various attempts have been made by Europeans 
to cultivate coffee in the highlands, and no doubt there are in the 
neighbourhood of Fianarantsoa, the capital of the Bétsiléo, many 
fine plantations bearing good crops. In the Imérina, the tree is 
not cultivated, and never pruned, with the result that the trees 
grow to an abnormal height, and it is a wonder to many how the 
coffee keeps up its standard of excellence. 

Rice is produced in the Imérina in enormous quantities, but to- 
day not enough is grown to supply the wants of the people, and 
the price has risen three and four-fold during the last three years, 
Formerly one could get a “vata” (the native measure which 
weighs 34 Ibs.) for 8d., but to-day one has to pay 8s., an enormous 
advance. The planting of this, the staple article of native food, 
has been much interfered with by local causes. 

Wheat seems to thrive fairly well in certain parts of the interior, 
but of course is much inferior in quality to Indian and Australian. 
The latter flour sells freely in the capital at 8d. per lb., so that 
there is a good opening for farmers, several of whom have already 
commenced, with European ploughs and implements. 

The cultivation of tea has been tried. The plants did well 
and the flavour of the product was decidedly good, considering 
that no machinery of any kind whatsoever had been employed in 
its preparation. 

Live Stock.—Cattle abound in Madagascar and numbers have 
been shipped to Africa to supply the deficiency caused by the 
rinderpest. There is no such thing known in Madagascar as 
contagious disease in animals, and the cattle (mostly of the horned 
and humped species) thrive well. Prices have much increased 
since the war. One formerly could buy a bullock in Antananarivo 
for 1l. 4s. to 11, 6s., whereas to-day’s price for a medium-sized 
animal would be 31. Prices went as high as 5/. some few months ago. 
The Vice-Consul states that he has it on good authority that in por- 
tions of Madagascar, notably the Sakalava and the Bara, vast herds of 
semi-wild cattle roam at large. Herds of bullocks were captured by 
the French soldiers during the recent rebellion, and numerous Euro- 
peans have made expeditions into all parts of the country for the pur- 
pose of buying or bartering for cattle for sale on the Antananarivo 
market for stock raising, and training for the French administration. 
Judging by the increased price of meat foods in the capital, those © 
who go in for ranching cattle may hope to reap a pecuniary benefit 
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in the near future. The Government evidently do not believe jn 
the inexhaustible supply of slaughter cattle, and although export- 
ation is allowed (save of cows) the export duty has been raised 
from 7 fr. 50 c. to 15 fr. per head. This will affect Mauritius, 
which, with Réunion, takes most of the exports of cattle from 
Madagascar. ; 

_Mining.—Gold was discovered in the Imérina some 14 years ago, 
and from that date until after the French occupation of the island, 
a considerable amount has been taken out of the ground, notwith- 
standing the fact that under the Hova rule the unauthorised search 
for precious metals was (in the case of the natives) punished by a 
long imprisonment in chains. Europeans were at the same time 
not allowed to prospect. 

From the time of the discovery of gold until the island was 
declared a French colony, considerable quantities of alluvial gold 
have been exported from Majunga on the west coast, and 
Mananjary and Tamatave on the east. The gold exported from 
the latter port was mostly purchased in the capital where a brisk 
(if surreptitious) trade in gold dust was carried on. Despite the 
severe penalty imposed on the natives for embarking in such a 
trade, the fact remains that on the average quite 1,800 oz. troy 
were despatched monthly from the capital to Tamatave for ship- 
ment. Probably the combined exports from Mananjary and 
Majunga exceeded that weight, to say nothing of the dust exported 
by the Arab-Indian traders from the less known south-western 
ports, but without having any authentic data at hand it is 
impossible to form any estimate of the probable output during all 
those years. Alluvial gold is to be found all over Madagascar in 
more or less paying quantities, but no serious prospecting for reefs 
has as yet been attempted. There was formerly little prospect for 
needy diggers who wandered into Madagascar in the hope of finding 
an El Dorado in the then comparatively unknown island, and the 
“rush” of English-speaking mining men after the war resulted in 
a wholesale exodus after six or nine months’ stay. 

The mining laws at that time were not favourable to enterprise 
such as English and American and Australian miners had been 
used to, and this combined with the insurrection, which made 
serious prospecting impossible, had the effect of driving away 
British miners and British capital, and Madagascar is to-day badly 
quoted wherever mining camps are to be found. 

Although there are some weak points in the French mining 
laws, they are by no means unfair as a whole. Prospecting 
licences cost 25 fr. per annum, with one of which a concession of 
2,000 hectares (4,940 acres) can be pegged out and claimed, but 
this is not the maximum, as one can have 10 of the above area 
provided that they are 25 kiloms. apart. After pegging out a 
claim under a prospecting licence, the claimant has sole right to 
the exploitation of that particular claim, provided it is accepted by 
the “‘ Bureau des Mines.” By paying the sum of 25 fr. annually, 
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the holder can “sit on” his claim indefinitely without working it 
(of course renewing his “miner's right” yearly), and in this 
manner, nearly half of Madagascar has been pegged out, whereas 
the syndicates seriously working are, considering the enormous 
amount of territory applied for, comparatively few. Quite 300 
concessions have been pegged out and retained on these terms, 
thus locking up about 1,425,000 acres. 

The general modus operandi of real working companies is as 
follows: after having prospected a concession, already granted by 
the Mining Office, payable ground is marked off into lots of 1,000 
metres in length, by 250 metres in breadth, the Government tax 
on which is 35 fr. per month each lot. No export duty is levied, 
and a gold buying licence cost 1,7501., but gold must be bought 
from a concessionnaire, who supplies a certificate of origin. 

Iron, copper, silver, and lead have been discovered; there is 
also tin in the island, although it has never been worked, and there 
are miners who declare the existence of diamonds to be proved by 
the nature of the soil in certain places, and unimportant dis- 
coveries of the inferior precious stones, i.e., topaz, amethyst, &c., 
have been made, and even rubies on very rare occasions. In 
conclusion, it may be said that Madagascar is fairly rich in 
minerals, but the French mode of extracting them from the earth 
does not commend itself to people who have been accustomed to 
Transvaal, Australian, and American methods, and certainly 
British subjects coming with the intention of mining would not, 
as in other countries, find themselves on terms of equality with 
their fellow workers, as Frenchmen are protected as far as labour 
is concerned, and by numerous other little advantages which are 
not conferred on foreigners. It is a sine qua non that the 
Board of a mining company be composed entirely of Frenchmen, 
which means practically that foreigners must work through the 
latter. 

Shipping.—The shipping at Malagasy ports in the year 1898 
comprised 6,265 vessels entered of an aggregate tonnage of 887,837 
tons, and 6,229 vessels cleared of an aggregate tonnage of 
881,875 tons. The following table shows the share taken by 
different countries in the above total :— 


Shipping at Malagasy Ports in 1898. 


Nationality of Vessels. Entered. Cleared. 
Tons, Tons. 

French ... ane 741,847 738,596 
British ... dee 78,593 77,715 
Indian ... eee ove aes wee 4,423 4,093 
Total ... “Tone 887,837 881,875 
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Of the principal ports, Tamatave absorbs 46-61 per cent. of the 
_ total trade ; Majunga, 17°45 per cent.; Nossi Bé, 7-99 per cent. ; 
and Diego Suarez, 7°63 per cent. 

The coinage used in Madagascar is of course the French cur- 
“rency. Formerly the smaller denominations were not in use in 
* the interior and the 5-fr. piece was chopped’ up into pieces of all 
sizes and shapes, and weighed in hand balances with weights 
corresponding to the native scale of value, but now this money 
‘is not allowed to be freely used, and as no provision has as yet 
‘been made by the Government for its withdrawal, a large amount 
of capital in the hands of native and -foreigner alike is lying 
dormant. 

The “ Dépéche Coloniale” publishes some figures issued by the 
Malagasy Customs, from which is compiled the following table, 
showing the value of the imports into the island in 1897 and 1898, 
distinguishing the countries of origin. These figures originally 
appeared in the “ Journal Officiel” of Madagascar. 


Imports into Madagascar. 


From. 1898, 1897. 
£ £ 

Other French Colonies 17,000 17,000 
United Kingdom 42,000 179,000 
British India ... 16,000 21,000 
Mauritius ob ove bee 24,000 40,000 
Other British Possessions... 2,000 10,000 
Germany ove 17,000 33,000 
Other Countries = wes 37,000 34,000 
Total ... Jon £ 865,000 734,000 


Of the total value of piece goods imported, viz., about 340,0001., 
249.0001. worth came from France, and but 25,000/. worth from 
the United Kingdom. ° 

The exports from Madagascar were valued at about 199,000/. in 
1898, as against 140,000/. in 1897. Caoutchouc shows an increase 
of 8,000I., cattle of 4,000/., hides (entire) of 15,000I., and gold of 

2,000%. Exports of wax and “ rafia” have decreased. The prin- 
cipal countries of destination for Malagasy exports in 1898 were 
-as follows :— 


Germany ... 42,000 
United Kingdom ... ios ast 33,000 
Mauritius ... ve 14,000 
Réunion ... 12,000 


Other countries... 23,000 
| Total ... £199,000 
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X.—THE PORT OF ANTWERP. 


A despatch, dated 9th August, has been received at, the Forei 
Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Brussels, relating to the 
Report of the Parliamentary Committee on the Budget of extra- 
ordinary revenue and expenditure for 1899, which has recently 
been laid before the Chamber. 

Owing to a credit of three million francs (120,000/.) being asked 
for to improve the Port of Antwerp, Monsieur Helleputte, who has 
drawn up the report, deals at considerable length with the reasons 
which have led to Antwerp’s falling behind Rotterdam and Ham- 
burg of late years in the race for commercial maritime supremacy. 

In 1880 the three ports were nearly on equal terms, if the 
amount of cargoes delivered may be taken as a fair criterion. 


Tons. 
Antwerp ... 2,504,725 
Rotterdam... ... 2,260,000 
Hamburg... ... 2,496,950 


In 1897, whilst the amount of cargo delivered at Antwerp had 
only increased to 4,694,170 tons, it had risen to 8,484,789 tons at 
Rotterdam, and to 8,066,661 tons at Hamburg. 

In other words, between 1880 and 1897 there was an increase 
in cargo delivered at the three ports of 13,983,802 tons, and of 
this increase Antwerp took only 16 per cent., whilst Hamburg and 
Rotterdam took 40 per cent. and 44 per cent. respectively The 
above figures cannot certainly be explained by the position of 
Antwerp, which is at least as favourably situated as its rivals, and 
should be the natural port for a great part of Germany, the north 
of France, and Switzerland ; nor by any falling off in the commer- 
cial prosperity of Belgium, which has continued to steadily 
increase; neither according to Monsieur Helleputte, can this be 
accounted for by the regulations of the Port which have been 
improved during this period by the abolition of the light duties. 
A comparison, however, between the facilities for discharging and 
taking in cargo at Antwerp, Rotterdam, and Hamburg, very 
possibly shows the reason why the two latter ports have attracted a 
greater quantity of commerce. 

The length of quay wall for mooring alongside is the same now 
at Antwerp as it was in 1885—-1886, whilst it has been increased 
since then at Rotterdam by 28 per cent., and at Hamburg 68 per 
cent. At the present time the length of these quay walls at 
Antwerp is one-seventh of what it is at Rotterdam, and one-fifth 
of what it is at Hamburg. 

It is true that the length of quay walls in docks closed by locks 
has increased at Antwerp by 48 per cent. whilst there are no quay 
walls of this kind either at Rotterdam or Hamburg, but including 
quay walls of all kinds, Antwerp has 14°3 kilometres of which only 
3°5 kilometres are available for mooring directly alongside, whilst 
Rotterdam has 25°3 kilometres available and Hamburg 16°5 
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kilometres, and it is admitted that quays so available are prefer- 
able to quays inside docks which are closed by locks; moreover, 
the situation is growing every day worse as both Hamburg and 
Rotterdam are engaged in increasing their quay space more 
rapidly than Antwerp. 

Monsieur Helleputte considers that as the cause of the present 
state of Antwerp Port as compared with those of Hamburg and 
Rotterdam is known there is no reason to despair, but that steps 
should be taken immediately to put Antwerp on an equal footing 
with her rivals. 

He concludes by saying, “The way in which we insist will 
perhaps appear exaggerated to some, but they forget that the 
commercial and industrial future of Belgium is closely connected 
with the development of the Port of Antwerp. The development 
of our exports, our colonial trade, the creation of a Belgian 
merchant fleet, the establishment of ship yards, all these questions, 
of such importance at the present moment, will remain unsettled 
if the Port of Antwerp falls still further behind its rivals. It 
is therefore a local question affecting not only the interests of 
Antwerp but those of the whole country.” 
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XI.—ORGANISATION OF THE SIBERIAN CUSTOMS. 


The construction of the Trans-Siberian Railway having opened 
up new markets for foreign merchandise in the interior of Siberia 
and European Russia, it has been found necessary to reorganise 
the Customs system of Siberia. The “Journal du Ministére des 
Finances,” in a recent issue, publishes some interesting particulars 
on this subject. 

The frontiers of Siberia are not protected by a cordon of customs 
officers, and in view of the immense extent of the frontier line it would 
not be possible to organise such a system, once that the railway 
has its terminus on the Pacific seaboard, and is connected with the 
network of Chinese railways. 

The scheme for the reorganisation of the Siberian Customs service 
drawn up last year by the Ministry of Finance, was submitted to 
the Imperial Council as « basis for a special law. This law was 
promulgated on the 4th June, 1899. Hitherto there had been 
no permanent customs system for foreign merchandise imported 
into Western Siberia via the rivers Obi and Yenisei. Up to the 
year 1897 such a system would have been superfluous, seeing that 
by a series of Imperial Decrees tending to develop the navigation 
of the two rivers above named, foreign goods imported in those 
regions were admitted free of duty. Customs agents were only 
charged with the duty of watching such trade in order to prevent 
it attaining undue importance. 

In latter years, however, British merchants and shippers having 
studied the conditions of navigation in the Kara Sea and Siberian 
waters, and having adopted a special type of vessel, have succeeded 
in organising a regular shipping service which allows of them 
placing (once during the summer) considerable quantities of mer- 
chandise on Siberian markets without great expense. It has been 
found that goods imported by this route could be very advantage- 
ously placed on the Siberian markets without being exempted 
from duty. Thus, in the year 1897, certain merchandise imported 
into Siberia via the Arctic Ocean were subjected to an import 
duty, and this is the reason why the customs service which had 
hitherto been carried out by the Excise staff were replaced, as 
from that year as far as the Obi and Yenisei regions were con- 
cerned, by officers from the Irkutsk Customs. 

This customs service is also carried out in accordance with the 
Law of the 3rd July, 1898, by which exemption from duty is only 
granted to articles used in the development of local industries 
(salt, coal, agricultural and other machinery, fishery appliances, 
tin, pewter, olive oil, and some chemical products in limited’ 
quantities). Other goods had to pay duty according to the general 
tariff in force. 

The establishment of permanent custom houses in this district 
was also rendered necessary by local conditions. In fact, the 
vessels which take cargoes for Siberia via the Arctic Ocean, stop 
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at fixed points in the estuaries of the Obi and Yenisei—such as 
Nakhodka on the Obi, and Goltchika Bay, and Brekhovskaia or 
Loukova Protoka on the Yenisei—where foreign goods are tran- 
shipped on to Russian steamers ; these latter again tranship their 
own cargoes of Russian products’ on to foreign vessels for export. 
The transhipment in the estuaries of the Obi and ‘Yenisei is 
carried out under the control of custom house officers, but the 
customs examination of foreign merchandise imported on Russian 
steamers into Tiumen, Tomsk (up the Obi) and into Yenisseisk 
and Krasnoiarsk (up the Yenisei) is made at the point of destina- 
tion. In order to regularise this service, custom houses of the 
first class have been established at Tiumen and Krasnoiarsk, and 
officers attached to these places meet the imported merchandise 
in the estuaries of the Obi and the Yenisei and assist at the 
unlading. 

The second route for the importation of foreign merchandise into 
Siberia is via the Pacific ports, whence such articles find their way to 
markets in the Maritime and Amour territories, the Transbaikal pro- 
vince, and even as far as Irkutsk. The question of levying import 
duties on goods imported via Vladivostock and Nicolaievsk, and 
on which excise dues are already levied in Russia, has been 
discussed since the commencement of the period, 1880-1889. A 
law to this effect was promulgated in 1888, and the collection of 
such duties was entrusted to the excise officers at Vladivostock 
and Nicolaievsk. 

Now that the Amour territory is being colonised, that a railway 
runs from Vladivostock to Khabarovsk, that roads are being made, 
and a steamer service established on the Amour, importations via 
Vladivostock and Nicolaievsk have acquired a particular. import- 
ance, and it has been considered inadvisable to leave the adminis- 
tration of the customs services in the hands of excise officials. In 
consequence, the law of the 4th June has relieved these latter of 
their duties, and placed the customs control of the two ports above 
mentioned in the hands of four detachments of customs officials, 
who will have to undertake the organisation of the customs in 
these regions, while it is also a question of levying duties on 
certain goods which at present are admitted free, 

The principal route by which foreign merchandise, especially 
tea, enters Siberia, nevertheless remains the Chinese land frontier, 
Irkutsk being the centre of the trade. Since Irkutsk has been 
connected by a railway with European Russia, the customs service 
of the district has had to be reorganized in order partly to prevent 
fraudulent importation into European Russia of goods which are 
admitted free at Vladivostock and Nicolaievsk, and partly to carry 
out the formalities necessary for the clearing of tea and the 
forwarding of it by the new line, rather than leaving it to caravans. 
and water transport.» With this object the Ministry of Finance 
will entrust the Siberian customs officials with the task of 
organizing, if necessary, a cordon of customs posts in the Irkutsk 
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district, and a custom house of the first class has been established 
at Tcheliabinsk. This latter will play an-important part in the 
- tea trade, since it is connected by railways with Ekaterinburg, 
Perm, Tiumen, and Syzrane. Hitherto teas imported via Kiakhta 
‘were sent to Moscow, where the customs formalities were carried 
-out, so that tea destined for consumption in the provinces to. the 
‘east of Moscow was burdened with extra transport charges. This 
drawback has been entirely obviated by the establishment of a 
custom house at Tcheliabinsk, and another inconvenience, viz., 
that of being compelled to pay the duty on the tea on its arrival 
at Irkutsk—.e., long before the importers would have had time to 
sell it or specify its ultimate destination —has been also removed. 
The Law of the 4th June also establishes two posts of super- 
intendents for the inspection of the Siberian customs service. 


XII.—_SALT PRODUCTION IN SIBERIA. 


The “ Engineering and Mining Journal” reports that the pro- 
duction of salt in Siberia is very far from adequate to the demand, 
and it is found necessary to import considerable quantities of the 
commodity from European Russia (via Odessa and Vladivostok) 
from Mongolia and other countries. In the ports on the Pacific 
seaboard, foreign salt is imported free of duty. 

In such districts of Siberia as possess workable salt deposits, the 
placing of the salt on the market is often greatly hindered by the 
bad state of the roads, when there are any, and, as a consequence, 
prices rule high. It is true that the State has established in various 
localities salt storehouses, whence the inhabitants may supply their 
needs at a comparatively moderate cost. Even so, however, prices 
vary greatly from place to place. 

In Western Siberia, the only local sources of salt are the 
innumerable salt lakes scattered over the Government of Tobolsk, 
in the south-west of the Government of Tomsk, and in the provinces 
of Akmolinsk and Semipalatinsk. In very hot summers, salt 
deposits on the lake shores to a thickness of 4 in, 

As to the northern portion of this basin, in the Barabinsk and 
Kulundinsk steppes, no one lake yields common salt free from the 
admixture of other compounds, such as sodium sulphate, In the 
southern portion of the basin, on the other hand, in the waterless 
steppes of Akmolinsk and Semipalatinsk, the lakes yield a very 
pure salt, immediately available for edible purposes, Among the 
most notable of these lakes is that of Karyakovsk, which extends 
over an area of 9 square miles ; the portion covered by salt deposits 
measures about 4 square miles, and in the middle of the lake the 
thickness of the salt layers exceeds 40 in. In 1896 there were 
11,834 tons of salt taken from this lake, but this is by no means 
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the greatest amount produced in one year. Moreover, the official 

statistics represent only about a quarter of the actual output, as 

the Imperial authorities allow the Kirghiz nomads who range 

ao southern steppes to take from the lakes as much salt as they 
oose. 

Mention must also be made of the Borovie and Burlinsk lakes 
in the south-west of the Government of Tomsk, in the so-called 
“salt steppe.” The total length of the shores of Lake Burlinsk 
exceeds 19 miles ; the inhabitants of the neighbouring country, 
after selling their grain at Pavlodar, usually take salt as a return 
freight, and the commodity finds its way thence far into Eastern 
Siberia. 

Glauber’s salts are got from the Great and Little Marmishansk 
lakes in the same Government (‘Tomsk), 125 miles south-west of 
Barnaul. The total area of these two lakes is about 24 square 
miles, and the layers of sulphate attain a thickness of 2 ft. even 
at a couple of hundred feet fromthe shore. The annual produc- 
tion averages 1,640 tons, part of which goes to the soda works at 
Barnaul, part is used for smelting ores in the Altai, and the 
remainder in glass manufacture. 

Eastern Siberia is rich in common salt, which is mainly got from 
rock salt deposits. These occur, however, in sparsely populated 
districts, and are at present worked only on a small scale. In the 
Governments of Yenisseisk and Irkutsk, brine springs were 
tapped at Tumanshetsk (20 ft. deep), Troitsk, Ust, Kut, &c. 
Numerous bitter-salt lakes occur in the first-named Government ; 
while in Yakutsk, in the Vilyuisk District, are three rock salt 
deposits. 

According to annual statistics of salt production in Siberia from 
1887 to 1896 (both years inclusive), the Siberian output would 
appear to average 35,000 tons. The labour statistics show that 
in 1894, in the salt works of the whole of Siberia, 1,581 work- 
people were employed, most of whom were convicts whose good 
conduct had secured them 2 mitigated form of penal servitude. 
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XIII.—THE ITALIAN SUGAR INDUSTRY. 


The attention of Italian agriculturists has of late years been 
directed to the question of the competition of home-grown sugar 
with imported sugar, because the rising taxes on the imported 
article have left a larger margin of profit to the refiner. H. M. 
Consul at Naples in a report to the Foreign Office states that the 
present position of the industry is this :— 


Amount. 

Lire. 

Foreign raw sugar, duty in gold, per quintal ose sia 88 0 
+  Tefined sugar, duty in gold, per quiptal ... 9 
Home grown raw. Tax on production pe see eee 67 20 


The tax on imported sugar being in gold, and the tax on the 
home grown article being in currency, increases the difference 
between 88 and 67:20 lire by quite 7 per cent. (say 6 lire 16 c.) 
thus making the real protection 27 lire. Besides, when a sufficient 
quantity of home-grown sugar is produced the tax is lightened 
until the difference reaches 30 lire and even more per quintal. 
Although these facts are not new, it is only lately that they have 
directly stimulated the beetroot industry, as the figures in the 
following table will show :— 


— Importation | Home Consumption 
refined. | Production. per inhabitant. 

Quintals. Quintals. Kilos. 

1889-99... ose 866,670 6,358 2-913 
1890-91... ove 854,496 7,°84 2°859 
1891-92... 816,514 15,724 2°341 
831,969 10,655 2°759 
1893-94... 711,222 11,471 2-570 
1894-95... 744,745 20,898 2°4°6 
1895-96... ose 735,158 26,475 2-449 


Now, if we go back to the year 1884-85 the mean consump- 
tion per inhabitant was 3:280 kilos., and thenceforward in direct 
proportion with the increase of the tax the consumption per head 
decreased. If, again, we compare 1889-90 with 1895-96 we find 
the importation reduted by 131,512 quintals and the home pro- 
duction increased by 20,117 quintals. The amount used per head 
of population stated in the above table has not sensibly varied, 
but this is accounted for by the great increase in population which 
has taken place in the decade indicated. For in reality the con 
sumption per head has fallen seriously. All the benefit of this 
39 lire per quintal goes to the refiners and none to the growers or 
the public. The public have not seen any fall occur in the price 
of their sugar notwithstanding the increased production because 
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the price of it is fixed by that of the imported article, which 
is swollen by the protective duty. Nor does the agriculturist reap 
any advantage from the duty for he gets from 2 lire to 2 lire 20 «. 
for his roots, a price regulated by the competition of the German 
market where high-class refined sugar is made to earn the export 
bounty of 355 marks a ton, and the price of the raw material is 
based on the simple cost of output. 

Thus the fact has arisen that sugar has produced less and less 
revenue to the Italian State as the home production increased and 
the difference has simply flowed into the pockets of a handful of 
sugar refiners. The budget in Italy cannot suffer a faliing- 
off in any branch of taxation, and consequently the revenue has 
had to make up the sugar deficit by other taxation, Owing to 
the sharp rise in the quantity of home production this loss of 
revenue from sugar is becoming annually a more acute question, 
and to put it into figures, were the home production of Italy to 
rise to 700,000 quintals, 21,000,000 lire would have to be levied 
on other things to make up the deficit. The solution actually 
proposed is to level up the duty on home-grown sugar to that of 
the foreign article in order to reduce the profits of the refiners 
and thus to prevent specific injury to the public. Export is 
impossible from Italy, because they could not sell at the low 
figure of 24 lire 25 c. at which Germany and Russia put bounty- 
fed sugar on the markets of the world. (Foreign Office Annual 
Series, No. 2330.) 
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XIV.—THE MADEIRA WINE TRADE. 


H.M. Consul at Funchal reports that the total shipments of 
wine from the island of Madeira during the year 1898 amounted to 
6,216 pipes,* showing a smull decrease from the shipments of 1897. 
The chief buyers were France, Russia, England, Germany, Denmark, 
and Norway and Sweden, more or less in the order named. 

The United Kingdom imported for home consumption in 1898 
only 67,911 imperial gallons, being less than half of what was 
imported in the previous year. 

Though a great deal of wine is yet sent to the port of London 
for reshipment to Dutch, Danish, and Baltic ports, still this appears 
to be lessening year by year, as the facilities given by the ports of 
Hamburg and Copenhagen, &c., are much greater than those of 
London, and freights and reshipping charges much cheaper. 
Direct steamers to Copenhagen and Baltic ports call at Funchal 
two or three times a year, and generally get full cargoes of wine, 
whilst direct steamers for Havre and Hamburg call every month. 

The vintage of 1898 was estimated at only an average crop ; 
not by any means a large vintage, but larger than the very short 
crop of 1897. The quality, however, was good, and the weather 
during the vintage time was all that could be desired. 

Within the last few years many of the best wine districts on 
the north side of the island, which for some time past have 
produced but little wine, have gradually been replanted with 
phylloxera-resisting stocks, and regular crops may now be expected 
from them. There is every prospect of a good vintage for this year. 

Great care seems to be taken by the shippers with the treatment 
of their wines, but for some unexplained reason—perhaps merely 
fashion—Madeiras are not sought for in England as they used to 
be, though markets in other northern countries appear to be 
opening up for these peculiarly rich and generous wines. 

The important law-suit mentioned in previous consular reports, 
viz., the endeavour of the Madeira shippers to obtain for them- 
selves the monopoly of the brand ‘“ Madeira,” or ‘“ Madére,” as 
against the shippers of wines from Spain, who were illegally 
marking their casks and importing them into France, came before 
the Civil Court of Havre last December, and resulted in an 
entirely satisfactory verdict from the point of view of the Madeira 
viticulturists. 

The verdict may be summed up thus: “That the name of 
‘Madeira,’ or ‘Madére,’ is a regional appellation of origin of a 
viticultural product, and that this name is the exclusive property 
of the viticulturists of the island of Madeira, and can only be 
applied to wines coming from the island.” 

This is entirely in conformity with Article IV. of the Madrid 
Protocol of 1891 (a supplementary arrangement to the Paris 
Convention of 1883), under which the “ regional appellation of 
origin of wines,” such as ‘‘ Champagne,” “ Burgundy,” “‘ Madeira,” 
&c., can under no pretext be considered as a generic term. 
(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 2383.) 


* Madeira pipe = 92 Imperial gal!ons, 
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XV.—THE OPENING OF NEW PORTS IN JAPAN. 


An Imperial Ordinance has been published in the “ Official 
Gazette” of Japan of the 13th July last, providing for the opening 
of twenty-two additional ports to foreign trade from the 4th August 
last. 

These places have hitherto been designated “special ports of 
exports.” As they were not named in the treaties, foreign vessels 
were able to frequent them only under special conditions imposed 
by the Japanese Government. They are now assimilated to the 
Treaty Ports. The ordinance contains a proviso to the effect that, 
should the total trade at any of these ports for a period of two 
consecutive years amount to less than 50,000 yen in value, that 
port shall be again closed to foreign trade. 

All the ports referred to in the Imperial Decree are at present 
special ports of exports. Such ports were established in Japan in 
1889, and the number of them has been gradually increased. 

The trade of most of them has grown considerably during the 
past few years, and their opening to foreign trade cannot fail in the 
majority of cases to give an impetus to their development. 

The trade at Shimonoseki, Moji, Misuni, Muroran, and Otaru has 
hitherto been carried on both by foreign and Japanese vessels. The 
principal exports from these places are rice and other cereals, flour, 
coal and sulphur. Fushiki, Otaru, and Miyazu engage in com- 
merce with the Russian Asiatic possessions and Corea, Naha with 
China, and Sasuna, Shishimi, and Izuhara (which are all in the 
Island of Tsushima) with Corea. Trade at the other ports is with 
foreign countries in general, the principal imports being general 
merchandise, and the exports, scaweed, plants, and timber. 

The tonnage of vessels entered from foreign countries and coast- 
wise during 1898 was, according to the Customs returns, as in the 
following table :— 


Ports. Vessels. Tons. 
Yokkaichi ... dud 4 2,420 
Shimonoseki ... is 814 594,228 
821,429 
Izuhara osb ome 154 22,667 


From statistics giving the number of British steamers and 
sailing vessels entered at the five principal ports it will be seen 
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that at the ports of Moji and Shimonoseki, which practically form 
one, being situated on opposite sides of the Straits of Shimonoseki, as 
many as 430, with a tonnage of 847,599 tons, were entered in 1898. 

Hitherto, crews have not been allowed to land at these places, 
but under the new circumstances consequent on the operation of 
the revised Treaty of Commerce and Navigation, the prohibition 
will come toanend. A small mercantile community has commenced 
to grow and may be expected to increase. 

The following is a translation of the Imperial Ordinance referred 
to:— 

Article 1.—The following ports are made open ports, in addition 
to the hitherto ports :— 


Shimizu ... .». In the Province of Suruyga. 
Hakata... ie Chikuzen. 
Sasuna ... pd Tsushima. 
Miyazu ... att Tango. 
Nanao (South Bay) Noto. 
Fushiki ... Etchin. 
Muroran ... Iburi. 


Article 2.—At the Port of Muroran only “mugi” (barley, 
wheat, oats, and rye), coal, sulphur, and other goods determined 
by the Minister of Finance, may be exported. 

Article 3.—When the imports and exports together, at any 
of the ports mentioned in Art. 1, for any two years in succession, 
do not reach the value of 50,000 yen, they shall be closed. 

The date of the closing provided for in the preceding clause shall 
be notified three months beforehand by the Minister of Finance. 

Supplementary Clause-—This ordinance shall come into force on 
al from the date of operation of the Customs Law (August 4th, 
1899). 

Note to Article 2.—By a notification of the Minister of Finance 
which appeared in the Official Gazette of the 17th June, 1899, 
“the other goods determined by the Minister of Finance” are 
announced to be:—-Flour, charcoal, cement, sulphuric acid, 
manganese, bleaching powder, timber and planks, and bamboos. 
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-XVI.—THE HARBOUR REGULATIONS OF TSINTAU. 
(GERMAN-CHINESE TERRITORY.) 


_ A copy of the following regulations for the Harbcur of Tsintau 
Bay (Kiaochow) has been received at the Board of Trade through 
the Foreign Office :— 

1. Kiaochow Bay consists of an outer and inner harbour. The 
limits of the outer, or Tsintau Bay, lie between a line drawn from 
Pile Point to the east point of Clara Bay, and a line connecting 
Cap Evelyn with Junuisan. The inner harbour begins with the 
line last mentioned and is limited on the north by a line drawn 
from Womans Island to the north point of Huangtao. 

The anchorage for different vessels and boats is marked on the 
Harbour Map. ; 

2. Masters of vessels entering the harbour shall, in mooring 
their ship, act in accordance with instructions received from the 
Harbour Captain or his officers. 

3. Masters must report the arrival and departure of their vessel, 
and deposit the ship’s register at the Harbour Office. After receipt 
of the customs clearance and payment of the harbour fee of 2} 
cents for each register ton, the ship’s register will be returned. 

Masters of vessels are bound to deliver any mail matter on board 
to the German Post Office; on leaving the port they are likewise 
bound to take over and carry with them any mail matter handed 
to them by the German Post Office ; they have to take care of the 
correct delivery of the same at the port of destination. Vessels 
with mail matter on board, on entering the port, shall notify this 
by flying the flag T. It is strictly forbidden to accept mail 
matter, except that given over by the German Post Office, or to 
hand over mail matter to any but the German Post Office. 

4, Every master of a vessel is required to hand a full account of 
all goods on board (manifest) to the customs, specifying quantity 
of goods, number, marks, and contents of every package ; if called 
for, fuller particulars must be supplied for statistical purposes. 

Opium can only be imported in original chests; the import of 
lesser quantities than a case, is forbidden. On arrival the opium 
has to be reported to the customs, which will surpervise its 
transfer to the customs godowns. In default the opium will be 
confiscated and a fine of five times its value will be exacted, but 
not under 500 dollars. 

5. The import of arms, gunpowder, explosive materials, and 
any other substances used for their manufacture, is under official 
control. Such goods must be specially reported to the Harbour 
Office on arrival, 

Vessels arriving with petroleum or explosive cargo on board 
shall take up such berths as are designed for this purpose on the 
map, and must remain there until all such cargo has been 
discharged at a place which will be peinted out by the Harbour 
Office. Vessels loading or unloading explosives have to fly a red 
flag at.the fore. 
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Before shipping or discharging any of the above specified goods 
in port, a special permission of the Harbour Office has to be 
granted: in each case the instructions received from the Harbour 
Office shall be complied with. ' 

6. Vessels with persons afflicted with a contagious disease on 
board have to fly a yellow flag at the fore. Before getting a 
special commission from the Harbour Department, nobody shall be 
allowed to leave such vessel, or to have any intercourse with 
people on shore. 

7. On entering and leaving the port during day time the ship 

has to hoist the national colours. 
. 8. No Seaman can be discharged from any ship elsewhere than 
at the Harbour Office or the Consulate representing the nation 
discharged, shall, within twenty-four hours of being discharged, 
produce at the Harbour Office the certificate of his discharge. 

No master of any ship shall discharge or leave behind any 
seaman without the sanction of the Harbour Office or the Consulate 
representing the nation to which the ship belongs. This sanction 
shall depend on a sufficient security to be given by the master 
that the seaman does not become destitute within a period of 
three months. 

No seaman shall wilfully or negligently remain in the colony. 

9. Seamen deserting. may by order of the Harbour Office be 
apprehended and returned on board the vessel. Ships and houses 
may be searched for deserters from ships. A penalty will be 
inflicted on all persons who knowingly shelter deserters from ships. 

10. In the event of death of a passenger or seaman occurring on 
board of any vessel in port, the master shall forthwith report the 
same to the Harbour Office, and subsequently, with the exception 
of Chinese subjects, to the Registrar-General. __ 

11. Disputes between the master and crew of vessels, the nation- 
ality of which is not represented in the colony, may be heard and 
decided at the Harbour Office. The Harbour Office may, at its 
discretion, inflict a fine not exceeding 350 dols., or a penalty for 
a period not exceeding six weeks. 

12. All vessels lying at anchor in port are required to exhibit a 
bright light at a visible place from dark until daylight. 

In cases of fire, riot, or mutiny on board, signals of distress 
(ringing the bell or hoisting flags) shall be made in order to notify 
the Harbour Office. 

13. It is forbidden to throw ballast, ashes, or any rubbish into 
the waters within harb or limits, 

Persons owning, or in charge of, or keeping anything which 
causes an obstruction in the harbour must remove the same. 

If, after due notice has been given, such person fails to remove 
the obstacle, the harbour police shall cause it to be removed, and 
may recover the expenses of removal from the person on whom the 
notice has been served, 

No person unless legally authorized to do so, may go on board 
a vessel without permission of the master or the officer in charge. 
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No junks, lighters, or such-like vessels, are allowed to make fast 
to a ship without the permission of the master or officer in charge. 

14. No buoy may be laid without the sanction of the Harbour 
Office. Buoys that are already laid down are subject to the control 
of the Harbour Office. The Harbour Office, for the sake of safety 
and working of the port, may shift or remove them at its discretion. 

15. In case of contravention of sections 10 and 14 of the above 
regulations, a fine not exceeding 25 dols.; of sections 21, 3, and 12, 
a fine not exceeding 100 dols.; of sections 5 and 6, a fine not 
exceeding 2,000 dols. will be inflicted. 

In case of contravention of section 8, the master will be subject 
to a penalty not exceeding 100 dols., and the seamen to a penalty 
not exceeding 25 dols., or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
25 days. 

In case of contravention of section 13 of these regulations, a fine 
not exceeding 50 dols., or in case of non-payment, imprisonment 
not exceeding one month will be inflicted. 

In case of contravention of section 2, a fine not exceeding 
250 dols. will be exacted, or imprisonment not exceeding three 
months. 

These regulations were to come in force from the Ist July, 1899. 
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XVIIL—REGISTRATION OF RIGHTS BY FOREIGNERS 
IN JAPAN. 


A despatch, dated 26th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Tokio, forwarding translation 
of an Imperial Ordinance relative to the registration of rights in 
immovables acquired by foreigners. By the effect of Article 1 and 
Article 5 of the ordinance such rights, if not already registered at 
a foreign consulate, must be registered at the proper Japanese 
registry office within one year of the coming into effect of the 
revised T'reaties, and if not so registered they cannot be set up 
against third parties. 

H.M. Minister adds that as the registration of leases and mar- 
riage settlements affecting land held by foreigners in Japan has 
hitherto been optional, it may be that many such leases and settle- 
ments have not been registered at the consulates. 

The attention of British subjects residing in the United Kingdom 
who own land in the foreign settlements in Japan should be called 
to the subject, so that registration may be effected, where neces- 
sary, by their agents within the period fixed, which may be taken 
to end on the 16th July, 1900. The following is the translation 
of the ordinance in question. 


Imperial Ordinance, No 329, of July 7th, 1899. 

1. If a right in an immovable which might be set up against 
third persons has been duly acquired by an alien or a foreign 
juridical person before the time fixed in the Imperial Ordinance 
No. 251 of the 32nd year of Meiji,* but has not been registered 
before the said time, it cannot be set up against third persons 
unless it is registered within one year from such time. 

2. For the immovables mentioned in Article 1, special registry 
books shall be opened and kept at the respective registry offices 
within whose jurisdiction the places are where such immovables 
are situated. 

3. Each folio of a registry book mentioned in the: preceding 
article is divided into a column for the number of registration, a 
division for the designation of the immovable, and four sections 
headed respectively :—Ko, Otsu, Hei, Tei.f The division for the 
designation contains a column for the description, and a column 
for the subject-matter of the registration, and a column for the 
number of the order. 

In the column for the number of registration as to each piece of 
land or building is entered the order in which it has first been 
registered in the registry book. 

In the column for the description, the land, buildings, or out- 
buildings are described, and alterations of the same are entered. 
In the column for the number of the description, the order of 


* That is the time fixed for the taking effect of the new treaties, either the 17th 
July or the 5th August, 1899. 
+ That is A, B, C, D. 
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priority of the matters entered in the column of description is 
entered. 

In the column for the subject-matter matter of section Ko are 
entered :— 

(a) In the land registry book matters relating to superfices. 
(6) In the building registry book matters relating to 
ownership. 

In the column for subject-matter of section Otsu are entered 
matters relating to preferential rights, pledges, and mortgages. In 
the column for the subject-matter of section Hei are entered 
matters relating to leases.* 

In the column for the subject-matter of section Tei are entered 
matters relating to right not mentioned in the three preceding 
paragraphs. 

- In the column for the number of the order is entered the 
number indicating the order of priority of each matter ‘Tegistered 
in the column for subject-matters. 

4, When an application for registration is made, all facts which 
can be set up against third persons must be mentioned in the 
application, and the documents necessary to prove such facts 
must be annexed. 

5. A copy of the registry book of a foreign consulate relating 
to an immovable mentioned in Article 1 has the same effect as 
the registry book. 

When an application for registration as to an immovable 
registered in a foreign consulate is made after this ordinance 
takes effect, the provisions of Article 163+ of the Law concerning 
the registration of immovables apply correspondingly. 

- The Minister of Justice may make necessary rules in regard to 
matters mentioned in the foregoing two paragraphs. 

6. As to matters not provided for in this ordinance, the 
provisions of the Law concerning the registration of immovables 
apply correspondingly. 

Additional provision.—This ordinance takes effect on the 17th 
July, 1899. 


* Properly “hiring ” (“ chintaishaku’’). 
+ That article relates to the forms on which registrations are to be made in the 


registry book. 
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XVIII.—THE FORMOSAN CAMPHOR INDUSTRY. 


The camphor trade, that is to say, the manufacture of camphor, 
for some time past in the hands of German merchants only, has 
ceased to be of interest to any but Chinese and Japanese, the 
latter having in every way more facilities for handling this article 
in the interior. Althongh from time to time reports are received 
of robbery with violence perpetrated by banditti up-country, most 
places where camphor is now manufactured can be considered as 
more or less quiet. 

The British Consul at Tamsui states that since it has been decided 
by the Formosa Government to institute a camphor monopoly, 
production has materially increased, owing to the high prices 
ruling in Hong-Kong during the last few months. 

The monopoly was to come into force on Ist July, 1899, and 
from that date the Government alone will be allowed to purchase 
camphor from the producers; and as they will only buy a certain 
quantity per annum, they will have absolute control of the work- 
ing of camphor, together with all matters respecting the cutting 
down of trees, &c. : 

Permits will be issued to producers, and anyone having the 
proper concession-papers and who has taken out a licence in due 
form, will be allowed to produce camphor. 

The Government will itself undertake the sale of the raw 
camphor, after production, in its unrefined state, and will dispose 
of it to purchasers at certain points to be determined upon by the 
Government. These places will probably be Daitotei (Twatutia), 
Shinchiku (‘Tekcham), Tokoham, and the towns on the west coast 
where camphor has usually hitherto been deposited awaiting 
transport. 

The Government has already fixed the price of camphor for the 
period from July 1, 1899, to the end of the financial year at 30 yen 
(say 31.) per 100 catties (say 1332 Ib.). 

‘The Consul is of opinion that this price would seem to be too 
low, and that it will very probably be raised for the following 
reasons :— 

If the Government buys at 30 yen at the places of production, 
i.e., as it comes out of the stills, this would give the manufacturer 
only 2 or 3 yen profit, not taking account of possible and pro- 
bable losses occasioned by typhoons or other causes, whilst if the 
Government proposes to make its purchases at Daitotei (Twatutia), 
Shinchiku (Tekcham), and the other places mentioned, 30 yen 
would be quite insufficient to give a profit after deducting expenses 
for cost of transport from the stills and loss in weight. This last 
item alone would amount to at least 10 per cent. 

The present monthly export to Hong-Kong may be calculated 
at from 2,000 to 2,500 boxes from Tamsui, and say from 100 to 
200 boxes from Kelung to Japan. Owing to the enhanced prices 
ruling in Hong-Kong, in anticipation of the monopoly, the total 
export from the island has increased by about 600 boxes a month. 
(Foreign Office Annual Series, 2339.) 
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XIX.—REGULATIONS FOR THE ENTRY OF ARMS, 
AMMUNITION, &c., INTO PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA. 


‘A despatch, dated 26th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Lisbon, transmitting printed 
copies and translation of a Royal Decree of the 13th July last, 
published in the Official Journal of the 18th July, sanctioning new 
regulations respecting the trade in arms, ammunition and gun- 
powder in the territories of the Nyassa Company, as follows :— - 

Article 1.—All firearms, whether complete or in separate pieces, 
and all ammunition and gunpowder imported into the Ibo custom 
house or into any of its subordinate fiscal posts, are to be kept in 
deposit under the custody of the “customs” and other authorities 
competent for the purpose on account of and at the risk of the 
importers; and the same shall not be cleared for importation or be 
withdrawn from the depdts except under the conditions and 
formalities laid down in these regulations. 

Paragraph 1.—The director of customs at Ibo, and the chief 
customs officers of the subordinate custom houses, shall, with the 
assent of the proper local authority, set apart adequate stores to 
serve as depéts for firearms, ammunition and gunpowder, which 
depéts shall remain attached to the said custom houses which will 
apply for the-necessary number of officials and guards. 

Article 2.—In each of these depots an official shall duly register 
the entrance, clearance and stock in store, and he is to be assisted 
by-a guard ; both of whom are to be customs officials appointed 
by the respective director or chief. 

Paragraph 1.—The Governor of the territories of the Nyassa 
Company will be at liberty to give the said officials some gratuities 
out of the receipts derived from those depéts. 

Article 3.—Firearms received into the depdts must be accom- 
panied by a document, in which the party depositing the same 
shall declare the number of parcels, their marks and numbers, as 
well as the quantity and quality of the arms contained in each 
parcel, for which the official in charge will give a receipt, in 
duplicate, after duly collating the documents, one receipt to be 
given to the depositor, and the other to be kept in the depét. On 
the withdrawal of the arms, either in toto or partly, the depositor 
will give a receipt for those he takes away, which is to be written 
out in the customs document, and the official will register the 
clearance in the document held by the depositor. 

Paragraph 1.—The register of the Arms Depdt shall be kept in 
such a manner that it shall be possible to ascertain at once the 
total number of arms stored, and also the number and quality of 
the arms belonging to each importer. At the end of each month 
a return shall be sent to the Administrative authority, showing the 
existing stock of arms. 

Paragraph 2.—Depositors will be allowed to visit the depot, 
even if accompanied by others, during the custom house hours, for 
the purpose of examining their arms, which, however, they will 
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not be allowed to touch, except in the presence of the official or 
ard. 

en Article 4.—For each gun, gun-barrel or revolver deposited, the 

owner will have to pay 590 reis (2s. 2d.), without reference to the 

period. of deposit, and for each pistol or pistol barrel 200 reis 

(103d.) These rates will be recovered by the customs on the 

clearance of the same for exportation. 

Paragraph 1.—Depositors will not be entitled to receive com- 
pensation on account of the deterioration or entire destruction of 
arms in deposit, if caused by any natural or accidental course. 
Any losses will, however, be made good should the arms have been 
lost, rendered useless or damaged, in consequence of any voluntary 
acts of the officials in charge of the depot. 

Article 5.—Gunpowder and other articles of ammunition are to 
be deposited in the custom houses accompanied by a document in 
which the importer shall make a declaration as to the number of 
parcels deposited specifying the marks, weight and number of each, 
and the nature of its contents. The chief customs official of the 
custom house to which the depot is attached, shall sign a receipt 
for those parcels on the same document, which shall be made in 
duplicate, one for the custom house and the other for the depositor. 
On the withdrawal of the gunpowder or ammunition from the depot, 
either wholly or partly, in accordance with these regulations, the 
depositor will sign a receipt for such parcels and quantities as he 
may have withdrawn, on the above-mentioned document itself in 
the possession of the custom house, and the chief customs 
officer will endorse the clearance in the depositor’s document. 

Paragraph 1.—The register of the deposits of gunpowder, of 
other kinds of ammunition and of arms in the customs houses and 
Stations must be kept in such a manner that it shall be possible to 
ascertain at once, the quantities and qualities deposited therein, as 
well as the names of the owners. 

Article 6.—Depositors will pay 50 reis per kilogramme of 
gunpowder or of other kinds of ammunition deposited, irrespective 
of the period of deposit. 

Paragraph 1.—'The provision laid down in paragraph 1, of Article 
4, is applicable to the depositors of gunpowder and of other kinds 
of ammunition. 

Article 7.—The conveyance of firearms, gunpowder, and other 
kinds of ammunition shall be effected at the expense of the custom 
house. 

Article 8.—Arms of precision, such as rifled guns, repeating 
rifles, or breech-loaders, can only be cleared for importation and be 
withdrawn from the depot, with the permission of the Governor of 
the Territories or of his representative, and delivered to the 
owners, if they give the necessary guarantees that they will not 
give them over to any third party. This permission must be 
applied for to the officer above-named, who, in case he should 
think proper to grant such permission, will issue a “ guia ” (pass) 


302 REGULATIONS FOR PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA. [Sept. 1839, 


on presentation of which the customs will take out of the depot 
the arm or arms referred to and allow them to be cleared for 
importation. 

Paragraph 1.—No permission can be granted for the purpose of 
clearing and withdrawing from the depédt more than one gun for 
the same person, unless the latter shall happen to have a dwelling 
house or an establishment at a place where there is no police, or in 
case he can guarantee that he is engaged in chase or hunting, and 
that the guns delivered to him will bbs exported before the lapse of 
one year. 

Paragraph 2.—The permission referred to in this article will 
always be granted, when the depositors apply for it on behalf of 
travellers provided with a recommendation from their own 
Governments to the effect that the guns which they wish to acquire 
are exclusively intended for their protection, or else on behalf of 
proper persons for the purpose of hunting, or who are merely 
in transit through Portuguese territory and on their way to the 
adjoining foreign colonies, in which case they should exhibit a 
written application signed by the respective-Consular authority 
residing in the territory. 

Paragraph 3.—Those acquiring the guns cleared and withdrawn 
from the public depét in accordance with this article, are bound to 
take out a licence for the purpose of having and using the guns in 
question, before they receive them. 

Paragraph 4.—All the arms in the public depdt are to be regis- 
tered and numbered, which number must be indelibly stamped on 
the butt end of the musket. The governor or his representative 
may dispense with this formality in the case of proper individuals 
coming into the company’s territory for the sole purpose of 
hunting, for not more than one year, and also when they guarantee 
the exportation of the guns delivered to them. 

Paragraph 5.—For each gun withdrawn from the depét, as many 
as 500 cartridges of powder and ammunition can also be taken, 
with a pass from the competent authority. 

Article 9.—The mode of procedure laid down in this article is to 
be adhered to for the withdrawal from the depot and clearance for 
importation of ammunition for the firearms referred to in the 
preceding article, apart from the arms in question, but the 
administrative authorities will only grant such permission to 
persons provided with a licence to have and use the guns for which 
the ammunition is asked for. 

Paragraph 1.—No permission will be given to anyone (except 
with the special sanction of the governor or of his locum tenens) to 
clear and to withdraw from the depét more than 500 cartridges for 
each gun held with a proper licence in each year. 

Article 10.—It is legal to withdraw from the public depét and to 
clear for importation, without the permission of the administrative 
authorities as required in Article 8, any firearms not specified in 
this article and common powder called trade powder. The custom 
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house will deliver these articles to the depositors on an application 
being made, after payment of the import and storage duties, in 
exchange for a receipt which is to be written out in the title-deed 
of deposit. 

The aforesaid articles shall however be registered in the public 
depét of firearms, of gunpowder, and other ammunition, although 
they may not actually be deposited there; and the importers are 
bound to declare to the administrative authorities, within the 
period of six months, what has become of them, and how many are 
still in their possession, subject to verification on the part of the 
said authority. 

Paragraph 1.—The permission granted in this article can only 
be made use of by those provided with a licence to sell gunpowder, 

Article 11.—-Throughout the territory of Cape Delgado under 
the administration of the Nyassa Company, no one is allowed to 
own and make use of any firearm, other than of flint, without per- 
mission from the proper authority. Such permission may be 
granted for 5 or 3 years or 1 year only, or even for six months on 
payment of the respective fees, namely 10,000 (21. 4s. 5d.), 7,000 
(1l. 11s. 1d.), 4,500 (11.), or 3,000 (13s, 4d.) reis. 

Paragraph 1.—Individuals belonging to any military or police 
corps, either of the Government or of the Company, are exempted 
from the provision laid down in this rule. 

Paragraph 2.—Any persons liable to the payment of the 
“Mussoco” or Hut-tax, are to pay for the licence to own or make 
use of any gun other than a flint musket, 800 (3s. 7d.) reis per 
annum ; they will however, be allowed, in the act of payment of 
the said taxes, to pay the same by means of labour or military 
service. 

Article 12.—Throughout the whole of the territory under the 
Nyassa Company, it is absolutely forbidden to sell firearms of any 
kind, gunpowder or any other kind of ammunition, without the 
previous permission of the competent administrative authority 
who will only grant it when, where, and to those it may be deemed 
expedient, For each annual licence and each place of sale, a tax 
of 5,000 (11. 2s. 2d.) reis will be charged. 

Paragraph 1.—For the purposes of this article exchange for 
other articles is considered a sale. 

Article 13,--Licences for the sale of arms and gunpowder, can 
only be granted by the Governor of the territories and by the 
chief officers of districts. 

Article 14.—The Governor of the territories, the chief officers of 
districts, and the collectors of the Hut-tax, are competent to grant 
licences for owning and using firearms. 

Article 15.—Any arms and ammunition found in the possession 
of any persons unprovided with the necessary licence, or whose 
licence may have already expired, will be seized, and proceedings 
will be taken against the offenders, who will be sent to the judge. 

Article 16.—Any firearms, powder or ammunition offered for 
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sale without a licence will be seized, and offenders will be 
prosecuted and sent before a judge. 

Article 17.—It is absolutely forbidden to sell firearms, flint 
muskets excepted, and also ammunition, with the exception of the 
common trade powder, to any persons unprovided with a licence to 
enable them to own and make use of such arms. 

All vendors contravening this enactment shall be prosecuted and 
sent before a judge, and if found guilty, their licences for the sale 
of arms and ammunition will be cancelled. 

Article 18.—Any firearms and ammunition, comprised in the 
provision set forth in Article 8, at present in the possession of the 
merchants must be sent to the public depot, where they shall be 
received and deposited, and whence they may be withdrawn under 
the conditions and terms set forth in the aforesaid article. 

Article 19.—The Governor of the territories of the Nyassa 
Company and the chief officers of districts are at liberty to prohibit 
entirely, during a certain period of time, and in certain specified 
regions, the sale, and the clearance for importation, and with- 
drawal from the public depots, of firearms, ammunition and gun- 
powder of any kind, should the exigencies of the public peace 
require it. Such temporary prohibitions will not entitle any 
individuals provided with licences to sell such articles, to claim 
any compensation. 


‘ 
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XX.—IMMIGRATION REGULATIONS FOR THE ISLANDS 
OF CUBA AND THE PHILIPPINES. 


The following regulations relating to immigration into the 
Island of Cuba have been veceived at the Board of Trade through 
the Foreign Office :— 

Art. I—Collectors of Customs will collect a duty of one dollar 
for each and every passenger who shall come by steam or sailing 
vessel from any foreign port to any port of Cuba, except citizens 
of the United States and residents or natives of said Island of 
Cuba. 

Art. II.—All such moneys collected must be deposited and 
accounted for as prescribed for Customs collections in the Customs 
Regulations for Ports in Cuba. 

Art. III.—Collectors of Customs are charged, within their 
respective districts, with the execution of the laws pertaining to 
immigration, and all importation of labourers under contract or 
agreement to perform labour in Cuba. They will employ all 
Customs, immigration, and other officers assigned to them for 
duty in the enforcement of the immigration Acts; and all such 
officers are hereby designated and authorised to act as inamigration 
officers. 

Art. IV.—Whenever it shall be necessary, in making the 
examination of immigrants, to temporarily remove them from 
the vessel upon which they arrived to a desirable place provided 
for the examination, such immigrants shall not be regarded as 
landed so long as they are undergoing the examination, and are 
in charge of the officers whose duty it is to make such examina- 
tion ; and such removal shall not be considered a landing during 
the pendency of any question relating to such examination, or 
while awaiting their return as provided by law. 

Art. V.—The Collectors of Customs shall enter or record the 
name of every immigrant found upon examination to be within 
either of the prohibited classes, with a statement of the decision 
in each case, and at the same time give notice in writing to the 
master, agent, consignee, or owner of the vessel upon which said 
immigrant arrived, together with the grounds of refusal to land 
such immigrant, that said vessel is required to return such 
immigrant to the port whence he came. 

Art. VI.—The regular examination of immigrants under the 
special inquiry required by these regulations will be separate from 
the public, but any immigrant who is refused permission to land, 
or pending an appeal in his case, will be permitted to confer with 
friends or counsel in such manner as the Collector of Customs 
may deem proper. 

Art. VII.—Any immigrant claiming to be aggrieved by the 
decision of the inspection officers may appeal therefrom, and such 
appeal shall stay his deportation until decision be had thereon. 
Such appeal shall be in writing, and shall specify the grounds of 
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appeal, and shall be presented to the Collector of Customs, who 
shall at once forward such appeal to the Collector of Customs for 
the Island, with all the evidence in the case and his views thereon. 

Any inspector dissenting from a decision to admit an immigrant 
may appeal therefrom, which appeal shall be in writing and specify 
the grounds thereof, and shall be forwarded by the Collector of 
Customs to the Collector of Customs for the Island in like manner 
as in cases‘of'an appeal by an immigrant. 


Art, VITI.—Upon.a decision of the appeal the immigrant shall 
be at once landed or deported in accordance with such decision, 
and, in case landing is refused, the master, agent, consignee, or 
owner of the vessel. by which the immigrant arrived shall be 
notified of such decision by the Collector of Customs, and that the 
immigrant will be placed on board said vessel, to be returned, as 
aforesaid. 


Art, IX.—The expenses for keeping and maintenance of such 
immigrants as are ordered to be returned pending the decision of 
their right te land, and the subsequent expenses for the keeping 
and maintenance of those ordered to be returned, and the expense 
of their return, shall be borne by the owner or owners of the vessel 
on which they came. 


Art. X.—At least twenty-four hours before the sailing of the 
vessel upon which the immigrants are ordered to be returned, the 
master, agent, consignee, or owner of such vessel shall notify the 
Collector of Customs of the proposed hour of sailing, who shall, 
immediately preceding the sailing, place on board all immigrants 
to be returned by said vessel as aforesaid, and in case any master, 
agent, consignee, or owner of such vessel shall refuse to receive 
such immigrants on board, or shall neglect to retain them thereon, 
or shall. refuse or neglect to return them to the port from which 
they came, or to pay the cost of their maintenance while on land, 
such master, agent, consignee, or owner shall be deemed guilty of 
a misdemeanor, and sball be punished by a fine of not less than 
300 dollars for each and every offence, and any such vessel shall 
not have clearance from any port of Cuba while any such fine is 
unpaid, 

Art. XI.—No vessel. bringing immigrants in the steerage, or in 
apartments other than the first and second cabins, from ports 
where contagious or infectious diseases are prevailing, shall be 
admitted to entry unless it appear by the certificate of the consular 
officer at such port that the said immigrants have been detained at 
the port of embarkation at least five days under special medical 
observation in specially designated barracks or houses set apart for 
their exclusive use, and that their clothing, baggage, and personal 
effects have been disinfected before being placed on board by one 
of the following methods :— 

(1) Boiling in water not less than thirty minutes. 

(2) Exposure to steam not less than thirty minutes, the steam 
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to be of a temperature not less than 100° C. (212° F.), nor greater 
than 115° C, (289° F.), and unmixed with air. 

(3) Solution of carbolic acid of a 2 per cent. strength. This 
method (No. 3) may be applied only to leather goods, such as 
trunks, satchels, boots, shoes; to rubber goods, &c., the articles to 
be saturated with the solution. 

(4) Articles that would be destroyed or injured when subjected 
to any of the above methods may be disinfected by immersion in a 
solution of bichloride of mercury, 1 part in 2,000, until all parts 
are thoroughly saturated, due precaution being taken against 
mercurial poisoning. 

The above restrictions will also be applied to vessels bringin 
immigrants from non-infected ports but who come from infecte 
localities. 

Art. XII.—There shall be delivered to the Collector of Customs 
at the port of arrival, by the master or commanding officer of the 
vessel, lists or manifests, made at the time and place of embarka- 
tion of such immigrants, which shall, in answer to questions at the 
top of said lists or manifests, state as to each of said passengers :— 

(1) Full name. 

(2) Age. 

(3) Sex. 

(4) Whether married or single. 

(5) Calling or occupation. 

(6) Whether able to read or write. 

(7) Nationality. 

(8) Last residence. 

(9) Seaport for landing in Cuba. 

10) Final destination in Cuba. 

(11) Whether having a ticket through to such final destina- 
tion. 

(12) Whether the immigrant has paid his own passage or 
whether it has been paid by other persons, or by any corpora- 
tion, society, municipality, or government. 

(13) Whether in possession of money, and, if so, whether 
upwards of 30 dollars, and how much, if 30 dollars or less. 

(14) Whether going to join a relative, and if so, what rela- 
tive, and his name and address. 

(15) Whether ever before in Cuba, and, if so, when and 
where. 

(16) Whether ever in prison, or almshouse, or supported by 
charity. 

(17) Whether a polygamist. 

(18) Whether under a contract, expressed or implied, to per- 
form labour in Cuba. 

(19) The immigrant’s condition of health, mentally and physic- 
ally, and whether deformed or crippled, and if so, from what cause. 


Art. XIII.—Said immigrants shall be listed in convenient 
groups, and no one list or manifest shali contain more than thirty 
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names. ‘There shall be delivered to each immigrant or head of a 
family, prior to or at the time of embarkation, or at some conve- 
nient time on the voyage before arrival, as may be found most 
convenient, a ticket on which shall be written his name and a 
number or letter, designating the list and his number on the list, 
for convenience of identification on arrival. Each list or manifest 
shall be verified by the signature and the oath or affirmation of the 
master or commanding officer, or of the officer, first or second, 
below him in command, and of the surgeon of said vessel, or other 
medical officer, as provided in sections 2 and 3 of the Act of 3rd 
March, 1893, United States Statutes; therefore the above affidavits 
must be attached to each list or manifest, which lists or manifests 
must be kept separate and not fastened together. 

In case there is a surgeon sailing with the vessel, that officer 
must sign and verify each list or manifest, and the verification by 
another surgeon will not be in compliance with the law. 

All forms of lists or manifests and affidavits sent out by 
authority of this Department are suggestive merely, and will 
not relieve any person from the necessity of complying strictly 
with all the provisions of said Act of 3rd March, 1893. 

Art. XIV.—In case of the failure of said master or commanding 
officer of said vessel to deliver to the said Collector of Customs 
lists or manifests verified as aforesaid, containing the information 
above required as to all immigrants on board, there shall be paid 
to the Collector of Customs at the port of arrival the sum of 10 
dollars for each immigrant qualified to enter Cuba, concerning 
whom the above information is not contained in any list, as afore- 
said, or said immigrant shall not be permitted so to enter Cuba, 
but shall be returned like other excluded persons. 

Similar regulations have also been issued with regard to 
immigration into the Philippine Islands. 


i 
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XXI.—NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF BARBADOS. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the new customs 
tariff of Barbados, which was to come into force on the 26th June, 
1899, and remain in force until the 31st December, 1899. The 
following table shows the rate of import duties leviable on goods 
impo into the Colony, under the new tariff :— 


Table A.—Import duties. 


Articles. Duty. 
£3. d. 
Arrowroot, tous-les-mois, and all other starches... ... per 100 lbs. 0 2 6 
Asse3 ... eee ose eee each 0 7 6 
Bran and pollard ove per 100 lbs. 0 0114 
Bread, pilot and navy, and crackers 
Bricks... pet 1 ,000 0 7 6 
Batter oes oss per 100 Ibs. 012 6 
Oleomargarine, margarine and their “compounds .. 06 3 
Candles, other than tallow... 012 6 
Candles, tallow ges 0 6 8 
Cement ooo eee per barrel 02 6 
Cheese... .-. per 100 lbs. 012 6 
Coal, and the mixed preparations thereof, and coke ... per ton 03 9 
Cocoa .. ose ose per 100 lbs. 0 6 3 
Cordage (except twines) ane 0 4 6 
Corn, maize, barley and wheat, eee 009 
Fish, dried, salted, orsmoked ... coe ae, per 113 Ibe, 0 2 6 
F ish, pickled—ot her than trout or salmon “Ks «per barrel os 
F ish, pickled—trout or salmon ... eee 0 6 3 
F lour, wheat or rye per barrel of 196 Ibs.| 0 6 3 
Grain (including beans and peas) n not already specified per 100 lbs. es 
Indian Meal or other kinds . ove per barrel of 196 lbs.| 0 1 104 
Hay 00 43 
Horses, ‘under 14 hands high a Poe eve ove each 015 0 
Horses, all othe:s ... $0 06 
Lard ... ove ove per 100 Ibs, 0 6 3 
Liquors— 
Malt liquor, cider, and perry, in wood «. per cask 64 gallons}; 018 9 
Malt liquor, cider, anc Perry; in bottles reputed ; 
quarts dozen 3 
Spirit and cordials, except ram and perfumed 
spirits, to be used as perfumery only .. per gallon 010 0 
Gin, for every gallon below or aca to proof by 
Sykes’ hydrometer . 05 0 


Gin, for every higher degree of proof, ‘in proportion. 
Rum, for every gallon below or — to proof 7 
Sykes’ hydrometer ... 
Rum, for every higher degree of proof, in proportion. 
Wine, sparkling ... ade per gallon 
Wine, all other kinds ... 
Manures and fertilizers, other than the raw manure of 


(— — — — —) 
or 
cor co 


horses, mules, sheep and cattle... ove per ton 8 
Manures, raw, of horses, mules, sheep and cattle na ” 1 
Matches, lucifer and other kinds, the gross of 12 dozen 

boxes, ‘each box to contain not exceeding 100 sticks... ca a 


Matches, boxes containing any greater or less quantity 
to be charged in - pn 
Meat, salted or cured * ee abe ons «+» per 100 lbs. 0 6 3 
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Articles, Duty. 
Metals, new— 
nails, bolts, rods, spikes and 
rivets . per 100 Ibs. 
Copper in “sheets, “rods, Bars, bolts, spikes, nails and 
rivets . ose vin ove 9 
Iron hoops, bars ‘and rods 
Tron nails, spikes, rivets and clinches. 
Lead, sheet and pipe ... sve 
Metals, 
Co , brass ani soe ” 
Mules of the value of £12 oes each 
Mules under the value of £12 10s. ove 1 
Oils, kerosine 
Oil meal and oil cakes Per 100 Ibs. 11} 


Rice ... coe ces per 100 Ibs. 
Soap ... one per 100 lbs. 
except sucking pigs... ee each 


— 


o oo ooo 


ugar ove ove ove oes ove per 100 lbs. 
Tallow... ove ose ove eee ” 
Tobacco— 
Cigars, cheroots and ove ” 
nw eee eee oe eee eee ” 
Other manufactured tobacco .. 
Other manufactured tobacco, if in outer packages 
% less than 80 lbs. net weight each 
eee ” 
Lent, if in outer packages of less than 50 Ibs. net 
weight each ... bes 1 


Hemlock, birch, beech, white pine, pitch pine and 
spruce, the 1 ,000 feet superficial measurement of 


one inch thickness ... ose 0 7 8 
Hoops, whether coiled or straight i ose per 1,200 pieces 09 0 
All other kinds, except in naves, felloes, spokes and 
unsquared posts con 100 cubic feet 012 6 
Shingles of all descriptions per 1,000 38 
Staves, white and red oak, whether. loose or made 
up in bundles, or shooks ... eee 1,200 pieces 09 0 
Truss hoops ... woe ose per set of nine 0 1 105 


All other articles not in this table particularly enumerated, or 
in table B particularly exempted, to pay 15 per cent. ad valorem. 


| Table B.— Exemptions from Duty. 


The following articles are admitted into the Colony of Barbados 
free of duty :— 

All articles for the use of the Governor of the Island. 

All articles and things whatsoever imported by the local govern- 
ment for the police or tor public institutions. 


| 
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All. articles specially imported for the use or decoration: or 
building or repairing of any place of worship, and not imported 
for sale, on the certificate to that effect of the officiating minister. 

All articles and things of every description imported by..any 
naval officer on full pay in Her Majesty’s service for his use and 
accommodation, on the certificate to that effect ot the officer so 
importing. 

The, Governor purchasing any _ articles whateoever, shall be 
entitled to have the duty refunded to him out of the public 
treasury on the warrant of the Governor-in-Executive Committee, 
on the certificate that he is entitled to the refund. . 

Where horses are purchased by the Governor direct from the 
importer, within six months after the date of import, the duty 
shall be allowed him on the warrant of the Governor in Executive 
Committee, on the certificate that he is entitled to the refund. 
All articles and things of every description, imported as general, 
military, or naval stores for the use of Her Majesty’s Military and 
Naval Forces, and all building materials and supplies, imported or 
taken out of bond under the authority of Her Majesty’s Treasury, 
for military and naval services, under certificate from the head of 
the department concerned. 

Chargers imported by, and bona jide the property of field officers, 
or department of officers of relative rank, or of staff officers or 
adjutants of regiments, and necessary for the proper discharge of 
their military duties, under a certificate from the assistant adjutant- 
general. 

Articles of personal and horse equipment necessary for the 

performance of military duty, under a certificate from the head 
of the department concerned. Horses imported for the commis- 
sariat department or purchased for the commissariat department 
within six months of their being imported, under a certificate from 
the head of the commissariat department. 
_ All bona fide official supplies sent for the use of any Consular 
officer by his Government, if the Governor in Executive Committee, 
on proof that such Government accords to British Consular officers 
within its territory similar treatment, thinks fit as a matter. of 
courtesy, to exempt such supplies from customs duties, provided 
always that such Consular officer, before receiving such supplies, 
free of duty, shall make a declaration before the Comptroller that 
such supplies are sent by his Government for his use as Consular 
officer; and provided also that any such exemption shall not 
exempt the Consuls from customs duties generally. 

Asphalt. 

Belting for snedhimene : blubber and heads and offals of fish, 
bones, horns and dried blood, books bound and unbound, almanacs, 
cards (other than playing cards), papers and printed matter in- 
tended for advertisements, pamphlets, newspapers, and printed 
matter in all languages, forms and papers (whether printed or 
manuscript), maps, charts, school globes, engravings, music, pic- 
tures, statues, and other works of art, provided always that the 


] 
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importation of books shall be subject to the provisions of copyright’ 
laws ; bottles of glass or stone ware. 

Calves, sucking ; cassaripe, cocoanuts, coin and bullion, cotton 
wool. 

Eggs. 

Foals, fresh fish and turtle, fresh fruit and vegetables: fuel, 
wood and charcoal ; gravel, sand, soil, earth and peat, green ginger, 
gunpowder, gun-cotton, dynamite, nitro-glycerine, and all other 
explosive matter whatsoever. 

Hoesticks, horses brought into the island by equestrian com- 
panies, provided the same are taken away by them on leaving, and 
race horses on every occasion after the first importation thereof, 
provided no drawback had been claimed thereon on exportation. 

Hulls, boats, masts, spars, apparel, tackle and furniture of 
vessels condemned by survey, and on which tonnage duty shall 
have been paid. 

Ice. 

Kids and sucking lambs. 

Leeches, lemon and lime juice, lizne, building and temper, lime- 
stone, live and dead stock not enumerated in table A ; logwood. 

Machinery and apparatus imported for the purpose of manufac- 
turing bricks, tiles, cements, pipes, and other articles of the like 
nature, and for renewing the same as it shall from time to time 
become worn and useless. Machinery imported for the purpose of 
reaping or manufacturing sugar or rum. Machinery and apparatus 
imported for use in the construction and establishment of ice 
factories and for the manufacture of ice. Machinery and apparatus 
imported for the purpose of boring for oil or petroleum, or for 
mining asphalt (commonly called manjak) or other minerals. 
Machinery and apparatus imported for the purpose of refining oil 
or petroleum, or manufacturing any article of commerce from oil 
obtained in Barbados, or for manufacturing fuel from manjak. 
Machinery and apparatus imported for the purpose of manufac- 
turing tobacco. Machinery and apparatus imported for the 
purpose of manufacturing matches. Metals—old iron and old lead. 

Packages in which goods are imported, except new trunks, vats, 
hogsheads and puncheons. 

Passengers’ baggage containing apparel and articles of personal 
use, and professional apparatus. Patterns and samples of no 
intrinsic value. Personal effects of individuals belonging to the 
island dying abroad. 

Printing presses, printing paper, printing ink and type. 
Pozzolana. 

Rags, raw hides and skins. 

Sawdust, specimens illustrative of natural history, seeds, bulbs 
and roots, and cuttings of plants or shrubs of all kinds. 

Straw. 

Tablets and tombstones and all the appurtenances thereto, 
imported specially for immediate erection and not for sale, on 
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certificate of the person for whom imported ; tar, pitch, and resin, 
turtle and tortoise shell. © 

Tonnage dues.—All vessels landing or taking on board cargo 
pay ls. per ton on the registered tonnage, or tonnage duty 
computed on the weight or measurement of the goods landed or 
taken on board, but in no case is the tonnage duty computed on 
the weight or measurement aforesaid to exceed the amount arrived 
at by calculating the duty at 1s. per ton on the registered tonnage. 

Section 3 of the new Tariff Act enacts that the following articles, 
the product of the soil or industry of the United States of 
America, of Great Britain and the British Possessions, and of such 
other countries as shall be entitled by convention with Great 
Britain to the benefit of the most-favoured-nation treatment, 
imported into the Colony, or which may be in bond when this 
Act comes into operation, shall be admitted free of duty, namely: — 

Asses, bran, candles of tallow, carts and vehicles, clocks, corn 
brooms, corn or maize, corn meal, cotton seed oil, cycles and parts, 
egys, hay, horses, lamps, machinery for electric lighting, mules, 
pitch and tar, rosin, tallow, wire fencing. 

Section 4 enacts that the following articles, the product of the 
soil or industry of the United States of America, of Great Britain, 
and the British Possessions, and of such other countries as shall be 
entitled by convention with Great Britain to the benefit of the 
most-favoured-nation treatment, imported into the Colony, or which 
may be in bond when this Act comes into operation, shall be 
admitted at a rate of duty of 5 per cent. on the value, namely :— 

Fruits and vegetables, dried, canned or preserved, other than dried 
cocoanuts, fish, tinned or canned ; clothing and wearing apparel 
made of cotton; earthen and glassware, hardware and cutlery, 
furniture and upholstery, wooden and willow ware, wooden 
hoops. 

Section 5 enacts that the following articles, the product of 
the soil or industry of the United States of America, of Great 
Britain and the British Possessions, and of such other countries as 
shall be entitled by convention with Great Britain to the benefit of 
the most-favoured-nation treatment, imported into the Colony, or 
which may be in bond when this Act comes into operation, shall 
be admitted at the following rates of duty, namely :— 


Articles. Duty. 

Bread and biscuit, not fancy or intin ... ove +e per 100 lbs, 0 0 6 

eee ooe ove ‘per ton 0 2 6 

Lard, and its compounds or substitutes... ... ee per 100 lbs, 0 2 0 
Meats— 

Ham, bacon, tonguss, canned or preserved meats ... - 0 2 6 

Beef or pork, salted or pickled was, POR HOO This. 6 
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Articles. . Duty, 


+. per gallon 0.0 8 
Beer, lager only per dozen quarts| 0 0 6 
Wines.. per gallon 0 1 6 
Lumber, pitch pine .. ove + per 1000 feet 0 4 2 

Tobacco ; unmanvfactured in in packages of of not less than 

50 Ibs. 0 011 


The provision hereinbefore made in favour of such countries as 
shall be entitled by convention with Great Britain to the benefit of 
the most-favoured-nation treatment shall cease to apply when the 
said conventional rights shall be terminated, and the provisions of 
tables A and B (see above) shall thereupon apply to articles 
imported from such countries. 

Section 6.—The duties imposed by this Act shall be ascertained, 
raised, levied, collected, paid, recovered, and applied under the 
Trade Act, 1891, or any other Act which may now or hereafter be 
in force, having reference to the trade or revenue of the Colony. 

Section 7.—The duties under this Act shall be paid and received 
according to the weights and measures established by the Weights 
and Measures Act, 1891, and in all cases wherein the same are 
imposed according to any specific quantity or value, the same shall 
be deemed to apply in the same i ciiesth to any greater or less 
quantity or value. 
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XXII.—CUSTOMS TARIFF OF SOUTHERN RHODESIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the British South 
Africa Company, copy of an ordinance relating to the levying, 
collection and management of customs duties in Southern 
Rhodesia. The following table shows the amount of duty leviable 
on certain articles on importation into Southern Rhodesia :— 


No. Article. Rate. 


1 | Ale, beer and cider, all kinds of strength, ex- 4-8. d. 
ceeding two per cent. of proof spirit— 
(a) of not greater content than 


imperial quart eee soe per gall. e'1 6 
(b) chen vessels, bulk or wood . o.1 8 
2 Beads, known as “ Kafir beads per ‘lb. 8 
3 | Confectionery—including sweetened cocoa or 
chocolate, honey, jams, jellies, preserves, sweet- 
meats, candied or preserved ginger or chow- 
chow, and all other kinds compounded, made, 
or preserved with sugar, but not including 
purely medicinal preparations prepny classed 
as apothecary ware per 100 lbs, 018 9 
4 | Fruits, preserved, of all kinds, bottled, “tinned, 
or otherwise preserved, including pulp and 
candied peel owe 018 9 
5 | Almonds and nuts .. 
6 | Gunpowder and other explosives suitable for 
use in firearms (and 7} per cent. ad ral. in 
addition) ... 0 0 6 
_7 | Guns and gun barrels, firearms— 
(a) Single eee per barrel 1:0 6 
(d) Double and other .. wee 015 0 
(and in either case 7} per cent. ad val. in addition.) 
8 | Picks and hoes, Kafir... one ose each 6 
9 | Pistols and revolvers 050 
10 | Spirits— 
(a) Perfumed . per imp. gall. 
(6) Liqueurs and cordials exceeding 2 per 
cent. of proof spirit, and methylated 
spirit 015 0 
(e) ot er sorts, exceeding two per cent., but 
not exceeding the strength of proof by 
Sykes’ hydrometer, and so on in is 
portion for any greater per imp. gall.} 0 15 
| Tobacco— 
(a) Cigars and cigarillos... Ib. 060 
(and in addition 7} per cent. ‘ad val. in ad ition.) 
(6) Goorak or gooracco and hookah mixture, 
and all imitations or substitutes so) pardb: 06 0 
(ce) Snuff ose ” 040 
(d) Cigarettes .. one 0 4 0 
(e) Manufactured and ‘cut Oo 
(g) Not manufactured but stemmed 026 
(h) Not manufactured and unstemmed leaf ‘ o's 6 
12 | Wine— 
(a) Claret, not exceeding 20 per cent. of 
proof spirit - perimp. gall.} 0 6 0 
(6) Other than (a) exceeding 2 per cent., 
but not more than 50 per cent. of proof 
spirit 09 0 
(and in audition 74 per cent. ad valorem on all wines “when 
imported not in wood.) 
NoTE.— Wine exceeding 50 per cent. of proof spirit to 
be classed as spirit. 
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The following articles shall be liable to a duty of 20 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

13. Blankets and sheets or rugs, cotton or woollen, or manufactures 
of cotton and wool, commonly used as cotton or woollen 
blankets or rugs, the single article, in pairs or in the piece, 
and coats, jackets, or other apparel made of blanketing or baize. 

14, Bon-bons, surprise packets and crackers, and other similar 
fancy confectionery. 

15. Carriages, carts, coaches, waggons, and all other wheeled 
vehicles intended for the conveyance of persons or goods, 
‘including finished or fashioned parts thereof, not being metal 
parts not usually made in the South African Customs Union, 
but required in the manufacture of wheeled vehicles 
therein but not including bath chairs, perambulators, toy 
carts, store trucks or barrows. 

16. Extracts or essences of all kinds used as flavouring or 
perfumery, including saccharine. 

17. Medicinal preparations, not being drugs for dispensing 
purposes. 

18. Perfumery, cosmetics, dyes, powders and soap, or other 
preparations for toilet use, and soap powders and extracts. 

19. Shawls. 

The following articles shall be liable to a duty of 74 per cent. 
ad valorem :— 

20. Articles of wearing apparel and personal adornment, including 
both shoes and slippers (exclusive of articles under item 
No. 13). 

21. Cottons, linens, silks, and woollens, or mixtures thereof, in the 
piece or otherwise (exclusive of articles under item No. 13). 

22. Drugs and chemicals (exclusive of articles under item No. 17, 
and chemicals for use in the extraction of metal from ores or 
other mining or gold recovery purposes). 

23. Furniture including brushware, cabinetware, carpets, glass- 
ware, household utensils, lampware and musical instruments. 

24. Hakerdashery, drapery, and millinery. 

25. Jewellery, plate, clocks, and watches. 

None of these duties shall extend or apply to any articles grown, 
produced, or manufactured within the South African Customs 
Union, or to any articles described in the free list attached to the 
said customs union tariff. 

For the purposes of the administration of the above ordinance, 
and in so far as special provision has not been made therein, the 
several laws of the Cape of Good Hope relating to customs 
management to the extent that the same are not inconsistent 
with such provision shall apply to all importations into Southern 
Rhodesia. 

The ordinance may be cited for all purposes as “ 'The Customs 
Tariff and Management Ordinance, 1899,” and the rates of duty 
imposed by the ordinance. are to take effect from the Ist day of 
August, 1899. 
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XXIII.—CHILE: MAGELLAN TERRITORY. 
New Tariff of Import Duties. 


The following particulars with regard to duties on certain 
articles imported into the Magellan territory (Chile) have been 
received at the Board of Trade through the Foreign Office. 

Art. .—The President of the Republic is empowered to put 
into force in the Magellan territory, from the Ist of June of the 
current year, Law No. 980 of the 23rd December, 1897, and the 
corresponding tariff of sate as affecting the articles named in 
the list 


No. Articles. Duty. 
1 | Bran oes advalorem | 25 per cent. 
2 | Red peppers ” 60 
3 | Spirits, spirits of wine, liqueurs, brandy, with 
or without sweetening matter... one per doz. bottles $15.0 
4 | Starch ee. ad valorem | 60 per cent. 
5 Manufactured articles of wicker, straw, palm, 


cane, willow, and all sorts of osier, roots and 
fibres of trees and _— including baskets 


and hats ... aes ove 35 

6 | Playing cards 4 

-7 | Trunks, portmanteaux and travelling’ bags . 35 

8 | Blacking and varnish for boots... ¥ 35 s 
9 | Boots and shoes, except india-rubber foot 

covering . 60 


10 | Carriages, carts, large and small, bassinettes, 
whole or in pieces, with the exception of 


cappings, axles, and tops ... 60 
11 | Barley... per metric quintal $1.50 
12 Salted beef ad 60 per cent. 
13 | Beer, in bottles ... doz. $3-00 
» in other receptack s _ per litre 
14 Cigars and cigarettes— 
Cigars ... per kilog. $6.00 
15 | Adhesive ad valorem | 35 per cent. 
ove per kilog. $0°56 
16 Alimentary preserves ad valorem | 60 per cent. 
17 | Allkinds of confectionery, excepting medicinal 60 
18 | Pickled articles ... ” 60 ms 
19 | Brooms, brushes, with the exception ‘of tooth 
and nail brushes eee 60 
20 | Vermicelli.. 60 
21 | Preserved dried fruits, i in ‘syrup or spirits 60 
22 | Wheaten flour... ... per met. quin, $2.00 
23 | Hams ose ad valorem | 60 per cent. 
24 | Fresh and dried vegetables 25 
25 | Maize vee GA valorem | 60 
26 | Butter ove 25 
27 Billiard tables and accessories ... ose ‘ 35 3 
- 28 | Furniture, whole or in pieces, ae or 
plain ... ove eee 60 
29 | Potatoes ... ous ae 25 
30 | Fedder ... eee 25 
81 | Dried fish .. 35 


32 | Lines, cords, ‘hempen thread or ‘string $s 35 
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No. Articles. Daty. 
33 | Common salt, rock salt, ground or refined... per met, quin. $2.50 
34 | Sole leather, tanned skins and manufactured 

articles of leather and skins, ers 

straps and machinery bands . ad valorem | 35 per cent. 
35 | Leaf or cut tobacco— 

36 | Vinegar... ose valorem | 60 per cent, 
37 | Wines— 

White and red per doz. botts. $12.00 

x » in other receptacles per litre $1.20 


Article II—The President of the Republic is similarly em- 
powered to organize a custom house service in Punta Arenas in 
order to put this law into force, and to devote during the current 
year for the organisation and installation of the same upwards of 
15,000 dols. 

The values of the articles mentioned above on which the ad 
valorem rates are levied, are fixed according to the Chilean Valua- 
tion Tariff of 1896, a copy of which may be seen on application at 
the Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, 8.W., any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p-m. 
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XXIV.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 
Russia. 
Tariff Decisions. - 


A despatch, dated 18th August last, has beén received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at. St. Petersburg, reporting 
that the Russian Department of Customs supplements its circulars 
Nos. 1,998 and 6,729 of the 25th January and 9th February and 
1st and 13th April respectively of the current year, in respect of the 
admission into Russia duty free, under section 218 of the Customs 
Tariff, of patterns of textile manufactures, as also those of tulle, 
lace, braid and such like articles in the following manner :—- 

Under section 218 of the Russian Customs Tariff, may be ad- 
mitted duty free, patterns of textile manufactures, tulle, lace, braid, 
&e., not exceeding 1 arschine (28 inches) in length and breadth, 
only in such case when it shall be determined by the General 
Commission of the custom house that in regard to size, quantity, 
and variety of material there can be no doubt as to their being 
employed as patterns only. Should the Commission, however, 
determine that the above patterns possess the appearance and 
character of goods, and may be utilized for other purposes, they 
will then be dutiable according to the material of which they are 
made. Patterns of textile manufactures, &c., not exceeding 
1 arschine in length and breadth, although determined by the 
Commission to possess the appearance and character of goods, 
shall be admitted duty free under section 218 of the Tariff in the 
following cases :— 

1. If the patterns be destined exclusively for reproduction by 
Russian manufacturers and in each separate case not otherwise 
than on the presentation of a certificate to that effect by the 
manufacturer. 

2. If the patterns of textile manufactures before leaving the 
custom house be, with the consent of the consignee or his agent, 
and at his cost, cut crosswise or in zigzag fashion at distances of 
every 3 vershoks (5°25 inches) by a special instrument supplied to 
each custom house for the purpose, and if those of tulle, lace, 
braid, &c., be stamped at the same distances in white, red or blue 
colours, dependent upon the colour of the patterns, by means of a 
special ink stamp supplied to each custom house for the purpose. 


Russta—SIBERIA. 
Free Entry of Gold Mining Machinery. 


A despatch, dated 21st August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg, 
forwarding a translation of a recent decision of the Minister of 
Finance, published in the “Bulletin des Lois,” No. 92, of July 
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27th, August 8th last, giving a list of certain machines and their 
parts requisite for gold mining operations in Siberia and the 
Urals, of which the importation free of duty into the Empire is 
sanctioned under given conditions for ten yeers until January 
Ist/14th, 1909. 

This list is to replace the former one published in the “ Bulletin 
des Lois,” No. 111 of September 10th/22nd, 1898. 


NETHERLANDS. 
New Law relating to Excise Duty on Wine. 

A despatch, dated 23rd August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at the Hague, transmitting 
translation of a law of the 22nd July, amending the legislation 
relative to the excise duty on wine. It is to be known in the 
future as “the Fruit Wine Law.” The translation is as follows :— 

Article 1.—Article 2 of the law of 20th July, 1870 (Staatsblad 
No. 127) shall read as follows :— 

“ By the word ‘wine’ are understood all fermented drinks, 
wholly or partly prepared from the juice or the extracts of grapes, 
ra‘sins, dried currants, and other fresh or dried fruits. 

“« By the word “ fruits ” are also understood currants, gooseberries, 
bilberries, and raspberries. Fluid lees and sediments are also 
taxed as wine, also unfermented juices or extracts of the fruits 
above mentioned, adapted to make, mix with, or dilute wine. 
Fermented or unfermented drinks prepared in the country from 
fresh fruits, excepting grapes, are exempted from excise duty.” 

Article 2.—In store-houses serving for keeping wine under pro- 
longed credit, it is prohibited to admit or have on hand fresh or 
dried fruits, unfermented juices, and extracts of grapes, fermented 
or unfermented juices, and extracts of other fruits. 

The violation of this prohibition will be punished with a fine, to 
be paid by the trader using the storehouse, of not less than 
200 florins, and not more than 1,000 florins. 

In addition to this the Minister of Finance may deprive the 
trader who has violated the prohibition of the right to store wine 
on prolonged credit. : 

Article 3.—In Article 29 of the aforesaid law of 20th July, 1870, 
instead of “raisins, dried currants, and other fresh or dried fruits, 
excepting currants and raspberries,” shall read :—“ or dried fruits.” 

Article 4.—The manufacturers of beverages, which according to 
Article 1 of this law are exempt from excise duty, are bound to 
hand in at the office of the receiver a declaration, duly signed, of 
the premises constituting the manufactory, inciuding those which 
communicate with it, specifying the ground, and the description 
and sort of fruits that will be worked up. 

For the manufactories standing at the date of this law coming 
into operation, this declaration must be sent in within one month: 
and for manufactories to be erected later on, before they begin 
working. 
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On taking other premises into use, or on altering those already 
specified, a declaration shall previously be made in the same 
manner. ‘The omission of the declaration enjoined in this article 
shall be punished with a fine, to be paid by the manufacturer, of 
not less than 125 florins, and not exceeding 1,400 florins. 

Article 5.—The last paragraph of Art. 30 of the aforesaid law of 
20th July, 1870, is repealed. 

Article 6.—The following paragraph shall be added to Art. 11 
of the law of 7th May, 1878 (Staatsblad No. 34). 

“Our Minister of Finance, with the necessary precautions, may 
also allow the account to be cleared off by exporting the wine to a 
foreign country.” 

Article 7.—We reserve to ourselves the right, by general 
measures of administration, with the necessary precautions against 
abuse, to grant exemption from excise duty for wine used for 
manufacturing cognac. 

Article 8.—The acts punishable, according to the provisions of 
this law, shall be regarded as criminal offences, except as to the 
application of the Arts. 57 and 58 of the criminal code ; instead of 
which shall be applied the Ist and 2nd paragraphs of Art. 62 of 
the code for violations of the law. 

The provisions now in force in the matter of import and excise 
duties for the case of non-payment of fines, are also in force in the 
application of this law. 

Article 9.—This law may be referred to under the title of 
“Fruit Wine Law ” (Vruchlenwijnet), 


GERMANY. 


Certisicates of Origin for Imports from Nations enjoying most-favoured- 
nation treatment. 

A despatch dated 19th August last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Berlin, transmitting 
copy of a decree, with translation, of the Bundesrath relating to 
alterations in the existing regulations for certificates of origin for 
imports from nations enjoying most-favoured-nation treatment. It 
will be noticed that the notification of July 25th, 1896, and the 
regulations of January 30th, 1892, as regards certificates of 
origin are now suspended by this decree. 

The decree is as follows :— 

1. The notification of the Imperial Chancellor of the 25th July, 
1896 (“ Central Blatt” of 1896, page 411), as to the production of 
certificates of origin, as also the regulations of the 30th of January, 
1892, regarding certificates of origin for goods coming from 
countries enjoying most-favoured-nation treatment, are hereby 
suspended. 

2. In the case of wine and must in barrels (No. 25 e.1. of the 
tariff) imported with the object of enjoying the “Treaty” tariff 
c 
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rates, the country of origin must be duly authenticated, when com- 
ing from a most-favoured-nation country, by an official certificate, 
and if required, with an accompanying certified translation, from 
the country of origin, or by other means (such as the production of 
ships’ papers, invoices, way-bills, commercial correspondence, &c.). 

3. For wine and must in barrels coming from Austria-Hungary, 
no proof of production is necessary, besides, Article 3 of the Com- 
mercial Treaty with that State, dated 6th December, 1891, provides 
that the “ Treaty” rate of duty is to be applied whenever proof 
is furnished that imports thence came out of the “ Free Traffic” 
(that is, not originating from any “ Improvement Traffic Arrange- 
ments ”). 

4. When there is no doubt as to the origin or place of despatch 
of wine or must in barrels coming from most-favoured-nation 
countries, the chief officials are empowered to dispense with special 
proof. 

5. When other goods, enjoying tariff privileges in the existing 
treaties, are imported with the view of benefiting by the lower 
“Treaty ” rates, then the officials at the custom house of entry can, 
if they have reason to be suspicious as to the right to enjoy these 
lower duties, make the application of the “‘ Treaty ” rates dependent 
upon satisfactory proof being furnished in accordance with the 
provisions of the above regulation, No. 2, as to the origin of the 
goods, or, when existing treaties require it, of the place of despatch 
of the goods. 

6. For the small frontier traffic the higher “ District Finance” 
authorities are empowered to grant modifications as to these certi- 
ficates of origin or of the place of despatch. 

7. Certificates of origin or of place of despatch (“ Ursprungs-oder 
Herkunftsnachweise”) are not required in the case of passengers’ 
baggage. 

Admission of silk fabrics in ‘‘ Improvement Trade.” 

A despatch dated 19th August last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin transmitting a 
translation of a decision of the Bundesrath of the 8th June last as 
follows :— 

Silk tissues without pattern of close taffeta (“taffelbindig”) as 
also twilled and damasked (brocaded), made only of the silk of the 
Bombyx Mori- without any admixture of floss silk or of’ silk 
from the silkworm, living on oaks (‘‘ Hichenspinner”) or of other 
spun materials and when woven on both sides with fixed selvages, 
also silk fabrics of the raw silk of the “ Oak” silkworm or of other 
silkworms, not kept in captivity (‘‘ Korahs, Tussahs, or Tussors”), 
in a bleached or unbleached state (“‘roh auch abgekocht” ) such tissues 
may be admitted into the country in “Improvement Traffic” 
(* Veredelungsverkehr”) for the purpose of washing, bleaching, 
dressing, dyeing, and printing, on the understanding that such goods 
as-remain for inland trade shall be liable, without regard to their 
coniing from a country not enjoying most-favoured-nation treat- 
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ment, to the “Treaty” tariff rate No. 30 @.1. (i.¢., 600 marks per 
100 kilos., or 28. 83d. per lb.) according to their weight in their 
“improved” state, whenever the said tissues are not chargeable 
under the rate of 300 marks per 100 kilos. (1s. 43d. per lb.). 

The necessary regulations for carrying out this order are to ke 
issued by. the customs officials. 


Modification in Regulations for carrying out the Sugar Law with 
regard to denaturalisation of sugar for cattle food. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a memorandum by the Commercial Attaché to H.M. 
Embassy in Berlin reporting that the Bundesrath, in its Session 
of the 20th April, 1899, decided :— 

1, That No. 2 of sec. 26 of the Annex “ D” of “ The Regulations 
for carrying out the Law on Sugar” shall be worded as follows :— 

“The denaturalisation is to take place by mixing the sugar in a 
pounded state with flour either of oil cake, of meat-food, or of fish- 
food, or with fish guano in the proportion of at least 20 per cent. 
of the net weight of the sugar; and, in the case of mixture with 
flour of rice fodder, to the extent of at least 30 per cent. 

“The pounding of the sugar can be dispensed with in case of 
necessity, with the consent of the chief superintending Bureau. 
The officials charged with the superintendence of these matters 
are empowered to allow further exceptions in special cases.” 

2. The provisions of No. 4, section 2, and of Nos. 5, 7, and 8 
arc suspended. 


Tariff Decisions. 


A memorandum, as follows, has been received at the Board of 
Trade, through the Foreign Office, relative to tariff decisions of 
the Prussian Finance Department. 

Celluloid sheets, plates, &c., imitating ivory.a—Only such sheets, 
plates, &c., of celluloid imitation of ivory will henceforth be 
classed under No. 20, B, 1 Note (i.e., at 30 marks per 100 kilos., 
or 15s. 3d. per cwt.) as imitations of ivory when they show not 
only the colour peculiar to ivory, varying from white to yellow, 
but. also marking or graining, similar to ivory. This will be the 
rate for such pieces prepared (for goods classed under No. 20, B, 
1 of the tariff (for “* goods partly made of celluloid,” &c.) 

Wooden. sticks, with ferrules.- Coloured, stained and lacquered 
sticks, also polished, rough and made of wood, fitted with ferrules 
and corresponding to the category of No. 2, A, of “ sticks made of 
wood,” on page 432 of the Official Tariff Book, are to be classed 
under No. 18, F, of the tariff instead of under No. 13, G (we., at a 
rate of 10 marks per 100 kilos., 5s. 1d. per cwt., from ordinary 
countries, but at 5 marks per 100 kilos.—2s. 64d. per cwt. when 
coming from “treaty” nations or from such countries as enjoy 
most-favoured-nation treatment. The No. 13, G, rate was one of 
30 marks per 100 kilos. 

So-called “ Japanese Fans” of less than 15. or more oy 45 

c 
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centimetres Ileng.—So-called “Japanese” fans made of paper or 
bamboo sticks, both folding or stiff, are no longer to be treated as 
“fans,” but according to the rate of duty for the materials of 
which they are made. No. 20, B, 3 of the tariff will no longer be 
applied to them (200 marks per 100 kilos., or 5J. 1s. 8d. per ewt.). 

Rough jute fabrics with paper gummed underneath for packing 
purposes.—This was formerly allowed, by an order dated June 5th, 
1883, to pass under No. 22 of the tariff (12 marks per 100 kilos., 
or 6s. ld. per cwt., and, if coming from “treaty” or most- 
favoured-nation countries, at 10 marks per 100 kilos., or 5s. 1d. 
per cwt.). It will now be classified under No. 27, F, 3 of the 
tariff as “ packing paper lined with stuffs,” and will pay 24 marks 
per 100 kilos., or 12s. 2d. per. cwt., and if coming from “treaty ” 


or most-favoured-nation countries, 18 marks per 100 kilos., or 
9s, 2d. per cwt. 


Imports from Kiaochau. 


A despatch, dated 8th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, reporting that 
the Prussian Minister of Finance has issued a declaration as regards 
duties on imports from Kiaochau. By a decision of the Bundesrath 
of June 2nd, 1893, the treaty tariff was made applicable ‘to the 
produce of German colonies and protectorates. - 

The German leased territory of Kiszochau was declared, by an 
Imperial ordinance of April 27th, 1898, to be a protectorate. 

The territory of Kiaochau is accordingly to be regarded as a 
German protectorate in the sense of above-named Bundesrath 
decision, and its products on importation to Germany are to be 
charged duty under the treaty tariff. 


FRANCE, 
Passenger Tax at St. Malo. 


A despatch, dated 22nd August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Cherbourg, reporting that a 
tax of one franc will be levied in future on all passengers arriving 
at or leaving St. Malo, the proceeds being devoted towards 
defraying the cost of vertical quays to be constructed at the east 
end of the dock. 

The London and South Western Railway Company wiil increase 
their fares by one franc, for each single ticket, and two francs each 
return. This will also affect the navigation, in so far that vessels 
which formerly paid thirty centimes dock dues by: the decrees of 
1886 and 1887 will now pay forty-five centimes, or an augmenta- 
tion of fifteen centimes per registered ton. This extends to all 
classes of vessels, including yachts, and the fifteen centimes will be 
paid by vessels engaged in the Coasting Trade on the French 
coast, which hitherto have paid nothing. 
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New Commercial Convention. 

A despatch dated 21st July last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Montevideo, transmitting a 
opy of the French text of the Convention between France and 
Uruguay for the renewal of the Treaty of Commerce of 1892, the 
ratifications of which were exchanged in Montevideo on the 10th 
July last. 


PORTUGAL. 
New Schedule of Consular Fees, 


A despatch dated 17th July last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Lisbon, transmitting printed 
copies and a translation of a law dated the 13th July last, 
altering Articles 48, 51, and 59 of the Schedule of Portuguese 
Consular Fees of 1898, as follows :— 

Art. [—The subjoined Article is substituted for No. 48 of 
the Schedule of Consular Fees sanctioned by the Law of 
May 5th, 1898. 

No. 48 visa of any declaration of cargo in duplicate (irrespec- 
tive of the nature and quantity of the cargo, but each declaration 
shall not comprise merchandise shipped in or by more than one 
ship, by more than one shipper, or to more than one consignee), 
fee to be paid by the shipper, 2,250 reis (10s.). wits 

§ Declaration of cargo is dispensed with as regards parcels of 
the value of less than 45,000 reis (10/.), and weighing less than 
10 kilogrammes. 

Art. I[.—The -subjoined wording is substituted for No. 51 
and No. 59 of the said schedule :— 

Clearance of a ship (including a certificate as to the quantity 
and quality of the ballast); bill of health; visa of a bill of health ; 
muster-roll of the crew of a ship, specifying the ports of destina- 
tion, and accompanied by a declaration as to the manner in which 
the captain of a ship may have complied with the law and regula- 
tions in force ; certificate, legalising any alterations in the muster- 
roll of a ship; visa of a certificate of register or ownership of a 
ship; visa of a list of passengers ; visa of the log-book, irrespective 
of the documents which may have to be issued or certified to in a 
foreign port according to circumstances, and in view of the rules 
set forth in the Consular Regulations, fee to be paid by the captain 
or master. 

(a) Portuguese or foreign ship receiving cargo of the value of 
more than 180,000 reis (40/.). Reis 9,000 (21.). 

(b) Portuguese or foreign ship in ballast or receiving cargo of 
the value of not more than 180,000 reis (401.). Reis 4,500 (1/.). 

(c) Portuguese ship either engaged in the navigation on the 
high seas or in the coasting trade, with reference to clauses (a), 
(>), and (d), one-half of the fee fixed therein. 
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’ (@) For any official decision with reference to any cases not 
provided for in clauses (a) and (4), a fee of reis 4,500 (1/.) will be 
levied. 
Articles 48, 51, and 59 of the Schedule of 1898 which have 
been thus altered, "used to read as follows :-— 
48, Visa in a declaration of cargo in quadruplicate when such declaration 
refers to the whole of the ship’s cargo 


(a) In the case of the cargo consisting of sulphur, coal, gypsum, or 
cement, 15,000 reis (£3 6s. 8d.). 

(b) Should the cargo consist of other articles or merchandise, 20 000 
reis (£4 8s. 10d.). Should the declaration refer only to a part of "the 
ship’s cargo. 

(c) For every 1,000 kilogrammes or fraction thereof (no notice, 
however, being taken for this purpose of any excess of weight beyond 
200,000 kilogrammes), 100 reis (5d.). 

Section 1.—This fee is to be paid by the shipper. 

Section 2.—The declaration must mention the name of the ship, the quantity, 
quality, marks, numbers, and gross weight of the parcels shipped, the 
nature of the merchandise, their net weight and value, as well as the port 
of destination. 

51. Certificate as to the quantity and quality of ballast. 

(a) Portuguese ship, 4,000 reis (17s. 9d.). 

(6) Foreign ship, 5,000 reis (£1 2s, 2d.). 

59. Visa of the log-book, reis 1,000 (4s. 5d.). 


Duty on Cotton Shawls and Handkerchiefs. 


A despatch, dated 5th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Lisbon, transmitting copies 
and translation of a Law dated the 29th July last, in virtue of 
which it is enacted that unbleached cotton shawls and handker- 
chiefs (in the piece) shall pay the same rate of import duty as 
unbleached cotton tissues, viz., from 170 reis to 400 reis per 

‘kilogramme, according to class, thus giving a new interpretation 
to Article 228 of the Portuguese Customs Tariff. 


Import Duty on Beer. 


A despatch, dated 5th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Lisbon, enclosing printed 
copies and translation of a Law dated the 29th July last, by which 
a general duty of 20 reis (1:06d.) is ordered to be levied on all 
beer, both Portuguese and foreign, entered for consumption in 
Portugal. 

Import Duty on Rice. 


A new article has been added to the Portuguese Import Customs 
Tariff, namely :—‘ No. 814 rice, broken, and residues of the same 
for making starch.” 


The import duty on the above is fixed at 7 per cent. ad valorem. 


Spain. 
Free Entry of Hides. 
- The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office, 


copy and translation of a Royal Order with regard to the importa- 
tion of raw hides into Spain. Under these regulations raw hides, 
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when not the product of a European country, but proceeding from 
European ports, are exempted from payment of the duties under 
tariff 4 if consigned in accordance with the Royal Order of the 
21st of April last respecting cotton, for which see “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for June last, p. 700. 


BULGARIA. 
Free Entry of Articles for Use in Native Industries. 


A despatch, dated 23rd August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Agent and Consul-General at Sofia, 
transmitting a further list of articles* which the Bulgarian Govern- 
ment has exempted from import duty, when imported for the use 
of factories enjoying privileges under the law for the encourage- 
ment of native industries, as follows :— , 

Woollen yarns (No. 20 and over) for knitting, sulfuriol, coal or 
raw petroleum (solely for the Varna cotton manufactory), vaseline, 
salts of antimony, sulphate of soda, log wood, acetic acid, benzine 
alum, glycerine, sulphate of iron, litharge, potash, castor oil. 


Excise Duties. 


A despatch, dated 31st July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Agent and Consul-General at Sofia 
reporting that the Sobranie, in its winter session, passed a law 
amending the “ Loi sur les Accises” so as to extend to sugar re- 
fineries the privilege hitherto only enjoyed by distilleries, of not 
being required to pay the excise duties on their produce until 
three months after it has left the factories. 


Export of Pernik coal to Rowmania. 


A despatch, dated 28th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M, Agent and Consul-General at Sofia 
reporting that, in the Bulgarian Official Gazette of the 14th (26th) 
August last, the Ministry of Commerce notifies that Pernik coal 
intended for exportation to Roumania will be sold at the rate of 
ten francs per ton of first quality (the usual price), but that on 
production of a certificate establishing the fact of exportation to 
Roumania a drawback of three francs per ton will be allowed. 


GREECE. 
Certificates of Origin. 

The ‘Bolletino di Notizie Commerciali” states that the Greek 

Government has ordered that the following articles should be 

accompanied by certificates of origin when imported into Greece :— 

hides, fresh or salted, scraps of animal products (skins, hoofs, é&c.), 

raw silk and wool, rags of all kinds, used rope and string, cables, 


* See “ Board of Trade Journal’”’ for January, p. 72. 
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wearing apparel, linen and bedding, used sacks, used upholstery 
and carpets. 

These regulations have been issued to obviate the importation of 
any of the above articles from places infected with or suspected of 
plague. 

Importation of Merchandise from Crete. 
A despatch, dated 28th August last, has been received at the 
* Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Athens transmitting 
translation of a Royal Decree of the 27th July/8th August, 1899, 
relating to the importation of merchandise into Greece, from Crete, 
as follows :— 

Merchandise or other things carried by steamers and sailing 
vessels arriving from Crete may be received in Greece on produc- 
tion of a certificate of the sanitary or other official authorities of 
Crete to the effect that the articles are from Crete ; and that the 
consular certificate required by the sanitary decree of 31st May 
last, for precautions against plague, be not demanded. 


OTToMAN EMPIRE. 
Disinfection of Raw Hides. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of acircular addressed by the Constantinople Board of Health 
to the Sanitary Officers in Turkey, containing instructions respect- 
ing the measures to be taken for the disinfection of raw hides 
imported into the Ottoman Empire. According to the above, raw 
hides (peaua non tannées) sent in bales from the far East, with 
certificates of origin to the effect that they came from countries 
free from epizootis, cholera, plague, or yellow fever, and which 
are transhipped at Port Said, will be only admitted into Ottoman 
ports which have a lazaretto. The bales of hides will be dis- 
infected at the lazaretto, and immediately afterwards forwarded to 
the tanneries under the supervision of the sanitary authorities. 


States. 
Packing of Tea samples. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a Treasury circular of the United States Government 
relating to the receptacles for tea samples, as follows :— 

‘The attention of the Department has been called to the fact that 
instances have occurred where tea samples sent from ports of 
importation to ports where tea examiners are stationed, for the 
purpose of examination under the Act of 2nd March, 1897, have 
been packed in boxes which formerly contained matches, rubber 
bands, confectionery, &c., thus affecting the flavour of the tea, and 
jeopardising a fair and correct test thereof, and with a view to the 
correction of such practice, it is hereby prescribed that all such 
samples shall be packed in perfectly clean, new tin cans, cylin- 
drical in shape, 24 inches deep, 3 inches in diameter, of a capacity 
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of 4 ounces, with tight slip covers, properly labelled, and accom-- 
panied in each instance with an extract from the invoice, giving 
marks and numbers of packages, invoice number, name of con- 
signee, name of importing vessel, date of importation, &c., in order 
that the importation may be identified by the examiner, and to the 
end that, in case of rejection and exportation under the provisions 
of section 6 of said Act, should an attempt be made to re-enter the 
teas at another port, their identity can be established. ; 

Section 4 of said Act provides that— 

Samples shall be obtained by the examiner and compared by 
him with the standards established by this Act; and in cases 
where said tea, or merchandise described as tea, is entered at ports 
where there is no qualified examiner as provided in section 7, the 
consignee or importer shall in the manner aforesaid furnish under 
oath a sample of each line of tea te the collector or other revenue 
officer to whom is committed the collection of duties, and said 
officer shall also draw or cause to be drawn samples of each line in 
every invoice, and shall forward the same to a duly certified 
examiner as provided in section 7. 

It is also represented that the above provision of law is not in 
all cases complied with, instances occurring where but one sample 
is furnished, and no information given whether the sample so 
forwarded is that drawn by the importer or by the customs officer.. 
In all cases samples drawn by each should be forwarded, and the 
name of the importer or customs officer drawing the sample should 
appear on the label. 

The expense of procuring tin cans of the above description will 
be paid from the appropriation for defraying the expenses of. 
collecting the revenue from customs. 


Unirep States—Cusa. 
Free entry of Cattle for Breeding Purposes. 


The following tariff circular of the United States Government 
relating to the free entry into Cuba of graded bulls and cows for 
breeding purposes has been received at the Board of Trade through 
the Foreign Office :— 

For the purpose of carrying into effect the directions of the 
President as contained in War Department Tariff Circular No. 83, 
providing for the admission into Cuba, free of duty, of graded 
bulls and cows for breeding purposes, the following regulations 
prescribed thereunder by the Secretary of Agriculture are pub- 
lished for the information and guidance of all concerned. 

That to secure the benefit of this provision all cattle must 
arrive in Cuba not later than July Ist, 1900. 

That said cattle shall be entered only through the ports of 
Havana, Cienfuegos, Nuevitas, and Manzanillo, at which ports 
inspection shall be established as hereinafter indicated. 

That none but pure-bred or graded bulls and cows suitable for 
breeding purposes, free from disease, immune from the effects of 
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the fever tick, and being of not less than one-half blood of a 
recognised breed, shall be admitted under tariff circular above 
mentioned. 

: Provided—That cattle of a recognised breed of less than one- 
half blood, or graded cattle whether of a recognised breed or not, 
may be admitted free ot duty if from the proofs presented by the 
owner, agent, or importer, it appears that said animals are graded 
and suitable for breeding purposes. 

That the breeds recognised by the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
admitting cattle free of duty into the United States for breeding 
purposes, shall be adopted as recognised breeds under this order, 
and are set forth in Treasury Department Circular, No. 87, Division 
ot Customs, June 22nd, 1899. 

- That there shall be established at the ports above-named in- 
spection by qualified veterinary surgeons selected for this duty, who 
shall require that the owner, agent or importer present a certificate 
of record and pedigree of the cattle, if registered, and if not so regis- 
tered, shall require an affidavit by the owner, agent or importer 
that said animals are graded, setting forth the breed and grade. 
That the inspector shall also require satisfactory evidence of the 
immunity of such cattle from the effects of the fever tick (boophilus 
bovis), and shall not permit the entry of any animals which in his 
judgment are unsuitable for breeding purposes. If the inspector 
is satisfied from the proof presented that the grade of the cattle so 
imported is sufficient to warrant their admission free of duty for 
breeding purposes, he shall issue a certificate hereunder to that 
effect, which, upon presentation to the collector of customs at the 
port of entry, shall entitle said cattle to admission free of duty. 


Tariff Decision. 


According to a circular of the War Department at Washington, 
dated 10th August last :— 


Beehives are added to the list of articles which may be imported 
into Cuba free of duty. 


Unitep States—Porto Rico. 


Tariff Modifications. 


The following information relating to the tariff of Porto Rico 
has been received at the Board of Trade through the Foreign 
Office :-— 

By direction of the President, paragraphs 48 and 49, page 52, 
of the Amended Customs Tariff and Regulaticns for ports in 
Porto Rico, are hereby amended so as to read as follows :— 

48, Needles, sewing or embroidering, pins, crochet 
hooks and the like, hooks and hairpins, N.W. Dol. 
(Disp. VI., rule 9) ... kilog. 0.10 

49. Surgical instruments, pens, and pieces of clock- 
works, N.W. (Disp. VL. rule 9) ... kilog. 0.30 
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Paragraph 206, on page 66, is amended to read as follows:— 


206. Bovine animals: Dol. 
a. Cows ... ia ... each 3.50 
b. Bullocks, calves and heifers .. ben » 93.00, 


The “ Free List,” page 75, is amended we the addition thereto 
of the following paragraph : 
368. Bovine animals, castrated. 


According to a circular of the War Department at Washington, 
dated 7th August last, paragraph 3, page 47, of the “ Amended 
Customs Tariff and Regulations for Ports in Porto Rico,” is hereby 
amended so as to read as follows :— 

3. Earths employed in manufactures and arts : Dol. 
Cement, lime and gypsum, G.W. ... 100 kil. 0.20 


According to later circulars, paragraphs 240 and 241 are. 


amended to read as follows :— 
240. Machinery and apparatus for making 


cent. ad valorem ... 10. 


241. Machinery and 2. mares for making rum, per cent., 
ad valorem . 


And the following is added the “ List,” 
page 75 :— 
368. Machinery and apparatus and parts thereof for making 
and refining sugar or for other agricultural purposes. 
Upon entry of any of the articles included in this 


paragraph, affidavit will be required that they are’ 


solely for the purposes indicated. _ 
Paragraph 332, page 73, is amended to read as follows :— 


332. Umbrellas and parasols : Dol. 
a. Covered with silk 0.10 
b. Other ... a 0.05 


Norz.--Umbrellas and parasols shall always be dutiable 
according to the tissue with which covered and not the tissue 
with which lined. 


Maritime Signals in Brazilian Ports. 


A despatch dated 9th July last has been received at the Foreign’. 


Office from H.M. Minister at Rio de Janeiro, enclosing three copies 


and translation of a decree of the Brazilian Government intro-. 


ducing certain alterations in the Code of Maritime Signals, as 
follows :—The President of the Republic of the United States of 
Brazil has decided to decree the substitution of red for white in 
the pennant (corneta), No. 2 and flag No. 3 of the fifth class of the 
general code of signals of the Republic for ports and “ barras,” 
approved by decree No. 2661, of Ist November, 1897, the rect- 
angle in the centre of the flag being white, and the addition to 
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table 1 of the said code in continuation of, “separate signals” 
(“ signaes avulsos ”) the following :— 
No. 463.—The bar (barra) permits of the departure of sailing 
vessels. 
. 465.—A sailing vessel is in view from the North. 
. 466.—A sailing vessel is in view from the South. 
. 511.—A steamer is in view from the North. 
. 512,—A steamer is in view from the South. 
. 513.—The ship sighted is a man-of-war. 
. 514.—-The ship sighted was going North. 
516.—The ship sighted was going South. 


Additional Five per Cent. of Duties payable in Gold. 
The Board of Trade have received a notification to the effect 
that it is announced and passed by the Brazilian Congress that 
from the 1st January next, five per cent. of the duties on imported 


articles will be levied in gold i in addition to the ten per cent. gold 
duties introduced on the Ist January this year. 


JAPAN, 
Tonnage Dues. 


The United States Minister at Tokyo has transmitted a report 
to his government with a translation of regulations for the operation 


of the tonnage dues law in Japan, as follows :— 

Art. I.—Persons wishing to pay the tonnage dues for one year 
at one time, according to the provisions of the note appended to 
Article 1 of the tonnage dues law, shall give notice of their intention 
to the custom-house or a branch cffice of the same. 

Art. 11.—When the custom-house or a branch office desires to 
collect tonnage dues, notice shall be given to the player of the 
amount of dues and the place of payment. 

Art. I1I.—Vessels engaged in foreign trade which enter port on 
account of calamities at sea or other unavoidable reason should 
certify to the circumstances at the custom-house or branch office. 

In case the tonnage dues are paid, the above is not required. 

Art. 1V.—Persons who desire to receive a certificate of the pay- 
ment of tonnage dues, or a certificate of the measurement of their 
vessel, in case such vessel has been measured in accordance with 
Article IV. of the tonnage law, should apply to the custom-house 
or branch office and pay a fee of 1°50 yen (about 3s. 1d.) for each 
certificate. 

The above fee may be paid in revenue stamps, attached to the 
application for certificate. 

Art. V.—With regard to the method of investigation and 
punishment of violations of these regulations, the regulations for 
the operation of the custom-house law shall be applied. 

Appendix.— This ordinance shall go into effect on the date of the 
operation of the tonnage dues law (August 4th, 1899). 
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Britisu Inp1a. 
Exemption of Machinery from Duty. 


The Governor-General in Council is pleased to direct the cancel- 
ment of the condition in No. 14 of Schedule IV. of the Indian 
Tariff Act, VIII. of 1894, as amended by Acts XVI. of 1894 and 
III. of 1896, which limits the exemption from import duty of 
machinery (and component parts thereof) to machinery intended 
for specified industries ; and, in exercise of the power conferred 
by section 23 of the Sea Customs Act VILL. of 1878), His Excel- 
lency in Council exempts from payment of import duty all 
machinery (and component parts thereof), as described in the 
said number, without reference to the industry for which it is 
intended. 


Additional Duties on Sugar. 


A circular as follows has been received at the Board of Trade 
through the India Office :— 

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 84 of the Indian 
Tariff Act (VIII. of 1894, as amended by Acts ITI. of 1896 and 
XIV. of 1899), the Governor-General in Council is pleased to make 
the following rules regarding the assessment of the additional 
duties on sugar imported from countries where differential rates of 
bounty are payable according to percentage of polarisation :— 

1.—If the importer declares that bounty has been paid on the 
sugar imported at the highest rate shown for the country of pro- 
duction or export in the notification of the Government of India in 
the Finance and Commerce Department No. 1327 S.R., dated the 
20th March, 1899, the corresponding rate of additional duty shall 
be levied, and it shall not be necessary to have the sugar tested in 
India. 

2.—If the importer declares that the bounty was paid at any 
rate below the highest, the sugar shall be tested. 

3.—The object of the test shall be to enable the collector of 
customs to determine the class in which the sugar should be 
deemed to have been placed for the payment of bounty; and the 
additional duty shall be assessed at the rate corresponding to the 
rate of bounty which the result of the test, in the opinion of the 
collector of customs, indicates as the rate of bounty paid. The 
additional duty shall be collected at the rate assessed by the 
collector of customs under this rule, unless the importer shall 
produce documentary evidence to the satisfaction of the collector 
that the bounty was actually paid at a lower rate when the 
additional duty shall be collected at the rate corresponding to such 
lower rate of bounty. 


AppiTionaAL Duties oN SuGAR FROM AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the India Office, copy 
of a Customs Circular (No, XI. of 1899) by which the rates of 
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additional duty levied on sugar imported into India from Austria- 
Hungary are revised as in the following table, with effect from the 
Ist August, 1899, provided that the rates hereby superseded shall 
apply to any imported sugar for which the bill of lading was 
signed and given before the Ist August. 1899. 


Schedule of Revised Rates. 


Kinds of sugar. Bounties bestowed. ae ies 
Per cent. 
Rs. a, p. 
Sugar under 99°3 per cent. and of at | 1°46 florins per 100 kilogs 015 9 
least 90 per cent. polarisation. 
Sugar of at least 99°3 per cent. | 2.10 ,, 1650 
polarisation. 
Schedule of Superseded Rates. 
Kinds of sugar. Bounties bestowed. 
Per cent, 
Rs. a. p. 
Sugar under 93 per cent. and of at | 1°37 florins per 100 kilogs 014 0 
least 83 per cent. polarisation. 
Sugar under 993 per cent. and ofat | 146  ,, 015 0 
least 93 cent. polarisation. 
Sugar of at least 993 per cent. | ,, 16 0 
polarisation. 
Sarawak. 


Customs Tariff. 


The following tables, extracted from a report by H.M. Consul at 
Brunei (Foreign Office Annual Series 2322), show the import and 
export duties on goods entering and leaving Sarawak. | 


A.—Import Duties. 


Articles, Duty. 
Dol. ¢.§ 

Beer, cider, &c. 0 25 
Champagne... ooo ” 
Cherry cordial pes oe . .-» per 2-doz, case 0 30 
Claret, hock, &. ... per doz. qts. 50 
Firearms, muskets* per barrel 2 .0 
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‘ Articles. Duty 
Dol. c.§ 
Gia. ous ose per case of 15 bottles} 3 0 
Geneva... ds ” 1 50 
» Old Tom . per doz, gts. ¢ 
JarGusi eac 5 0 
Kerosene oil see r case 0 12 
Marsala ove eee see see see eee eee ” 0 50 
Madeira... eve wre a 0 50 
Sherry eee per doz. qts. 0 50 
Tobacco, Chinesef ... per case 6 0 
» Java ree per basket 4 90 
Palembang and other kindsf ... ves picul 20 0 
B.—Export Duties. 
Per Ton. 
Articles. 
Per Cent. Amount. 
Dollars. 
Bilian and other timber... oe 2 
Jungle produce ... eve coe 10 
Sea produce sve ove 10 
Cultivated produce ove ove pont 23 


* Can only be imported when a written permission is obtained from the 
officer administering the Sarawak Government. 
y The equivalent to be paid, if imported in casks, drums, &c. 
j For agricultural purposes, free. 
Dollar = 2s, 


Soupan. 


Royalties in Gum, Ostrich Feathers, &e. 


The “ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali” publishes an extract 
from the Egyptian “ Journal Officiel,” containing a decree, according 
to which a royalty of 20 per cent. of the weight will be levied on 
all gums, ostrich feathers, ivory and rubber coming from provinces 
south of Khartoum. 

These royalties will be paid at the first Government fort at 
which they may arrive, and may be paid either in money or kind 
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according to a fixed tariff to be seen at the cflice where they are 
weighed; and if the goods are of various kinds a proportionate 
amount of each will be weighed. 


MaovrITIvUs. 


Increase of Surcharge on Import Duties. 


The Board of Trade have received copy of an ordinance of the 
Governor of Mauritius providing for a surcharge of 20 per cent. on 
import duties instead of that of 10 per cent. previously levied. 
The ordinance is dated 12th July, 1899: 


4 
q 
q 
4 
q 
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XXV.—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


THe DortmMunp-EMs CANAL. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
copy of a memorandum by the Commercial Attaché to H.M. 
Embassy in Berlin on the opening of the Dortmund-Ems Canal 
as follows :— 

On the 11th of August the Dortmund-Ems Canal was opened 
by the German Emperor amid great rejoicings and fétes at 
Dortmund. 

The importance of this new canal now completed from the town 
of Dortmund, in the very centre of the industrial and coal districts 
of Westphalia to Emden, is great. It forms a direct waterway, 
with a depth of two-and-a-half metres, for steamer traffic; and 
canal boats, of a length of from 60 to 70 metres and 8 in breadth, 
and of a tonnage of 750 tons, can be employed on it. It will form 
an important outlet of all the busy Westphalian coal mines and 
industries of every kind to Emden, a seaport on the North Sea. 
For many German exports from that Westphalian district there 
will, no doubt, now be still cheaper freights for some classes of goods. 

The first grant for this canal was made by the Law of July 9, 
1886. The actual construction began in the summer of 1892, and 
has, therefore, lasted seven years; the total expenses incurred for 
the 271 kilometers have been seventy million marks, or 3,500,0001., 
more or less. At Dortmund large harbour accommodation has 
been provided, some 150 hectares of ground are devoted to this 
purpose, of which only about a half is at present used, the rest 
is for future expansion. This harbour at Dortmund has cost 
62 million marks, or 337,5001., of which the town has contributed 
5,425,000 marks, or 271,250]. There are four basins with an area 
of 18 hectares, and with a minimum depth of 2} meters. There 
are rails from the harbour to the new harbour station. Part of the 
canal runs through the canalised Ems river. There are 42 small 
harbours along its course, and a good many locks, for the total 
fall is one of 70 metres. At Henrichenburg there is a fall of not 
less than 14 metres. 

The importance of this canal will, of course, be much increased 
when an extension is made from Dortmund to the Rhine, by which 
it is hoped to divert fram Dutch seaports much of the heavy traffic 
of the Rhine districts. 


SuGaR BounriEs IN FRANCE. 

A despatch, dated 10th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Paris, transmitting 
an extract from the “ Journal Officiel” of 10th August last, con- 
taining a Presidential decree fixing the rates of direct bounties to 


| 
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be granted for the season 1899-1900 to native or colonial sugars 
on exportation from France to foreign countries, or to French 
colonies not subject to the Metropolitan Tariff of France. 

The following memorandum by Mr. Austin Lee shows the exact 
effect of the new regulations :— 

The law of April 7th, 1897, which established bounties on the 
exportation of French native and colonial sugars, provided in 
Article 12 that should the Treasury suffer any loss owing to the 
expenditure resulting from these bounties exceeding the amount of 
the taxes imposed to meet them, the amount of the bounties for 
the following season should be so reduced so as to cover the loss 
incurred by the Treasury. 

The same article provided that the reduction in the bounties, 
when necessary, should be sanctioned by a decree of the Council of 
Ministers, to be subsequently ratified by Parliament. 

Owing to the deficit of 4,079,087 francs resulting from the 
bounties granted in the season 1897-1898, a decree was conse- 
quently issued on the 17th August, 1898, reducing the three rates 
of bounties of 4 francs 50 centimes, 4 francs, and 3 francs on 
different categories of sugar, to 8 francs 11 centimes, 2 francs 77 cen- 
times, and 2 francs 42 centimes respectively for the season 1898-99). 

The result of the bounties given during the season 1898-99 
shows a loss amounting to 2,441,719 francs, and the French 
Government have been again compelled to recoup themselves by 
re-adjusting the amount of direct bounties fixed by the Law of 
April 7th, 1897, and a decree of the 10th August last, which has 
just been promulgated, reduces the bounties to be granted during 
the season 1899-1900 from 4 francs 50 centimes, 4 francs, and 3 
francs 50 centimes respectively to 3 francs 55 centimes, 3 francs 
16 centimes, and 2 francs 76 centimes for the three categories. 

The following statement gives the rates of direct bounties 
granted on each category of sugar, under the Sugar Law of April 
7th, 1897, to native or colonial sugars on exportation to foreign 
countries or to French colonies not subject to the Metropolitan 
tariff of France, together with the reductions made in these 
bounties for the season beginning September Ist, 1899, owing to 
the deficit of 2,441,719 francs caused by them. 


( Native, testing at least § Francs 4 per 100 kilos. of refined 
98 per cent. by the polaris- sugar (yield after deduction of 
cope. Colonial, testing at ash and glucose and of waste in 
least 97 per cent. by the manufacture of 14 per cent.), 
polariscope. Reduced for 1899-1 to francs. 

3.16. 
Native, testing from 65 Francs 3.50 per 100 kilos, of 
to 98 per cent. by the refined sugar. 
polariscope. Colonial, test- 


Raw sugars in 
powder or small 


crystals. ing from 65 to 97 per cent. Reduced for 1899-1900 to 
by the polariscope. francs 2.76, 
Candies. Francs 4.50 per 100 kilos. of 


refined sugar (100 kilos. of candied 
sugar being counted as 107 kilos. 
‘ of refined), Reduced for 1899- 
L 1900 to franes 3.55. 
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In loaves or pieces Francs 4.50 per 100 kilos, of 
perfectly refined, hard and refined sugar. Reduced for 1899- 
dry 1900 to francs 3.55. 


“ Vergeoises ” (pieces). Francs 4.50 per 100 kilos. of 
Refined sugars, refined sugar. Reduced for 1899- 
1900 to franes 3.55, 


In powder or crystals, Francs 4 per 100 kilos. of 
testing at least 98 percent. refined sugar. Reduced for 1899- 
by the polariscope. 1900 to francs 3.16. 


The result of the decree is to raise the bounties somewhat com- 
pared with last year, when the reduction was larger than that now 
promulgated. 


THE BLENDING oF FRENCH AND Spanish WINES. 


A despatch, dated 28th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M, Ambassador at Madrid reporting that 
the Queen Regent has recently opened in state at Pasajes some 
warehouses lately completed for the blending and storage of 
French and Spanish wines for exportation to South America. 

This trade hitherto carried on in France on a large scale existed 
before in Pasajes, but it has now been stimulated by a law passed 
in France last year raising the import duties on foreign wine. 

The process of blending requires great care and special 
conditions. 

According to the local papers several houses have already been 
working at Hides, namely Hears. Coustau and Company, Regué 
and Pellé, Auguste Marniesse, Dussaud Brothers, Anglade and 
others. 

The warehouse visited on the 27th August last by the Queen 
Regent are those of Messrs. Coustau and Company, whose annual 
export to the South American republics is said to amount to 
seventy thousand barrels, the value of which is estimated at 
£420,000. 

In anticipation of this trade a French company is building a 
manufactory for barrels on a new hydraulic principle and has 
taken the lease of some forests in Navarre, with the wood of which 
—beech and pine—the barrels will be constructed. 

The French company, the “ Chargeurs Réunis,” and other French 
associations maintain a regular service between Pasajes and South 
America. It is announced in the French papers that the ‘‘ Cali- 
fornia,” a steamer belonging to the “ Chargeur Réunis,” recently left 
Pasajes with five hundred barrels of wine and cyder in bottles for 
the Rio de la Plata. Cyder is one of the chief productions of the 
province. 


Harsourk REGULATIONS AT CIVITAVECCHIA. 
A report dated 23rd August last, has been received at the 
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Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Rome, transmitting translation 
of a notice, dated August 21st last, issued by the Harbour Authori- 
ties at Civitavecchia, relating to certain works which are about to 
be undertaken in that harbour, and alteration in existing lights, as 
follows :— 

“ As on the Ist of September next Messrs. Allegri Lazzari & 
Calderai, concessionnaires for the works connected with the improve- 
ment of this harbour, are to begin excavating the northern outlet 
of the said harbour, in order to increase its depth to 8 metres, and 
thus be able to close definitely the southern outlet, the Civitavecchia 
Harbour Master has ordered that from the first of September, 1899, 
the entrance and clearance of ships in and from the north outlet is 
forbidden. 

“The white flash light on the tower of ‘San Pietro’ (quarantine 
quay), north, between 293° and 307°, will no longer be seen. 

“The same as regards the red light placed at the further end of 
the old fortifications of the dockyard. 

“The dredge when moored during the night on the site of the 
works will bear a red light, invisible beyond the breakwater. 
During the day time a square red flag will be hoisted on the new 
lighthouse, in course of construction, which is placed at the 
northern end of the breakwater.” 


THE PRODUCTION OF MARSALA. 


The result of this year’s vintage proved to be rather less than 
half of an average production, and about one-third less than that 
of 1897. H.M. Consul at Palermo states that this was owing 
partly to the scarcity of rain last winter, and the total absence of it 
during the summer, as also in a great measure to the damage 
caused by three gales from scirocco, the first of which, on April 
26th, broke off large numbers of young shocts from vines on lands 
that were at all exposed, and the other two in May and June gave 
the finishing stroke to the already injured vines. The grapes, 
although few in number and small in size, were healthy and sound, 
and as the summer was an exceptionally cool one, they ripened 
gradually and escaped being burnt by the sun, as was feared 
would be the case, owing to their having lost so much foliage. 
The quality in general is good, dry, and of an average alcoholic 
strength. Although the demand is not so great as last year, prices 
keep high on account of the small quantity of the production. 

Marsala has at last been invaded by phylloxera in more districts 
than one, the consequences of which cannot fail to be most dis- 
astrous unless proper measures are taken to repel it. A society is 
being formed for planting a nursery of American vines of different 
qualities, as the nature of the soil varies very much in the different 
districts of Marsala. Members of this society will be able to have 
the nature of the soil analysed where they intend planting 
American vines, and by this means they will get the proper species 
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of vine that is adapted to the ground. Each member is entitled to 
a certain number of American vines at the cheapest price possible, 
according to the number of shares that he takes, (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series 2331.) 


SuGar REFINERIES IN BULGARIA. 


A despatch, dated 31st August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Agent and Consul-General at Sofia, 
reporting that the sugar refinery in that town was completed some 
months ago, and its produce is now upon the market, being sold, 
it is stated, at the same price as imported sugar. ‘The cultivation 
- of the beet has been considerably extended, the season has been 
favourable, and the director of the refinery hopes to more than 
double the output of last year. 

The same company has obtained a concession for the erection of 
another refinery at Bourgas. It is reported that the concession for 
Philippopolis, which was granted to a Bulgarian Company, has 
been withdrawn, the works not having been begun within the 
stipulated time. 


New oF STzaMERS ALONG THE TRIPOLITAN Coast. 


The Board of Trade have received a despatch from H.M. 
Embassy at Rome transmitting copies of an extract from the 
“Ttalie,” relative to a new line of steamers to run fortnightly 
between Tripoli and Benghasi. These steamers run in connection 
with those from Italy, so that the voyage from Naples to Benghasi 
is about seven days. 

The exports from the district of. Benghasi Cyréniaque are given 
as barley, wool, cattle, hides (including goat skins and sheep 
skins), ostrich feathers, ivory, &c. 

Articles of import are stated to comprise cotton handkerchiefs, 
oil, soap, candles, sugar, rice, metals, ready-made clothes, belts of 
wool or silk, porcelain, glass, majolica, wine, spirits of wine, dried 
fruits, chemical products, paper, wood, matches. 

The extract concludes by saying that further information can be 
obtained from the ‘ Société Générale des négociants et industriels ” 
at Rome. 


TRADE OF MADEIRA. 


The following table showing the total value of all goods 
exported from and imported into Madeira to and from foreign 
countries during the years 1898-97, is taken from a recent report 
of H.M. Consul at Funchal :— 
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Exports. Tmports. 
Country. 

1898, 1897. 1898. 1897, 

£ £ £ 
Great Britain... ---| 101,689 99,445 177,476 131,762 

Russia... ove ose 45,839 38,552 14,613 
Germany... 71,972 62,111 26,340 20,779 
Morocco ... ose eee 95 51 6,134 2,483 
35,108 2,636 2,838 
United States of America 147 113 76,833 65,573 
Other countries ... ove 51,909 36,842 14,856 16,096 
Total ose «| 307,597 272,222 318,888 239,531 


The sterling values have been calculated at the rat: of 4,500 reis to the 1/. 


INDUSTRIAL TAXATION IN GERMAN Fast AFRICA. 


The Board of Trade have received from H.M. Embassy at Berlin 
a despatch, dated 7th July last, reporting that a decree was pub- 
lished by the Imperial Governor of German East Africa on 
February 22nd last, by which an Industrial Tax is introduced into 
that Protectorate. This decree, which came into force on April Ist, 
includes within its scope the so-called Littoral district, the regions 
of Handei and Bondei and the Rufiji Delta, so far as it is open to 
merchant vessels. 

The following industries and professions are subject to the new 
tax ; all independent business establishments, in so far as they 
are required to be entered in the official commercial registrar ; and 
all colonial companies and plantation undertakings not therein 
entered ; independent handicrafts; and the professions of an 
innkeeper, hawker, pedlar, street-crier, broker and auctioneer, dc. 

The tax is levied in seven classes with the respective annual 
amount of 360, 240, 120, 60, 36, 12, 6 rupees; and the rateable 
industries are assessed according to the amount of the invested 
capital or of the proceeds of the business. A translation of the 
above decree may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 
any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


TRANSVAAL CoAaL AT DELAGOA Bay. 


According to a report received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Consul at Lourengo Marques, the railage payable on Transvaal 
coal sent to the above place for export or use by steamers in the 
port has been reduced to one-third of a penny per ton per mile. 
This applies to the Transvaal as well as to the Portuguese railway. 

In connection with this it may be added that the Transvaal 
Consolidated Coal Mines, Limited, have purchased from Messrs. 
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Wilcken and Ackermann, the unexpired lease (18} years) of a 
piece of the foreshore at Lourengo Marques close to and above the 
Netherlands railway pier. This piece of ground has for some time 
been used as a shipping wharf. It has already a temporary pier 
to which lighters may be moored, and is connected with the main 
line of railway. Should the coal trade show signs of development 
the company intends to erect a substantial pier running into deep 
water so that coal may be loaded directly on to steamers from the 
railway trucks. A further report states that on account of the 
above reduction in railage the following new quotations for bunker 
coal supplied by the Balmoral colliery were in force on 15th July 
last, viz. — 
Delivered alongside steamer twenty shillings per ton. 
Placed in bunkers (not trimmed) twenty-one shillings per 
ton, conditional on the master of the vessel giving a 
certificate stating the total tonnage shipped. 
It is stated that the other collieries have made proportionate 
reductions in their coal prices. 
The prices in force in Lourenco Marques have thus been reduced 
to those which were current in Natal. 


TELEGRAPH CHARGES IN CUBA. 

A copy of a Circular of the War Department at Washington 
has been received at the Board of Trade, through the Foreign 
Office, containing information relating to the rail-road and tele- 
graph systems of Cuba. 

Commercial business at telegraph offices, operated by the War 
Department through the Signal Corps of the Army, is transacted 
at local rates as shown below. 

Address and signature are included in the message, and dis- 
patches of less than ten words are rated and charged for as a ten- 
word message. Where a message passes first over a local line, 
second over a foreign line, and third over a local line, two local 
rates will be charged. 


Tariff of commercial messages over military telegraph lines, per word. 
ag y velegrap P 


To stations in Provinces of — 
|e 
From stations in Provinces of— ‘ 
o 
§ Bl & 
3 
Cts. | Cts. | Cts. | Cts. | Cts. | Cts. 
Pinar del Rio 2 2 2 3 4 5 
Havana 2 2 2 2 3 4 
Matanzas ... 2 2 2 2 2 x 
Santa Clara iis 3 2 2 2 2 2 
Puerto Principe ... 4 3 2 2 2 2 
Santiago 2 on 5 4 3 2 2 2 
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ESTABLISHMENT OF A PRovisIoNAL UniTeD StTaTES CourT 1N 
Porto Rico. 


A despatch, dated 5th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Acting Consul at Porto Rico, trans- 
mitting a copy of the general order providing for the establishment 
of a Provisional United States Court in Porto Rico. 

The Court was opened on the 1st July last, the foreign consuls 
and members of the local bar being specially invited to attend the 
inauguration ceremony. 

This important decision of the United States Government 
ensuring a speedy administration of justice, has been well received 
by all those it affects. 

Several minor cases have already come before the Court and 
been quickly disposed of. 

The Spanish system is abolished for foreign and American 
residents, as well as for those Porto Ricans who so desire it. 


SUPPRESSION OF THE “ Drink TraFFic” IN Rio JANEIRO 


A despatch, dated 19th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro, 
reporting that the representations made to the municipal authori- 
ties of Rio de Janeiro, with the object of obtaining the suppression 
of the traffic in drink carried on by “‘ bumbeats” in the bay, have 
been quite successful, the Inspector General of Health having 
stated that the Prefecture of the District has decided to refuse 
licences for the prosecution of the trade, which thus becomes 
extinct. 


British Goops iv SOUTHERN BRAZIL. 


H.M. Consul at Rio Grande do Sul reports that it is probable 
that the trade of Rio Grande do Sul, which was once almost 
exclusively in the hands of British merchants established there, 
may be monopolised by German firms. But a consideration of the 
circumstances of the case would tend to show a reason for this 
in the number of German emigrants, whole districts in the 
southern provinces of Brazil being entirely populated by Germans. 
It is only natural that a considerable number of these with com- 
mercial aptitude should enter and eventually establish business 
houses, and that having done so they should be in a better position 
to meet the requirements of their fellow colonists, both from the 
knowledge of their language and of their habits and customs. 
The fact that so many of them are definitely settled in the country, 
in which they have acquired considerable interests and, therefore, 
not a little influence, would appear to bring them into closer 
contact with the native Brazilians. 

It is by no means certain, however, that the fact that German 
commercial houses have to so great an extent superseded English 
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houses has brought about a corresponding decrease in the imports 
of British manufactured goods. The merchants of Rio Grande 
appear to import what best meets the requirements of the 
market as to quality and price, quite irrespective of the country 
of origin. It will be found that the German houses established 
here import large quantities of British manufactured goods. In 
fact a visit to a few of the principal English and German com- 
mercial houses gives the impression that the proportion of British 
and foreign manufactured goods is not very different in the former 
to that to be found in the latter. 

The Consul adds :—* To give a case which made some impression 
upon me, I endeavoured in a large German import house to 
purchase a German razor, but was informed that they had none but 
English and Swedish razors in stock, the former of which they 
recommended in preference to the latter. No one could fail to be 
struck with the large proportion of British manufactured article¢ 
on sale by this and other German firms. Thus it would appear 
that foreign mauufactures do not seem to have ousted British 
manufactures to anything approaching to the extent that many 
persons seem to imagine. 

“Tt is impossible to ascertain the respective proportions of 
British and foreign manufactured articles which are introduced 
into the State, as no statistics on the subject are available. This 
is chiefly due to the fact that almost all goods of foreign manu- 
facture arrive in German steamers, which may be said practically 
to enjoy a monopoly of the carrying trade from Europe to Rio 
Grande do Sul. This would naturally tend to give the impression 
which seems so widely to prevail that German goods are super- 
seding British manufactures.” (Foreiyn Office Annual Series 2332.) 


ConcESSION FoR RatLway IN Uruauay. 


- A despatch, dated 10th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Baring, H.M. Minister at Montevideo, 
enclosing an extract from the “ Montevideo Times” of 9th July 
last, giving the outlines of a law granting a concession to 
Messrs. Carlos, Young & Co., for the construction of a narrow 
gauge railway from Algorta, a station on the Midland Railway of 
Uruguay to the Port of Independencia, with branches to Nuevo 
Berlin, to Messrs. Liebig’s factory, and to Mercedes. 

The following is a summary of the principal clauses :— 

The Executive is authorised to grant a concession to Carlos, 
Young & Co. for building an economic narrow gauge railway from 
Algorta station on the Midland Railway to the Port of Indepen- 
dencia (Fray Bentos) with branches to Nuevo Berlin, to Liebig’s 
factory, and to Mercedes. The last-named branch may only be 
built by special authority from the Executiye and on condition 
that it does not interfere with the Western Railway. The distance 
between the rails shall be a minimum of 75 centimetres, and the 
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fixed and rolling stock shall be of the best quality. The curves, 
grades and weight of the rails shall bo subject to the decision of 
the National Department of Engineers. The definite plans shall 
be presented within six months from date. When these are 
approved the Executive shall issue the definite concession on 
deposit of a guarantee of 1 per cent. on the value of the line. 
Construction shall commence within 12 months from this, and 
shall be completed within three years from the commencement. 

No interest is guaranteed to the concessionaires on the capital 
employed. The State may not grant another concession for a 
railway from Algorta to Fray Bentos within a lateral zone of 
15 kilometres on either side of the present line. Proprietors of 
camp lands within the aforesaid zone shall suffer an extra charge 
of 25 per cent. on their property tax if they do not open to 
agriculture a tenth part of their lands within two years after the 
opening of the railway, an eighth part within four years, and a 
fifth part within six years, and so forth. Any produce of this fine 
shall be devoted to improvement of transit in the department of 
Rio Negro, under control of the municipal board. When the 
profits of the railway exceed 8 per cent. per annum, the executive 
may intervene in the tariffs. The value of the line, for this 
purpose, shall be calculated at 10,000 dollars per kilometre, including 
all installations. The executive reserves the right to expropriate 
the line, and at the end of ninety years it shall become State 
property without indemnity. The remaining clauses are of the 
usual description. 


THE CONSTRUCTION OF A Port at MONTEVIDEO. 


A despatch, dated 28th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Montevideo, enclosing 
an extract from the “ Montevideo Times,” giving a summary of 
the Bills on the subject, which are to be presented to the Chambers 
by the Minister of Public Works. In Bill No. 1 it is proposed to 
deepen the port by dredging to a depth of about 27 feet, which 
would admit the large steamers of the Royal Mail and Messageries 
Maritimes Companies. The construction of a large careening 
dock is also proposed. 

In the original project brought forward it was proposed to apply 
the products of the extra 24 per cent. import duty to the con- 


‘struction of the port, but it may be observed that in Article I. of 


Bill No. 2 it is proposed to raise this duty to 3 per cent. The 
actual amount of the loan to be raised will have to be fixed by the 
Chambers. The article from the “Montevideo Times” may be 
seen on application at the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, 8.W., any day between the hours 
of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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New Currency Law or THE NETHERLANDS Hast INDIEs, 


A despatch dated 23rd August last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at the Hague, transmitting 
translation of a Law of the 22nd July for putting an end to the 
circulation of the “ duit” in the islands of Java and Madura. 

A “duit” is a small copper coin, six of which are equal to five 
cents Dutch or one penny English money. 

It has proved to be very troublesome, and the Netherlands Hast 
Indian Government have long sought to get rid of it. 

The following are some of the principal provisions of the Law :-— 

It is prohibited to give or to take, to convey or to possess in 
Java and Madura duits of any sort whatever, or copper pieces 
stamped or unstamped likely to be taken for duits, and in general 
copper coins not belonging to the lawful copper money of 
Netherlands-India. 

The Governor-General shall decide when this prohibition shall 
come into operation for the different districts or parts of districts 
in the aforesaid islands. 

The Governor-General is also empowered, where and whenever 
it appears to him advisable, to promise premiums for large amounts 
of duits offered for exchange by one person. 

It is prohibited to import lawful Netherlands-Indian copper 
money except on behalf of or on the part of the Government in 
Java and Madura. 

Copper money as mentioned in the preceding paragraph is 
excepted from this prohibition which is brought on shore there 
to an amount of not more than one florin (one gulden) per head by 
the passengers or ships touching at Java and Madura. 

It is also prohibited to introduce into Java and Madura copper 
and bronze money which are legal elsewhere than in Netherlands- 
India, duits of any description whatever, copper pieces stamped or 
unstamped likely to be taken for duits, as also pieces of copper or 
bronze, marked as money or evidently intended for recoinage. 


OPENING OF NEw TRADE IN CHINA. 


_ The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copies of correspondence relating to the opening of San-tu-ao in 
Samsah Bay as a trade mart. The customs station was formally 
opened on 8th May last. 


Raw SILK IN SHANGHAI. 


H.M. Consul-General at Shanghai, in a report for 1898, states 
that the purchases of raw silk for Europe have been rather greater 
than in the previous season, but the demand for America showed a 
considerable falling off. This is accounted for partly by the war, 
but was chiefly due to the fact that manufacturers were able to 
obtain their supplies on better terms from Italy. 
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Steam filatures were neglected during the season until J. anuary, 
when purchases for America to the extent of 1,200 bales were 
made at prices ranging from 740 to $00 taels. The season has 
been-a disastrous one for the steam filature industry owing to 
speculative and hurried purchases of cocoons at high prices. This 
served as a temptation to the growers to take the cocoons from the 
bush before the worms had finished spinning; the worms inside 
gave weight to the cocoons, but on reeling the yield naturally 
turned out poor. 

The quality of cocoons is steadily deteriorating owing to the 
want of care in selecting the best moths. The quantity of eggs 
placed to hatch was greater than usual, and far too large in pro- 
portion to the food supply, and the space and number of hands 
required to conduct the necessary cultivation. The worms were 
affected by disease, and more than two-thirds died before reaching 
maturity. Those that survived spun cocoons so poor in weight 
and quality of silk that the crop of 1898 ranks among the worst 
recorded during the last 20 years. As proof of the deterioration 
which is going on in the worms there is the fact that in this silk 
district in 1881 it required 3) piculs of the best selected cocoons 
to make a picul of silk; now the quantity required is 3,8, piculs; 
and the quality of the silk is also inferior to what it was 20 years 
ago. ‘Taking the good with the bad of cocoons which are brought 
to market the yield has advanced from 4} to 6 or 7 piculs. 

The disease known in Italy as calcino has spread enormously 
in the Woosie district, where, in former years, it was unknown, 
This disease affects the worm not only before the spinning, but it 
is capable of being communicated to the sound worm after it has 
begun to spin. The loss to the grower whose worms are attacked 
by caleino ranges from 20 to 80 per cent.; and, furthermore, 
cocoons from diseased worms are of bad reeling and yield an 
inferior silk. It is clear that unless the disease is stopped there 
is cause for serious alarm, for the most important industry of the 
country is threatened. The quantities of silk exported would 
seem to belie this statement ; but it must be remembered that the 
trees round Woosie are three times as numerous as 20 years ago. 
This shows that a great quantity of leaves are wasted in nourish- 
ing worms that do not come to maturity and that those that 
survive do not yield half as much silk as their progenitors did. 

The crop of cocoons being insufficient, the steam filatures had 
to reduce the number of their working reels or stop work 
altogether, and all suffered severe loss. Out of 8,500 reels in 
Shanghai only 6,000 were working towards the close of the year. 
Although the wages of the women have been reduced as much as 
30 per cent. from the highest paid in 1897, still the working 
expenses for 1 picul of silk produced were very high, owing to the 
effective production obtained from one ree] being greatly reduced 
on account of the bad quality of the cocoons, which are very 
dificult to unwind. There are 26 filatures with 8,500 basins ; 
in ordinary circumstances one basin with good cocoons would 
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produce 14 piculs in the year—that is, a total of 12,000 piculs; 
but in 1898 the average number of basins working was 7,000, 
producing a little over 1} piculs each, or about 9,000 piculs in all. 
_ For the present season it is estimated that 4,000 basins will 
work full time and 3,000 basins half time, and the outturn will 
be 6,500 piculs. This will absorb 40,000 piculs of dry cocoons. 
(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 2,318.) 


AGRICULTURAL PrRosPECTS IN K1ao CHao. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Ambassador at Berlin, reporting that it has been stated in the 
“North German Gazette” that in consequence of the numerous 
inquiries which have been addressed to the Marine Department, 
with a view to ascertaining whether the Province of Kiao Chao 
offers a favourable field for agricultural enterprise, the Governor 
of the Protectorate has been called upon for a report. His answer 
has now been received, and is to the effect that not only is the 
province too small to afford elbow-room in the future for agri- 
cultural undertakings, but that it would further be hopeless to 
endeavour to compete with the industrious and skilful Chinese, 
who are accustomed to the climate and know the capabilities of 
the soil, since 2 proportionately far too high price would have to 
be paid for Crown land. But more especially is the prospect 
inauspicious for cattle breeding, on account of the dearth of grass ; 
there are no grass lands, for in Shantung, as in all other countries 
where wet and dry seasons prevail, they are wanting; still 
meadows could be cultivated by means of irrigation, and in this 
connection, it may be noted that wherever water is procurable in 
Shantung, profits can be made. 


PROJECTED CoMMERCIAL TOWN NEAR T'ALIENWAN, 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
summary of an Imperial Ukase—published in the “ Journal de St. 
Petersbourg ” of the 5/17 August last —ordering the construction, 
near the Port of Talienwan declared open to merchant vessels of 
all nations, of a new town to be called Da!ny, which for the dura- 
tion of the lease of occupancy ceded by China is to be constituted 
as a free port. 

The following is a translation of the articles of the Ukase in 
question :— 

Article 1.—Imports and exports free of customs duty on all 
kinds of merchandise are allowed in the town, the port, and 
the adjacent territory within limits fixed and capable of being 
modified by the Finance Minister. 

Article 2.—'Ihe right of free trade thus granted does not relate 
to transport and anchorage dues and other various dues levied in 
ports. 


Article 3.—Quaarantine regulations to obviate the introduction 
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of contagious diseases are to be strictly observed by all vessels 
entering the port. 

Article 4.—Goods imported into Russia coming from the free 
port territory will be examined by the Customs, pay the duties and 
enter the Empire under the general conditions for foreign imports, 


JAPAN. 
The Revised Treaties with Foreign Powers. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of translation of an Imperial rescript promulgated with 
4 reference to the coming into operation of the revised treaties, 

enjoining upon officials of all classes the observance of the utmost 

care to ensure that Japanese subjects and foreigners may enjoy 

equal privileges and advantages, to the end that relations of peace 
} and amity with all nations may be strengthened and consolidated. 
A notification of similar tenour, subscribed by the Minister 
7 President, has also been published. 

The Ministers of Education and War have likewise issued 
instructions calling upon all persons under their authority to treat 
Europeans with due courtesy. 
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XXVI.—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 
SHIPPING THROUGH THE Suez CANAL. 


The “Canal de Suez Bulletin” recently published tables 
showing that the total number of vessels passing through the 
Canal in the month of May last was 328 ships, of a gross ton- 
nage of 1,205,397 tons. Of the 328 vessels, 213 were British of a 
gross tonnage of 831,514 tons; 33 German, 116,494 tons; 21 
French, 79,649 tons ; 20 Dutch, 49,036 tons; 6 Japanese, 25,687 
tons; 7 Austria-Hungarian, 23,651 tons ; 9 Norwegian, 17,431 
tons; 5 Italian, 16,191 tons ; 3 Russian, 15,312 tons; 5 Ottoman, 
9,556 tons; 2 Spanish, 8,276 tons; 2 Danish, 6,970 tons; 2 
American, 5,630 tons. 


TRRIGATION IN INDIA. 


According to a return issued by the India Office, and published 
in “Capital,” the results obtained by irrigation in Sindh for the 
year 1897-98 were highly satisfactory, the area of irrigation, the 
gross revenue and the net revenue being the highest on record. 
The return on the capital outlay was 14} per cent., or 2? per cent. 
higher than the previous year. These results were primarily due 
to the unusual height and duration of the floods in the Indus, 
which created a plentiful and well sustained supply of water in 
all the canals, which was skillfully handled by those in charge of 
irrigation works. The total area irrigated during the year was 
2,806,083 acres. 

In Burma irrigation works have not been carried out on so 
extensive a scale as in other parts of India, but there was a con- 
siderable increase in the area irrigated under the head of minor 
works, the total area now brought under irrigation being 319,541 
acres. At present over 75 per cent. of the gross revenue is devoted 
to improvement and maintenance, but as the larger improvements 
are completed the revenue will expand as the irrigated area 
increases. 

The only productive irrigation work is the Mandalay canal, 
which is now in progress at an estimated cost of Rs. 32,32,804, 
and on which Rs. 6,65,000 have been expended up to the end of 
the year. The earthwork on the first 31 miles is reported to be 
about one-third done, but great difficulty has been experienced 
owing to the hardness of the soil. Surveys have also been made 
for four other canals, the Shwebo, Mon, Yeu-u and Yenatna, and 
the projects for the first of these is now under the consideration of 
the Government of India, 


Monty Orpers IN Care Conony, 
The following tables from figures published in the “Cape of 
Good Hope Government Gazette” shows the value of .money 
orders issued in and drawn on Cape Colony for and by various 
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ceuntries in the year ended 30th June, 1899, as compared with a 
similar period of 1897-1898 :— 


Money Orders issued in Cape Colony. 
Payable in 
] 1897-98. 1898-99, 
q & & « d. 
Cape Colony ose 641,295 10 2 642,741 4 1 
4 Rhodesia... Ke 1,966 15 0 2,657 14 5 
q Natal . eee ove oo 8,082 11 1 12.730 8 5 
Orange Free State 13,174 11 5 13,807 19 6 
Transvaal ... 50,299 0 4 48,503 7 8 
q United Kingdom ... so one 213,813 14 9 217.517 211 
a India . = ese ooo eon 23,088 5 8 21.22417 5 
Germany 6,202 1 0 13,119 1 5 
Other places 45,962 8 7 40,641 10 2 
Total 1,003,884 18 0 1,012,443 6 0 
Money orders drawn on Cape Colony. 
Tssued in 
4 1897-98. . 1898-99, 
Colony... ove 641,285 10 2 642,741 4 1 
4 Rhodesia... ... ose ove eee 8,987 10 6 14,514 4 3 | 
Natal .. one 6,288 17 3 9,155 8 0 
: Orange Free State ... one ve 51,972 15 0 52,795 4 2 
Transvaal... oe 163,369 10 11 153,183 11 0 
United ove 34,664 13 8 39,219 17 5 
India ... wee ace 264 6 1 381 3 2 
q Germany ws 1.203 15 5 2,523 9 8 
‘ Other places ... oss ose ose 3,580 19 10 15,045 4 0 
: 
Total... ove 911,627 18 10 929,559 5 9 
; The aggregate values of ‘through orders” issued by Natal, 
: Rhodesia, Orange Free State and Transvaal on other countries and 
. by other countries on Natal, Orange Free State, Transvaal, 
Rhodesia and United Kingdom was 83,8831. 8s. 7d. for the twelve 


months ended 30th June, 1899, as compared with 85,322/. 19s. 8d. 
for the corresponding period of 1897-98. The amount of postal 
notes issued in Cape Colony was 142,814/. in 1898-99 and 114,950. 
in 1897-98. The above tables show a decided decrease in the 
value of the money orders payable in and issued in the Transvaal, 
and, on the other hand, a noticeable increase of business between 
Rhodesia and Cape Colony. It may also be remarked that the 
money orders issued in Cape Colony, payable in Germany, and 
drawn on Cape Colony by Germany, have in each case more than 
coubled in value. 
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REVENUE OF CaPE CoLony. 


A communication has been received from the Agent-General for 
the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing extracts from the “ Cape of Good 
Hope Government Gazette” of 21st July last, from which it 
appears that the total unaudited revenue, including railway 
receipts, in the month of June last was £595,178, as compared with 
£583,390 in 1898. 

For the twelve months ended 30th June, 1899, it amounted to 
£6,439,709, as compared with £6,623,954 for a similar period of 
1897-98. 


TRADE OF NATAL FOR THE First Six Montus or 1899. 


The “Natal Mercury” publishes the following statement of 
imports into and exports from Natal with the customs revenue for 
the six months ended the 30th June, 1899 and 1898 :— 


1899. 1898. 
£ 
Exports (non-colonial)* 1,340,155 481,364 
2,066,432 1,086,612 
Customs receipts 186,754 196,698 


* Included in these figures is: Raw gold £310,235 ; £12,410. 
Note.—The difference of £858,791 in non-colonial exports is 
due principally to two causes, viz., the great increase in value of 
raw gold exported, and the fact that, since the reduction of the 
transit duty to 3 per cent., goods have been sent in transit which 
previously were cleared as for consumption in Natal. 


Mituina Inpustry oF New WALES. 

According to the returns compiled by the New South Wales 

Government Statists, the following table illustrates the position 
of the milling industry in that colony :— 


Sie Hands Output of Capacity of 
Yeas. Mills. Employed. Flour. 
No. . No. Tons. H.p. 
1894 83 696 118,359 244,365 
1895 ose so 678 131,390 229,496 
1896 ove 721 137,350 241,535 
1897 740 134,613 255,490 
1898 80 757 170,473 260,917 
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GERMAN SuGArR ‘Propuction 1898-99. 


- According to a statement published in the “ Reichsanzeiger” of 
Au cm BE 12th, the quantity of refined and manufactured sugar 
ced in Germany during the campaign year 1898-99 (August 
ist, 1898, to July 3lst, 1899) was 1,186,686 tons, as compared 
with 1, 207, 350 tons during the campaign 1897-98. The quantity 
of raw sugar produced was 1,515,526 tons in 1898-99, against 
1,664,268 in the preceding sugar campaign. ‘The quantity of raw 
beets used in sugar manufacture is stated to have been 12,144,291 
tons in 1898-99 and 13,697,891 tons in 1897-98. 


REGULATIONS FOR Export OF FLOUR IN GERMANY. 


The United States Secretary of the Embassy at Berlin reports, 
under date of July 7th, 1899, that a notice has been published in 
the ‘‘ Reichsanzeiger ” to the effect that the Federal Council, at the 
instance of the Millers’ Union and other organisations of similar 
character, and in accordance with a wish expressed by the Reichs- 
tag, has agreed upon new regulations, which will go into force 
January Ist, 1900, changing the provisions in Germany in regard 
to the certificates issued by customs officials‘upon the © exportation 
of rye and wheat flour. Hereafter the flour is to be®graded, and 
the exporter is to be entitled to import, free of duty, from 100 to 
158°33 per cent. of the quantity of rye, or from 100 to 160 per 
cent. of the quantity of wheat, in accordance with the quality 
of the meal exported. The official text of these regulations has 
not yet been made public. 


WARNING TO IMPORTERS OF SICILIAN ESSENTIAL OILS. 


The American Consul at Messina in a recent report gives some 
advice to dealers in Sicilian essential oils, which is worthy of note. 
He writes as follows :—‘* I would suggest to all dealers in essential 
oils, who purchase under chemists’ certificate, to take a sample in 
the presence of witnesses, immediately upon arrival of the goods, 
seal it, and send it, in the little bottles made for that purpose, to the 
chemists Messrs. G. H. Ogston and Moore, of Messina (who put 
goods under their seal after analysing them), at the same time 
asking for an analysis. My reason for this is that I have 
discovered that even after the copper has been sealed, it can be 
most successfully tampered with. A minute’s contact of a hot iron 
with the line of solder, which encircles the copper where it begins 
to taper, will remove sufficient to allow two little holes to be made. 
If the copper is then placed on its side, the contents will easily 
run off. The adulterant turpentine is then readily injected by a 
syringe. A few passes of the soldering iron soon destroy all traces 
of the work. 

ms) do not wish to be understood as saying that any particular 
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exporter has adopted this method to defraud, but I do say that it 
can be done. Every honest shipper will be glad to learn that the 
second analysis agrees with the first. When the importer finds 
that it does not, the remedy rests in his own hands. 

“1 would suggest that samples be sent, not only of goods now 
on the way, but also (if any of the coppers are still intact) of 
shipments received as far back as April. If a fraud has been 
committed, an empty copper would probably show on the inside 
the marks where the fresh solder entered the holes. 

“A safeguard against such frauds would be to make it a 
condition of the contract that the chemists send one-half of the 
original sample, after analysis, to the purchaser, under their 
private seal.” 


Proposep ELEcTRIC RAILWAY IN SWITZERLAND. 


The United States Consul at Marseilles reports that the Paris, 
Lyons and Mediterranean Railway Company, headquarters at 
88, Rue St. Lazare, Paris, has undertaken the construction and 
operation of an electric railway between Fayet and Chamounix, at 
the foot of Mont Blanc. The line is to be in operation within 
twenty months, and it is to be presumed that the company will be 
interested in propositions for machinery and equipment. Power 
is to be furnished by the River Arve. The cars are to be auto- 
mobiles, each supplied with its own dynamo. The contract for 
building the road proper and providing the water power has been 
divided into two parts and awarded to Gagner and Fréres, of 
Annency, and Richard and Meynard, of Avignon. 


MINERAL PRODUCTION OF Bosnia. 


The official mineral statistics of Bosnia and Herzegovina show 
that last year the production comprised, in metric tons :— 
- Copper ore, 3,785; iron ore, 58,532; chrome ore, 458; 
manganese ore, 5,319; zinc ore, 10; iron pyrites, 240; brown 
coal, 271,183; salt, 14,496 tons. The metallurgical production 
included also in metric tons:—Quicksilver, 4; copper, 148; pig 
iron, 15,336 ; castings, 941; open-hearth ingots, 8,669 ; malleable 
iron, 8,510 tons. The total number of miners employed was 
3,910, and there were four fatal accidents during the year. 


EQUIVALENTS OF SOME EGypTIAN WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


According to a notice published in the “ Bollettino di Notizie 
Commerciali” the cantar of cotton is equivalent to 45 kilos. (99°9 
lbs.). A cantar of any other kind of merchandise is reckoned 
as equivalent to only 44°5 kilos. (98°8 lbs.). With regard to the 
ardeb of grain, it varies, according to the kind of grain measured, 
from 111 kilos. (246-22 Ibs.) for an ardeb of barley to 147 kilos. 
(326°34 Ibs.) for an ardeb of beans or lentiis. 
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JEWELLERY IN GUATEMALA. 

Jewellery of the 14 carat class, according to a report of 
the French Minister at Guatemala, sells well throughout the 
whole of Central America. German goods are preferred by 
jewellers because (1) they are more showy at the price, and (2) 
the Germans use more silver than the French in their 14 carat 
‘alloys. In this way they can, for instance, turn out watch chains 
which oxydize much less rapidly, whilst they are of a much whiter 
tint than French makes, which rapidly go black. High-class 
jewellery is of French origin, but the sales are slow. 


Tapioca INDUSTRY OF ANNAM. 


Tapioca has been the object of cultivation from the most remote 
times by the populations of all tropical countries. It is grown in 
Annam, and principally in the province of Quang-Nam. 

An article in the “ Politique Coloniale ” states that the cultiva- 
tion of the tapioca plant requires great attention, and cannot be 
undertaken by unskilled labour, Each root gives about 3 kilog. 
of little tubers in the first year, and from 5 to 10 kilog. the second 
year, the gathering of which must take place before the rainy 
season sets in, otherwise the plants get rotten. It is estimated 

‘that a hectare can yield between 40,000 and 50,000 kilog.; but the 
soil soon becomes exhausted, and therefore every three years the 
natives give ita rest. The preparation of tapioca itself requires 
some attention and also some time. The flour obtained is used 
mostly by the natives, Europeans making very little use of it, as 
it is not very palatable, but, should bread become scarce, tapioca 
flour would be a very useful substitute. 

The Annamites, up to the present, have not developed the 
industry to its full extent, cultivating sufficient only for their own 
wants. It is computed that about 600 hectares are under tapioca 

‘cultivation in the province of Quang-Nam. In Annam proper the 
industry is not pushed on account of the red ants which attack the 
roots, and also of the boars and deer who feed on the plant, 
necessitating night watchers being employed to scare them away. 

The cost of planting a hectare with tapioca, together with 

‘manual labour and all incidental expenses, is estimated at 385 
francs (151. 8s.), whereas the harvest, as mentioned before, producing 
40,000 -kilog. of tubers would give between 16,000 and 20,000 
kilog. of flour, which at market price represents about 1,009 francs, 
or 401. It is probable that the culture of tapioca might one day 
become a very important factor in the money-earning capacity of 
the colony, since it can be undertaken under very advantageous 
conditions and with a moderate capital. 


PETROLEUM IN JAPAN. 
_ With regard to the Japanese petroleum industry, the “Japan 
Weekly Times ” says that it appears possible that the province of 
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Echigo may become a very important centre of oil production. 
Wells are said to exist at a number of places in the province, such as 
Urase, Motate-toge, Hanzo-gane, Ike-no-hira, Miyohoji, Amase, 
Kashiwada, and the neighbourhood of Nagaoka. No less than 400 
companies have been organised, and about one-half of them are at 
work, The refinery is at Nakajima. Great speculation has, of 
course, taken place. Nagaoka, from having been a quiet country 
town, was suddenly transformed into a busy city, to the no small 
demoralisation of its inhabitants, many of whom have abandoned 
their legitimate business to speculate in shares. The fever has 
been partially allayed by disappointments, for things are not 
turning out so well as was expected. There is a great want of 
capital, and the people are said to be anxiously looking for the 
advent of some moneyed foreigners. The output of oil during the 
past three years has been 205,248 koku in 1896; 227,734 koku in 
1897 ; and 277,186 koku in 1898. 


Proposep New §.S. Line to New CAueponia. 


The United States Commercial Agent at Nouméa reports that, 
at a recent meeting of the provincial council of New Caledonia, 
the question of granting a subsidy for steamers to run at regular 
intervals between Tahiti and Tonkin, vid New Zealand and New 
Caledonia, was discussed. Propositions from a French and a New 
Zealand company were considered. United States trade would be 
promoted by steamship service between San Francisco and Tonkin, 
vid Honolulu, Tahiti, New Caledonia, and the Philippine Islands. 
The subsidy asked for by the steamship company of New Zealand 
from the New Caledonian council is 250,000 francs (10,000/.). It 
is probable that at least 150,000 francs (6,000/.) would be granted 
by Tahiti, and 500,000 francs (20,000/.) by the government of 
Tonkin. Four steamers of 2,000 tons each, two of which could 
be furnished by a firm of Nouméa, would be sufficient for the 
service. 


ProGrRess OF New CALEDONIA. 


- The United States agent at Nouméa reports that during the 
past fiscal year certain noteworthy changes for the better have 
taken place in his consular district. 

A Mr. Bernheim, owner of extensive mining property in the 
north-west of the colony of New Caledonia, recently completed a 
narrow-guage line of railway, 40 kilometres (24°85 miles) in length. 
The rails and rolling stock were imported from France. 

Two other lines are in course of construction, one of 40 kilo- 
metres, on the east side of the island, at Kouaona, and one of 30 
kilometres (18°6 miles), close to Bourail, a small town north of 
Nouméa. A line of 150 kilometres (93 miles), to be built by the 
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local government, will probably be commenced in February next. 
A fifth line, in the extreme north, is in contemplation. 

The mining industry is in a flourishing condition; nickel, 
chrome, cobalt, and copper ores are being rapidly extracted, and 
from every. quarter of the globe orders for minerals are received by 
the leading firms. 

The inspector-general of infantry, who arrived from France some 
time ago, has been examining the coast defences. New forts are 
to ‘be erected and the existing one strengthened. Work in con- 
nection with this movement has already been started. Several 
million francs are to be expended, and the general trade of the 
colony should be benefited. 


XXVIT.—-PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF THE 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Bradford—Mr. W. A. Whitehead (president) was chairman of 
a recent meeting of the Council of the Bradford Chamber of 
Commerce. 

At the last meeting of the Chamber it was decided to take 
action with a view to secure direct representation on the new 
governing body of the Bradford Technical College. The Secretary 
now read a communication which had been received from the 
Charity Commissioners in reply to a letter addressed to them by 
the Chamber. 

The President suggested that the matter should be left in the 
hands of himself and the vice-presidents, and this course was 
agreed to. 

The Secretary read a letter from the Foreign Office enclosing 
communications from the British Chargé d’Affaires at Rome and 
the Italian Foreign Minister, respecting a complaint made by the 
Bradford Chamber that certain cloths of English manufacture are 
treated in the Italian Custom houses in a less favourable manner 
than similar goods of French origin. The~ Italian Minister 
regretted that he had found it impossible to comply with the 
request of the Bradford Chamber. 

The President remarked that this matter was still receiving 
attention. 

A letter had been received from the Silk Association inquiring 
whether Bradford manufacturers would feel disposed to take part 
in an exhibition of British and Irish silks to be held in London 
next year. It was decided to reply in the negative. 

Bristol A monthly meeting of this Chamber was recently held, 
Mr. Tom T. Lindrea (president) in the chair. 

The principal business was the consideration of the programme 
of resolutions to be discussed at the autumnal meeting of the 
Associated Chambers of Commerce at Belfast on September 5th 
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and 6th last, and instructions were given to the deputation who 
would represent Bristol on that occasion as to voting upon the 
various questions then submitted. ‘ 

The President gave notice that he should, at the Septembe 
meeting of the Council, call attention, and, in all probability, move 
a resolution with respect to the powers conferred upon the Railway 
Commission, as affecting the interests of the commercial and 
trading communities. 

A communication was read from the General Manager and 
Secretary to the Bristol Docks Committee, enclosing copies of 
Mr. McCurrich’s latest report, and also of his report dated 
July 2nd, 1894. It was reported that copies of them had been 
issued to each member of the Council for consideration preparatory 
to the special meeting to be held upon this question. 

A communication was read from the Secretary to the High 
Commissioner for Canada, stating that he conveyed the terms of 
the Chamber’s resolution, passed at a recent meeting respecting 
the Canadian mail service, to the President of the Privy Council 
at Ottawa, for the information of the Government. 

The Secretary reported that in order to facilitate the work of the 
committee appointed at the last meeting respecting the appoint- 
ment .of a deputation of skilled artisans to visit the Paris 
Exhibition, he had been in communication with the secretary to 
the British section of the Royal Commission thereon, and that that 
gentleman had stated that the question had not engaged the 
attention of the committee, but that any proposal that the Bristol 
Chamber might desire to make would be laid before it. It was 
resolved that so soon after the Belfast meeting of the Associated 
Chambers as possible, a committee of the Chamber should be 
called together for the purpose of formulating a scheme to be 
submitted to the Council. 
 Liverpool—A meeting of the committee of the African Trade 
Section of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce was held on August 
21st last, in the board room of the chamber, Mr. Alfred L. Jones, 
chairman of the section, presiding. 

A letter was read to the committee from the Sierra Leone 
Chamber of Commerce, from which it appeared that the latter 
chamber had considered the action of the Liverpool Chamber in 
the matter, and had made similar representations, viz., that in the 
existing state of affairs it would not be wise to repeal the house tax 
immediately, but that this tax should be considerably modified and 
reduced. ‘Their reasons for not advocating the immediate repeal 
of the tax was that such a course might serve as a direct encourage- 
ment to the natives to oppose all objectionable laws by armed 
resistance and massacre. 

- The following letter had been received from the Colonial Office 
in reply to the committee’s representations :— 

: “ Downing Street, August Ist, 1889. 

~ “Sir,—-I am directed by Mr. Secretary Chamberlain to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th July, respecting the 
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stations and lands to be retained by the Royal Niger Company on 
the revocation of its charter. It will be seen on reference to the 
Treasury minute of the 30th June, that the company is only to 
retain ‘its stations and waterside depdts, with customary rights of 
access, buildings, wharves, workshops, and the sites thereof,’ and 
that all its other land rights, including of course the strips of land 
referred to in the second paragraph of your letter, which extend 
along the whole banks of the British portion of the river, will be 
assigned to her Majesty’s Government. I am to state that Mr. 
Chamberlain has at present no map showing the portions of land 
in question, but that Her Majesty’s Government are fully aware of 
the importance of the matter, and that full information will be 
published in due course. The best available map of the Niger 
district, which is on the scale of eight miles to the inch, is to 
be procured from Messrs. Stanford, Charing Cross, London.—I 
am, &c., “C, P. Lucas.” 


A letter had been received from Messrs. John Holt & Co., calling 
attention to the recent concessions on the Cameroons, granted to a 
German firm by the German Government, and asking whether the 
concessions in question are an infringement of the German com- 
mercial treaty with England. It was resolved to ask the Bristol 
Chamber of Commerce for information as to the concessions in 
question, and to await their reply. : 

The rest of the business included the question of the direction in 
which the Sierra Leone Railway should be extended, receipt of the 
Lagos Blue Book for 1898, thanks from the Chief Justice of Lagos 
for the committee’s congratulations on his knighthood, &c. 


Vottingham.—The monthly meeting of the Chamber of Com- 
merce was held at the Exchange, on August 22nd last, Mr. 
J. Wright (vice-chairman) presiding. 

_ Mr. Wigley reported that the Home Trade Committee had made 
further.inquiries into the subject of training female labour in the 
use of sewing machines, and had decided that the matter must 
remain in abeyance until after the holidays. 

_In regard to the question of differential railway rates as between 
Nottingham and Liverpool, and London and Liverpool, Mr. Wigley 
reported that the Mansion House Association, who were applied to 
in the matter, had been unable to obtain any redress. Represent- 
atives of the railway companies had also waited upon him and 
intimated that they could not comply with the Chamber’s request. 
The Mansion House Association had suggested that the Chamber 
should become subscribers to their body, but the committee were 
of opinion that such a course was unnecessary. 

Mr. Hill reported that the Foreign Trade Committee had 
considered the question of the manufacture of fez caps in view of 
information which he had been able to obtain and lay before them, 
but that they were unable to present a definite report pending the 
receipt of further information as to the wholesale cost of fez caps 
in Hungary. The secretary had been instructed to apply for this 
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information, and also to endeavour to obtain a fez cap in the 


rough. 

Mr. Wigley informed the Chamber that it was proposed to hold 
an exhibition of silk and articles made from silk at Earl’s Court 
next year, and that he had been asked whether the Nottingham 
Chamber would exhibit articles made in Nottingham. He thought 
it very desirable that this should be done—On the motion of Mr, 
Billyeald the matter was referred to the Home Trade Committee. 

A communication was read from the London Chamber of 
Commerce stating that they were convening a fourth congress of 
Chambers of Commerce of the Empire, to be held in June, 1900. 
A list of subjects which it was proposed to discuss was forwarded, 
and the Nottingham Chamber was invited to take part in the 
congress.—On the proposition of Mr. Bridgett, the invitation was 
accepted, the question of placing any subject on the agenda for 
discussion being deferred to a future meeting. 

Walsall An extraordinary general meeting of this Chamber 
was held on 28th August last, Mr. H. D. Clark (President) in the 
chair. 

On the proposition of the President, it was resolved that the 
amended articles of association be confirmed, and other resolutions 
dealing with the same question were passed. 

The ordinary council meeting was then held, and the President 
reported as to the interview of the deputation with the L. & N. W. 
Railway Co. The other business related to the resolutions to be 
proposed at the Meeting of the Associated Chambers at Belfast 
on the 5th and 6th of September last. 
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XXVIII.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Forty-third Report of the Commissioners of H.M. Customs for 
the year ended 31st March, 1899. (C0. 9462.) Price 2d. 

The Commissioners of H.M. Customs in their present report 
state that the Gross Imperial Customs Revenue collected in the 
year 1898-99 amounted to 21,901,540/., or after deduction of 
Drawbacks and Repayments, to 21,558,227/. net. This (notwith- 
standing the alteration in the tobacco duties with an anticipated 
reduction of 1,120,000/., and the occurrence of two Guod Fridays 
in the yearly period which this Report covers) is only 234,0231. 
less than the produce of 1897-98, and is 478,227/. more than the 
Budget estimate for the year. The Customs Revenue has thus 
brought in 2°27 per cent. more than it was expected to produce, 
and only 1:07 per cent. less than it produced in 1897-98. 

The following are the particulars of the Customs receipts in 
1898-99, and of the disposal of the same; also of the moneys 
collected by the Customs on account of other public departments 
and of those collected by other public departments on account of 
the Customs for the same year :— 


Receipts. Disposal, 
Balances on Ist April, 1898 503,229 Drawbacks and Repay- 
Gross Customs Dutics col- ments— 
lected in the United King- Customs... £343,314 
dom—by Customs Other Receipts 166 
£19,475,617 343,480 
» by Inland s| Payments to Imperial Ex- 
Revenue £2,425,923 chequer .. 20,850,000 
21,901,540 Payments to ‘Isle of Man 
Customs Duties on account Account ... 82,299 
of the Isle of Man oes 81,894 Payments to Local Taxation 
Duties on Foreign Spirits Account— 
and Beer, collected on England £163,209 
Local Taxation Account 205,346 Scotland 22,441 
Extra Receipts in aid of Vote 44,526 Treland 18,361 
Excise Duties, &c., collected 204,011 
on account of the Inland Payments to iar 
Revenue Department ... 6,227,977 in aid of V wee 44,394 
Receipts on account of the Payments to Taland Revenue 
Board of Trade, being Department on account of 
Light Dues, &c. ... 602,266 Excise Duties collected... 6,249,173 
Receipts on account of the Payments to Board of Trade 
Stationery Office (Sale of (Light Dues, &c.) «» 597,725 
Billsof Entry)...  ... 9,381 Payments to Stationery 
Office (Sale of Bills of 
Entry 9,320 
Balances 31st March, 1899 1,195, 787 
£29,576,159 £29,576,159 


The amount allocated to local taxation pape from duties of 
Customs in 1898-99 was :— 
From foreign spirits ... £204,783 
From foreign beer... sind 563 


£205,346 
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The only Tariff change of the year was that effected by the 
Finance Act, 1898 (Act 61-2 Vict. cap. 10), when the duties on 
the various kinds of tobacco (excepting cigars) underwent revision, 
and the drawback upon tobacco exported was reduced by 6d. per lb. 
Particulars of the new rates of duty leviable in consequence of 
this change are given in the Appendix to this Report. 

2. Statistical Abstract for the Principal and other Foreign Countries 
in each year from 1887 to 1896-97 (as fur as the particulars can be 
stated). Twenty-fifth Nun®Ber. (C. 9182.) Price 1s. 6d. 

This is the twenty-fifth number of this Abstract, which is an 
annual return prepared by the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade. 

It carries the figures relating to the trade and navigation of the 
principal foreign countries down to the end of the year 1897. 
Statements are also given for a series of years relating to the 
population, agriculture, railways, telegraphs, postal service, emi- 
gration and immigration, finance, coinage, mining production, 
fisheries, &c., of the principal countries of Europe and the United 
States of America, the information in each case being carried down 
to the most recent date for which it has been received by the Board 
of Trade from the directors of the various Government Statistical 
Bureaux abroad, or from official publications issued under their 
direction. 

Amongst the additional tables which have not appeared in 
previous issues of the Abstract are statistics relating to the 
agriculture of Japan, the production of iron and steel in the 
Russian Empire, and detailed statements showing the principal 
articles of import and export in Chili, Argentina, and the Republic 
of Uruguay. 

3. Sea Fisheries (England and Wales). Thirteenth Annual 
Report of the Inspectors (for 1898). (C. 9381.) Price 93d. 

This volume contains the annual reports for the year 1898, 
issued by the Fisheries and Harbour Department of the Board of 
Trade, which have been prepared by the Inspectors of Fisheries 
for England and Wales. In addition to the reports of the 
inspectors the return now issued contains special reports on 
inquiries instituted by the inspectors during the past year into the 
bye-laws of various sea fisheries districts, copies of the new 
Icelandic and Fardese fisheries laws, proceedings under inter- 
national conventions, list of sea fisheries districts and of boards of 
conservators and harbour authorities having the powers of a local 
fisheries committee, annual returns of local fisheries committees, 
annual accounts of local fisheries committees, bye-laws under the 
Sea Fisheries Regulation Acts, 1888 to 1894, particulars respecting 
apprentices to the sea fishing service for the last five years, &c. 

4. Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries (England and Wales). 
Thirty-eighth Annual Report of the Inspectors of Fisheries (Eng- 
land and Wales), 1898. (C. 9380.) Price 10d. 

This return contains the report for the year 1898 on the salmon 
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and freshwater fisheries of England and Wales made by the 
inspectors. In the appendices which are attached to the report 
are given in full special reports on enquiries instituted during the 
year by the inspectors, together with abstracts of returns of 
licence duties, annual returns and annual accounts of Boards of 
Conservators, returns of water bailiffs, prosecutions, table of limits 
of fishery districts close season, rod licence duties, &c. 


5. Abstracts of the returns made ig the Board of Trade oy 
Shipping Casualties, which occurred on or near the Coasts or in 
Rivers and Harbours of the United Kingdom from the Ast of July, 
1897, to the 30th of June, 1898. (C. 9384.) Price 4s. 8d. 

This volume, which is annually prepared and issued by the 
Marine Department of the Board of Trade, shows that the total 
number of sea casualties recorded in 1897-98 (total losses and 
serious and minor casualties) was 7,030, or 571 less than in 
1896-97, 158 more than in 1895-96 a 526 less than in 1894-95, 

The total number of losses and serious casualties together was 
1,959, which was 194 less than in 1896-97, 83 less than in 1895-96, 
and 200 less than in 1894-95. 

The number of total losses was 419 (tonnage 142,099), the 
figures being lower by 89 as regards number, and by 35,470 as 
regards tonnage, than for 1896-97 ; lower by 28 as regards number, 
and by 70,129 as regards tonnage, than for 1895-96 ; and lower by 
181 in number, and by 67,468 in tons, than the average for the 
last 22 years. 

The number of vessels lost was lower than in any of the previous 
21 years, except 1892-93, while the tonnage lost was lower than in 
any of those years. 

During the last 22 years, 6,124 wrecks and casualties to ships 
belonging to the United Kingdom have been attended with fatal 
results to 38,582 persons, of whom 32,854 were members of the 
crews, and 5,528 were passengers, pilots, or other persons not on 
articles of agreement. 

The average annual loss during the 22 years was 1,744 persons, 
consisting of 1,493 crew and 251 passengers, and the loss in 1897- 
98 was 681 persons, of whom 629 were crew and 52 were passengers. 

The number of seamen lost in 1897-98 was lower than in any of 
the previous 21 years, and the number of passengers lost was lower 
than in any of those years except five. Compared with the average 
for the 22 years, the figures show a decrease of 864 in the number 
of seamen and of 199 in the number of passengers lost. 

The average number of seamen lost in sailing vessels was 997 
<< passengers 54 against 378 seamen and 14 passengers lost in 
1897-98. 

The average number of seamen lost in steamships was 495 and 
4 4 gam 196, against 251 seamen and 38 passengers lost in 
1897-98 

Of the 52 passengers lost in 1897-98 from vessels belonging to 
the United Kingdom only one was lost from a vessel holding a 
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passenger certificate from the Board of Trade, and none were lost 
from emigrant ships. 

Tables relating to loss of life from registered trading vessels only 
are also given. 

6. Bankruptey. Siateenth General Annual Report by the Board 
of Trade under Section 131 of the Bankruptey Act, 1883. (330.) 
Price 8d. 

The Inspector-General in Bankruptcy in his sixteenth annual 
report states that, although the year 1898 has been one of well- 
sustained commercial prosperity, there has at the same time been 
a considerable increase in the number of large insolvencies with 
unsecured liabilities exceeding 20,0001., as compared with the two 


previous years. ‘he numbers for 1896 and 1897 were respectively . 


34 and 32, while 1898 shows an increase to 45, 
The following table shows the class of cases in which the increase 
is most marked :— 


Description of Failures with 
Liabilities of 20,000/. and 
up wards. No. of, Liabili- || No. of | Liabili- | No. of | Liabili- 
Cases.| ties. Cases.| ties, jCases.| ties. 
& | £ 
Ordinary trading.. 13 593,200 9 | 682,460 |) 13 | 783,400 


Financial and speculative enter- 
prise apart from ordinary trad- 
ing 28 | 2,549,100 |} 18 | 988,600; 13 


540,800 

Extravagance and gambling by 
persons of no occupation ...}_ 2 96,000 2 | 98,100 3 | 373,100 
Miscellaneous... 57,300 3 | 72,200 5 | 209,100 


The largest of the ordinary trading cases is again, as in the 
year 1897, that of a firm of bankers, whose difficulties were largely 
due to losses incurred in working certain collieries which they had 
taken over for a debt due to the firm, their stoppage being sub- 
sequently rendered necessary by the bulk of the assets being 
locked up. 

With one exception, in which there appears to have been a 
reckless selling of goods at less than the cost of production, the 
remainder of these cases present few features of a very distinctive 
character. A Manchester case has attracted some attention 
by its disclosures as to presents given or offered by one of the 
debtors to the branch manager of a bank from which large 
advances were obtained. The case is quoted as an illustration of 
prevalent practices in the memorandum accompanying the Pre- 
vention of Corruption Bill now before Parliament. 

The most striking feature in the year’s insolvencies is the large 
increase in the amount of the liabilities under the head of financial 
and speculative enterprise. The debtors included in this category 
may be divided into two classes, viz.: (1) persons of various occupa- 
tions engaging in speculation on the stock and share markets ; and 
(2) persons describing themselves as financial and commission agents, 
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company promoters, directors, &., whose speculations have taken 
the form of promoting companies. The former class is responsible 
for liabilities approaching half a million, ard the latter for 
upwards of two millions. 

7. Post Office. Forty-jifth Report of the Postmaster-General 
on the Post Office. (C. 9463.) Price 43d. 

This is an account of the business of the Department of the 
Post Office for the year ended the 31st March, 1899. The report 
states that it is estimated that the number of postal packets 
delivered in the United Kingdom during the year was as follows :— 


Increase (+) Average 

_— Number. or Decrease(—)| Number to 

per cent. each Person. 
Letters ... 2,186,800,000 + 86 54:3 
Post Cards om oe "382, 200, 000 + 60 9°5 
Book Packets and Circulars ... 701, '500, 000 — 35 17-4 
Newspapers 154, 100,000 + 21 3°8 
Parcels (actual number) 7 1,913,000 + 60 1°8 
Total 3,496,513,000 + 53 86°8 


The number of letters registered in the United Kingdom was 
15,240,669, an increase of 7:2 per cent. over the number in the 
previous year. 

It will be observed that the highest percentage of increase is in 
the case of letters, which show an increase of 8°6 per cent over the 
total for the previous year, which in its turn was 6°3 per cent. 
higher than the total for 1896-97. 

London received no less than 28 per cent. of the? total number 
of letters, but the increase during the year was greater in the 
provinces than in London, London showing an increase of 4°5 per 
cent. on the previous year, while the increase in England and 
Wales (excluding London) was 10°8, in Scotland 7:4, and in 
Ireland 10°3 per cent. The stimulus given to correspondence by 
the reduction of rates of postage and by the extension of the 
deliveries in rural districts has no doubt cuidaal to this con- 
siderable increase. 
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XXIX.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I.—ForEIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 
Statement of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unitep Krinepom during the Month and Eight Months ended 31st 
August, 1899, compared with the corresponding periods of the year 


1898. 
MontH ENDED 3lst Avaust. i 
I. Imports Forreran Counrries AND Britisu Possessions. | 
Month ended | 
31st August. I 
1899. 1898, 
£ £ £ 
I, Animals, living (for food) . 838,335 | 878,374 ae 


IL. ( ‘of food and drink, 
(B.) + of food and drink, 


dutiable eos 627,367 | 379,958 247,409 
IIT, Metals .. .. | 2,520,550 | 1,754,453 | 766,097 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs tanning 

ubstances 435,478 | 377,046 58,432 


14,822,711 {13,720,209 | 1,112,502 
1,925,291 | 1,910,115 |} 15,176 


£ 
40,039 
materials for’ ‘textile manu- 
8,056,428 | 2,880,014 | 176,414 _ 
24,941 


VII. for sundry industries 
and manufactures .. ‘at ee | 6,512,586 | 6,102,167 410,419 

VIII. Manufactured articles eee | 7,775,627 | 7,211,187 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles... ... | 1,179,495 | 1,106,032 73,463 
(B.) Parcel post ... ane 81,711 | 106,652 


Total value ... (40,693,398 |37,204,185 | 3,489,213 


II. Exports or British anp Irish Propuce AND MANUFACTURE. 


£ £ £ £ 
I, Animals, living ans ane 112,746 | 111,760 986 — i 
IL. Articles of food and drink | 1,081,019 | 1,157,467 76,448 
III. Raw materials , | 2,254,198 | 1,862,165 392,033 _ i 
IV. Articles manufactured and. partly 
{ 


manufactured, viz. :— 
(A.) Yarns and 'textile fabrics... 9,249,028 | 8,284,341 | 964,687 a 
(B.) Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (exce a 8,179,196 | 2,857,528 | 321,668 —_ 
(C.) Machinery and millwork 1,590,926 | 2,513,371 77,555 _ 
a Ships, New (not — as 
tish) ... ove 211,236 | (Not re- | 211,236 


parel and articles of wii 
an es 
926,054 | 969,651 ~ 43,597 
(F.) Chemicals and chemical and 
medicinal preparations... 699,437 | 612,241 87,196 —_ 


(G.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured | 2,765,832 | 2,649,121 | 116,711 _ 
(H.) Parcel post ©... 188,866 | 168,371] 20,495| — 


Total value ... | 2,072,522)  — 


IIL. Exports or Forrign anp CoLontaL Propuce. 


£ 


£ £ £ 
Total value ... ... | 5,053,783 | 4,531,548 | 522,185 


* Including the value of new ships (not registered as British), not recorded prior to 1899. 
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I.—ForEIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM—continued. 


Monras ENDED 3lst AvaustT. 
I. Imports From Foreign Countries AND BritisH Possessions. 


Eight months ended 
3lst August. 


1899. 1898. 


£ z £ 
ewe living (for food) ... «.| 6,763,023 | 7,305,514 
A.) Articles of food and drink, duty} 
free 252,867 
(B.) Articles ‘of food drink, 
dutiable ose 15,597,874| 16,013,973 
Tobacco, dutiable ... 3,179,081 | 2,397,936 | 781,095 
III. Metals ... ...{18,807,562 |14,622,463 | 4,185,099 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, "and “tanning 
substances ooo ove 4,215,286 | 4,066,104 149,182 
. Oi wes | 6,844,549 | 5,407,797 | 936,752 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufac- 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures ... [30,586,855 132,857,324 | 2,679,031 
VIII. Manufactured articles ove [61,037,630 |58,171,140 | 2,866,490 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles 9,846,964 | 9,143.922 703,042 
(B.) Parcel post... 797,835 | 942,927 145,592 


Total value... ..|917,827,164 300004183 8,268,011 


Il. Exports or BritisH anp Irish PropucE AND MANUFACTURE. 


£ £ £ 
I. Animals, living ke La ...| 642,674 729,148 86,474 
IL. Articles of food and drink |. «+-| 7,409,754 | 7,329,301 80, 4538 = 
IL. Raw materials .. |12,902,325 | 4, 145, 292 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly, 
manufactured, viz. :— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics «--|66,162,899 63,035,071 | 3,127,828 
(B.) Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except machinery) 24,845,759 |21,891,386 | 2,954,373 
(C.) Machinery and millwork «+.{12,932,292 |11,681,211 | 1,251,081 
(D.) Ships, new (not registered as 
British) .| 5,970,483 | (Not re- | 5,970,483 
(B). ) Apparel and articles of ‘personal corded.) 
«+.| 6,882,582 | 6,318,027 64,555 
(F.) Chemicals ‘and chemical and 
medicinal preparations... «--| 6,017,894 | 5,641,118 | 376,776 
(G.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured .,.!22,987,145 '21,953,319 | 1,033,626 
(H.) Parcel post ee 1,577,291 | 1,803,167 | 274,124 


Total value... 171,976,890 152,784,075 19,192,817" 


III. Exports or Foreign anp CoLontaL Propvuce. 


£ £ £ £ 
Total value. {44,002,788 [41,748,111 | 2,254,627, — 


* Including the value of new ships (not registered as British), not recorded prior to 1899. 
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II.—Corn PRIcEs. 


Return of the Quantities and AveraGe Prices or Britisu 
Corn, ImpertaL Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


Periods. Wheat, Barley. Oats. 


Quantities sold. 


Qrs. bus. Qra. bus. 
Week ended 5th Aug., 1899 o-| 51,149 7 246 
12th «| 87,177 184 
19th .| 88,899 487 
26th 84,528 1,594 


Aug, 1899... 2,468 


Corresponding month in 1898 ++| 54,264 762 
” ” 1897 +1 195,880 2,834 


Week ended 5th Aug., 1899 
19th 
26th 


Aug., 1899... 


July, 

June 

May 
April, 
March, 
February, 
January 
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| 
| 
| | 
Qrs. bus, 
6,645 5 | 
6,120 6 
9,205 5 
| 
1 27,526 5 
2 16,556 4 
7 18,010 6 
Average Prices. 
s. d. a... & 
Por 24 10 20 9 18 
a 22 6 17 9 
26 11 17 4 
2% 5 177 1 
” one 24 8 25 6 17 +O 
December, 1898 ... ose 27 62 28 
—— 28 5 7” 2 
Aug., 1898 2 26 «66 20 1 
» 1897 eve ese eee 30 63 
» 1896 22 11 20 14 4 
» 1895 24 2 20 3 7 
J 
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Rercen of the Numsers, Nationauities, and Destinations of the 


Passencers that left the Unrrep Kinepom for Paces out of 
Evrors during the Month ended 31st August, 1899, and the eight 
Months ended 31st August, 1899, compared with the corresponding 
periods of the previous Year. 


Total 
United | British N.| Austral-| of Gooa | All 
0! 
Nationalities. States. | America.| asia. | Hope and —_ Total. | sponding 
atal. | P ‘ period, 
1898. 
Month ended 31st August, 1899. 
English ... «.| 7,415 | 2,365 707 | 1,001 603 | 12,091 | 10,485 
&cotch eee epe 1,827 276 86 252 171 2,612 2,147 
Irish ee 137 101 72 66 4,22 8,309 
Total of British 
origin... «| 13,088 | 2,778 894 | 1,325 | 840 | 18,925 | 15,941 
Foreigners ... 7,417 2,338 63 489 147 10,454 6,239 
Nationalities not 
oes 221 23 1 oa 229 474 432 
Total e+» | 20,726 5,139 958 1,814 | 1,216 | 29,853 | 22,612 
Total for corre- 
sponding } 15,048 3,324 979 1,996 | 1,265 | 22,612 _ 
month, 1898 
Eight Months ended 31st August, 1899. 
English... eee | 28,754 10,835 4,935 7,486 4,795 56,805 56,460 
Scotch eos ove 5,255 1,292 682 2,144 946 10,319 9,771 
Irish 687 607 915 347 | 30,229 | 22,807 
Total of British 
origin...  ...| 61,682 | 12,814 | 6,224 | 10,545 | 6,088 | 97,853 | 989,038 
Foreigners...  ...| 40,459 | 12,463 334 | 3,408 992 | 57,656 38,808 
Nationalities not ° 
distinguished ... 498 78 2 a 1,730 | 2,308 2,065 
Total ... | 102,639 25,855 6,560 13,953 8,810 | 157,317 | 129,911 
Total for corre- 
spondi: 79,295 20,091 6,202 15,687 8,636 {129,911 — 
months, 1898 


Norz.—The above being made up at the eurliest possible date after the close of each 
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IV.—A.IEN ImmicratTion—Avaust, 1899. 

perorn of the Nomper of Aurens that arrived from the Contivenr at Ports t in the 

Usitep Kinepom during the Month and Eight Months ended 31st August, 1899, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 

(Compiled from the Auien Lists received by the Customs under Act 

6 Will. 4, c. 11, sec. 2.) 
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Hamburg, | Rotterdam, | Gothenburg, Other 
Bremen, and | Amsterdam, | Christiania, | Dieppe. | Continental Total. 
Bremerhaven. | and Antwerp. | ristiansand. Ports. 
| 
1899. | 1898. | 1899. | 1898. | 1899. | 1898, | 1899. | 1898, | 1899. | ees 1899, | 1898. 
Month ended 31st August. 
Aliens not stated to be en 
rowte to America or other 
places out of the United 
Arrived at London 1,692) 1,670 802 331 140 163}... 771 436) 3,405) 2,600 
Grimsby 483 116 17 6 57 20) 558 142 
one 160 122 53 63 63 105] 164 145 440 435 
rs Tyne Ports ... 39 32 53; 109) 172 236). ons 413 311 677 688 
84 78 65) 68 2 49 74 79 225 274 
* Other ports ... 105 93 53 22 150 tO ae pee 567 290 875 530 
Total 2,563) 2,111) 1,043 599 528 678 945 580} 2,049] 1,281] 47,128) $5,249 
Aliens en route to America 
or other places out of the 
United Kingdom : 
Anived at Grimsby x 32 65 255 148 531 360 163 129 981 702 
Hartlepool 
207 263 9 4) 1,034) (850) .. 1,613 551) 2,863] 1,668 
” Leith ... ooo 6 24 4 27 12 
Other ports 92 88 27 14]. 679 344 798 446 
Total... 239| 363; 356) 246, 1,595 1,996 | 2,479) 8} 4,669) 2,868 
Total of Aliens en route and 
en route to America or other | |. 2,802] 2,474} 1,399) 845] 2,123] 1,904) 945) 580] 4,528) 2,309! 311,797] +8,112 
Eight months ended 31st August. 
Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America or other 
out of the United 
om : 
Total No.... | 14,984} 13,030} 5,496} 3,926] 4,656) 4,491| 6,858! 5,538] 11,496] 8,578) 43,490 $35,563 
Aliens en route to America 
or other places out of the 
United Kingdom : 
Total No. 1,237} 8,445} 2,933) 1,060) 11,115; 8,324) ... ove 17,703} 9,001 21,830 
Total of Aliens en route and ‘ | 
of Aliens not stated to be 4 
en route to America or other | |. 16221; 16,475] 8,429) 4,986) 15,771] [12,815] 6,858! 5,538) 29,199) 17,579) $76,478 $57,393 
out of the United | 
| 


* The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America, or other 


laces out of the 


United Kingdom,” and “* Aliens en route to America, &c.,” is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive 
Jrom Continental ports are reported to be on the way to places out of the United Kingdom, and it is considered desirable 
torecord this fact. But it is not thereby implied that the ‘* Aliens not stated to be en route to America, $c.” come to this 
country for settlement, there being in fact a large emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens 


from Continental ports return to the Continent. 


arriving 
Sess. 1899, and Monthly Emi yration Returns.) 


The ports from which 

le, Gran, 
Newcastle, 
from Dover, Folkestone, 


ien Lists are received are Aberdee 


by train as third-class passengers. 

+ The number of sailors included with the Aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to places out 

of the United Kingdom in the month of August, 1899, was 1,017, and 978 in the same month of 1898 ; in the cight months 
ended August, 1899, the number was 8,877, and in the same months of 1898 the number was 8,315. 


emouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, 
ewhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West 
Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers and persons who, after landing, 


Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, Live: 


artlepool. The li 


(See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 188, 


n, Belfast, Blyth, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Glasgow, 


1, London. Middlesbrough, 
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V.—BANKRUPTCY.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 
Numser of Recesvincg Orpers GazeTrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupa- 


tions. 
Eight Months 
August, ended August. 
1899, | 1898. | 1899. | 1898. 
No. No. No. No. 
Motel 583 374 | 2,808 | 2,897 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 
tions :— 
Publicans and hotel becper 23 19 210 196 
Builders... 37 22 210 148 
Grocers, &c. 16 27 199 210 
Batches 11 i4 104 104 
Bakers eon il 10 80 98 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers. 10 22 72 95 
Tailors, &c. ... 6 61 
Decorators, painters, lumbers, &e. 7 61 
Drapers, &c, 8 9 59 62 
Greengrocers, 2 9 46 67 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers ...  ... 6 4 41 38 
Engineers and founders, é&c. ove ooo 3 1 40 16 
Agents, commission and eral... = me 2 6 36 53 
Fishmongers, poulterers, 3. 3 32 38 
Clerks, commercial and general ... 4 9 31 47 
Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, silver- 
smiths, &c. Ke 2 2 81 26 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen and hhauliers wks — 6 28 18 
Traveliers, commercial, &c. a 4 df 27 27 
Auctioneers .. 5 _ 25 24 
Provision merchants, &e. 2 1 25 20 
Generaldealers ... 2 25 15 
Tobacconists, &c. .. 4 1 24 24 
Bicycle, &c., manufacturers and dealers os 7 5 24 23 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw merchants 
and dealers soe ao exe 3 3 23 29 
Carpenters and joiners... ase 38 2 23 19 
Printers and publishers 1 d 21 
Solicitors .. 2 5 20 29 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &e.. 2 Zz 20 15 
Gardeners, florists, &c. ... 3 2 19 15 
Architects and surveyors 2 19 8 
Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors ose 1 1 18 17 
Lodging-house keepers... 2 5 18 10 
Merchants 2 5 17 24 
Cabinet makers and ‘upholeterers 1 5 16 27 
Chemists, druggists and chemical manufacturers 1 1 16 12 
Saddlers and harness makers... 1 15 18 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. oes 1 2 15 23 
Restaurant, coffee and eating-house keepers « 3 3 15 22 
irectors an promoters of public com 1 L 
Contractors ... 2 14 15 
Furniture dealers and makers ...  ... 2 13 26 
Iroumongers... 2 12 21 
arriage, &c., builders 1 12 12 
Wheelwrights bn am 2 1 12 10 
Timber merchants and wood dealers ose eos 1 2 12 12 
Hosiers, glovers, &c, ooo 1 3 12 11 
Officersin Army ... ove oon 2 11 15 


— 
) 
| 
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V.—BANKRUPTCY.--ENGLAND AND WALES—continued. 


‘ht Months 
August August. 
1899, | 1898. | 1899. | 1898. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa-| No. No No. No. 
tions—cont, :— 
Clothiers, outfitters, dc. ... see 2 2 ll 15 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants 3 ll 15 
Woollen merchants and manufacturers... - 1 — 11 14 
Doctors of medicine, physicians, &c. ... - 1 8 10 16 
Milliners, dressmakers, +" ene 2 2 10 12 
Stone, marble and meameeneetel masons, be, ose 1 _ 10 7 
China, glass, and earthenware, &c., di os 1 4 9 20 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses  ... seo 2 3 9 13 
Fishing smack owners, and masters... eee 1 z 9 9 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c. ... ove eee 4 3 9 11 
Hairdressers ... eve ove eve 7 12 
Stationers ... eee 2 5 16 
Cattle and pig 1 1 5 11 
Brokers, stock and share ... ooo oo _ 3 5 10 
Cotton spinners and manufacturers 2 5 


VI.—Exprort oF LivE ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


Return of the Numper of Animas exported from IRELAND to GREAT 
Britain during the Month and Eight Months ended 31st 
August, 1899, compared with the corresponding periods of 
the year 1898. 


Eight Months 
August. fe August. 
Animals, 


1899, 1898. | 1899. | 1898. 


. No. No. No. No. 

Sheep 188,256 | 132,328 609,575] 555,476 


Mules or Jenmeta 3 9 19 24 


Total... 202,019 | 201,835 |1,426,255]1,344,042 
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VII.—FisHery Sratistics.—ENGLAND AND WaALEs. 


Statement of the Totat Quantity and of the returned as 
q landed on the Enoauish and WetsH Coasts from the fishing 
q grounds during the Month and Eight Months ended 31st 
August, 1899, compared with the corresponding Periods of 
| the Year 1898. 
" Eight Months ended 
August. August. 
i 1899, | 1898. 1899. 1898. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts 
Turbot oe 6,491 6,810 43,718 44,55§ 
i Prime fish not) separately distinguished ove 6,580 3,211 32,041 22,094 
Total prime fish 21,762 19,502 142,555 133,931 
40,759 37,418 398,019 373,110 
ove ose ove 40,822 62,112 167,506 198,661 
142,361 226,180 283,302 $13,427 
= 74,507 66,228 503,994 468,181 
35 7,469 18,515 
separately distinguished, ‘except shell’ 
89,521 98,716 759,687 759,609 
i Total... 688,257 790,464 4,568,397 | 4,604,844 
i, Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
Crabs ove ooo 352,209 330,225 4,495,290 5,206,823 
if Oysters one eos eco ove 4,876,000 21,200,600 
ts. 3. wits. 
{ 31,659 37,181 324,593 320,160 
VALUE. 
i £ £ £ £ 
5,025 4,695 $7,191 36,176 
ime fish not separately distinguished a 16,648 7,260 87,154 57,880 
Total prime fish ... 95,079 90,742 675,469 654,355 
Cod 23,785 21,143 274,888 248,813 
Haddock 103,401 99,325 || 1,080,396 | 1,036,231 
. 21,466 27,989 101,074 129,506 
: Halibut 25,615 24,966 154,103 139,055 
Herrings <8 2,942 56,180 130,016 129,359 
33155 || 213,998 | 227,647 
eco eee 2,898 4,183 4,385 5,966 
} 86,709 72,529 605,048 569,795 
cheii’ 16 1,972 2,684 
separate! distinguished, ex 
Total. 504,125 464,987 || 3,830,228 | 3,713,470 
Shell fish :— 

Crabs 5,665 6,102 55,211 60,535 

wed” 26,444 31,884 247,967 236,065 


» Total value of fish landed ... one «| 530,569 $96,871 4,078,195 3,949,535 


Norz.—The —_— —- subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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VIII.—FisHERY 


Sratement of the Toran Quantity and of the returned.as 
landed on the Scorcu Coasts during the Month and Eight 
Months ended 3lst August, 1899, compared with the corre- 
sponding Periods of the Year 1898. 


Eight Months ended 
August, ‘August. 
1809. | 1898. 1899. | 1898. 
QUANTITY 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Soles (Lemon Soles) ... 2,547 2,253 15,187 12,041 
Eel (Conger) ... oes 477 342 12,053 12,010 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill ase 7,926 5,939 44,59k 
Haddock one ove eee 59,004 53,668 478,085 $67,779 
Halibut . one ooo eee ose ee 2,199 2,51 19,623 20,96. 
Herrings ove oso ove 1,066,541 1,771,393 2,705,963 $,439,526 
i ooo 10,272 6,15. 141,320 100,640 
one ooo 1,928 1,419 4,196 4,706 
Saith (Coal Fish) on 8,571 7,125 89,863 95,337 
ose 2,971 1,861 71,653 63,466 
Sparling... ose oo 4 20 98 
‘orsk (Tusk) ose ose eos 576 403 9,996 7,97. 
Whiting... 4,689 2,739 37,041 24,617 
not separately excep’ 
fish ... one aba 4,956 3,508 45,613 40,172 
Total ... one ose oes 1,198,203 1,892,070 4,094,190 5,758,542 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
Crabs ... 151,847 122,590 2,460,689 3,088,057 
Lobsters ee 71,732 435,194 $30,212 
Oysters 2,200 256,177 185,465 
Cwts. ts. 
Other shellfish 4,278 43,004 336 
VALUE. 
£ & 
Soles (Lemon Soles)... ase 5.969 $,363 30,181 23,775 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill 9,010 6,619 64,715 $7,786 
Haddock soe 27,373 21,021 286,238 261,651 
467,54 295,086 943,505 898,037 
947 565 10,624 9, 
Sparling eve 20 80 41 $11 
Sprats ... ove 34 362 
(Tusk) .., 119 50 1,915 1,340 
ng tes 2,462 1,337 20,696 13,65§ 
Fish not separately distinguished, except shell 
Total .. ooo eve 534,081 347,770 1,642,727 1,518,868 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs ... 919 609 5,292 15,378 
Lobsters ove 3,736 2,706 23,274 20,107 
Oysters ese oes eee 6 1,013 708 
ams ooo 22 28 1,108 1,032 
Mussels oss 439 312 5,164 §,595 
Other shellfish .., ove eae 1,327 1,178 11,634 10,990 
Total 6,443 4,839 57,485 53,810 
Total value of fish landed 540,524 954,609 || 1,700,212 | 1,578,678 


Norr.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 


4 
+ 
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IX.—FisHery Sratistics.—IRELAND. 


Statement of the Toran Quantity and of the Fish returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Eight 
Months ended 31st August, 1899, compared with the corre- 
sponding Periods of the Year 1898. : 


Eight Months ended 
- August. August. 
1899. 1898, 1899. 1898. 
QUANTITY. 

; Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Soles “~* 580 342 2,112 2,284 
Turbot 254 206 7 1,316 

Total prime fish 834 548 3,079 3,600 
2,200 914 24, 40,801 
Haddock 1,867 1,203 10,596 13,514 
Hake ... 1,660 $,810 4,184 11,573 
Herrings... sie 7,903 15,015 57,961 
ting 1,715 748 13,818 03 
erel 5,244 $,995 391,126 371,840 
Fish not separately distinguished, except / 
Total 27,564 38,530 553,932 584,755 
: “a No. No. No. No. 

Cwts. ts. Cwts. ts. 

eae 1,148 950 12,296 13,690 

VALUE 

Soles .. 2,601 1,103 8,742 8,003 
Turbot ... 77 733 8,312 4,944 

Total prime fish c 3,378 1,836 12,054 12,947 
Cod. 1,449 502 12,775 15,310 
Haddock etx: 1,681 843 8,841 8,61 
3,199 3388 17142 18°68 

errings 1 88 9 
Ling ..... "380 6,669 
Mackerel 1,805 1,134 106,870 102,958 
Whi 829 456 4,579 3,499 

not separately distinguish except! 

shell fish 4 2,674 2,215 22,753 26,172 

16,922 12,309 194,228 197,417 

Shell fish :— 
iss 147 69 625 505 
58 - 473 333 
Total value of fish landed... ... 19,317 13,949 204,864 206,728 


Nore—The above oom are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 


7 
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X.—Corron Rerurns.—Aveust, 1899. 


Return of the Number of Bates of Corron Importep and Exporrep, 
Forwarpep from Ports to Intanp Towns, and Rerturnep to 
Ports during the Month and Eight Months ended 3lst August, 
1899, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1898. 


Month of Eight Months ended 
August, 3ist August, 
1899. 1898. 1899, 1898. 
IMPORTS. 
American 43,125 55,129 1,787,007 2,104,617 
Brazilian eee eee 899 1,139 1,632 18,984 
East Indian... eve 8,314 9,554 57,209 45,794 
yptian oo ee 19,928 11,744 272,820 243,977 
Miscellaneous ... 7,933 7,477 89,278 38,855 
Tat . ee 79,699 85,043 2,157,946 2,452,227 
Exports, 
American eee pan 29,244 15,280 285,451 191,650 
Brazilian... = 319 5,480 183 
East Indian 8,033 6,804 46,560 25,025 
Egyptian yas 8,068 3,117 64,078 65,295 
Miscellaneous 402 62 4,7&9 9,403 
Total Ren aes 45,747 25,582 406,328 293,556 
FORWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
American 176,777 181,768 1,803,629 1,826,196 
Brazilian . 2,833 848 13,98 15,658 
EastIndian ... 675 2,829 12,157 17,986 
Egyptian ine a 13,695 16,824 194,262 194,944 
i 5,258 4,921 51,213 57,212 
Total ... ppt 199,238 208,190 2,075,250 2,111,996 
: FORWARDED from INLAND Towns to Ports, 

American 290 259 2,620 3,049 

Miscellaneous ... ood 20 110 138 383 
Total... 310 369 2,758. 3,432 
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XI.—PexiopicaL REeruRNs oF Imports AND Exports, 


Statement of the Imports’and Exports into and from the under- 
“mentioned Countrizs in the latest Month for which .Returns 
~ have been received, with een the Period of the Year, 

ineluding such latest Month. | 


Note.—Par Vatuss: Franc=9yod.; Milreis = 4s. 6d. ; Lira = 
Gulden = 1s. 8d.; Lew = = 9,84. ; L. Egyptian = 0s. ; 


Dollar = 48. 2d. 
I,—Iurorrs. 
Value for the Month. for Period of the 
Name of Country. | Month. 
1899, 1898. 1899. 1898. 
France... July ...| Fs... 321,915,000 | 424,091,000 || 2,508,229,000 | 2,765,920,000 
Portugal April ...| Milreis.., 6,322,000] 4,049,000 || 17,939,000 | __14,371,000 
Italy July ...| Lire... 113,088,000 | 127,703,000 || 831,210,000 | 853,197,000 
Austria-Hungary ...| July ...| Gulden .., 63,120,000 | 66,334,000 || 462,256,000 | 499,634,000 
Bulgaria. | March ...| Lew ...  8,105,000| 8,202,000 |} 16,912,000 | __15,767,000 
Egypt... June ...| .., 748,000 777,000 4,998,000 | 4,956,000 
United States July ...| Dollars 60,153,000 | 50,984,000 || 448,598,000 | 377,245,000 
Mexico*+ ... May ...| 4,949,000 | 3,812,000 || 45,319,000 | 39,887,000 
British India...) May _...| Rupees...” 5,98,78,810 5,01,47,846 | 12,29,90,762 | 10,27,18,966 
II.—Exports. 
France... ...| ...| Frs.. .... 355,868,000 | 267,165,000 || 2,209,976,000 | 1,953,553,000 
Portugal... ...| April ...| Milreis 2,515,000 | __2,444,000 9,745,000 | 9,101,000 
Italy = July ...| Lire... 93,144,000 | 107,006,000 || 717,878,000 | 680,803,000 
Austria-Hungary ...| July ...| Gulden... 74,702,000 | 64,004,000 || 506,227,000 |~ 430,502,000 
Bulgaria... | March ...| Lew .... 6,420,000 7,874,000 11,990,000 | 14,015,000 
Egypt... June ... 903,000 838,000 7,058,000 | 6,381,000 
United States July ...| Dollars 94,939,000 | __ 72,525,000 |} 687,957,000 | 694,067,000 
Mexico*+ ... May 12,849,000 | 10,343,000 || 126,249,000 | 116,060,000 
British Indiat May ...| Rupees... 9,20,44,193 | 10,85,85,924 || 18,42,43,487 | 20,39,15,266 


‘and exports, except in- the case of 
dia, where the figures are “general.” 


Notr.—The fi 


gures are those of the ‘special’: im) 
Bulgaria, the United States, Mexico, and 


Special” means, in the case ‘of imports, imports for home in the case of exports, 
exports of domestic produce and manufacture only. 
~-~& Fneluding bullion-and specie. 
+ The values of the imports are stated i in gold, and those of exports in silver. The ag 3regate 
‘are for the fiscal year commencing Ist July. . 
_ 4 The aggregate figures are for the financ’al year commencing Ist April. 


" 
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XII.—Foreian oF Britis 


379 


IMPoRTS INTO BRITISH INDIA FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


“two! 1st April 
st May. 
-_- Increase. Decrease. 
1898. 1899. 
R R R R 
I.—Animals, living... 1,32,161 1,66,945 34,784 
II.—Articles of food and drink— - 
ugar 49,15 ,507 46,51,801 2,638,706 
Other articles... ... aon 69,20,877 11,68,375 
III.—Metals and Manufactures of— 
Hardware and cutlery ad 
cluding plated ware) 23,90,940 27,01,829 3,10,889 
Metals... 89,88,781 | 82,05,914 7,32,817 
Machinery and millwork ... 44,04,792 51,67,308 7,62,516 a 
Railway plant and rolling- 
stock (other than — 
ment stores) 30,30,390 62,44,424 32,14,034 
IV. —Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
ning mate 28,95,228 33,79,072 4,83,849 
V.—Oils— 
Mineral 56,62,473 59,12,691 2,50,218 
Otheroils .. 542,490 4,43,121 99,369 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles 36,07,363 58,09,308 22,01,945 
Vil.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cotton yarn ... eee, 49,21,435 45,93,767 one 3, 27,668 
Cotton piece goods ... ... | 3,91,83,480 | 4,91,60,395 99,76,915 
Other articles 1,51,73,104 1,84,64,935 32,91,831 
Total of all Imports ... | 10,27,18,966 | 12,29,90,762 2,02,71,796 ame 


. 
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XII.—Foreien Trade or British Inpia—continued. 


Exports OF INDIAN PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURE FROM Britisu 
Inpia TO ForeIGN CountRIEs. 


Two months, Ist April 
to 3lst May. 
Increase. Decrease, 
1898, 1899. 
R R R R 
I.—Animals, living ... 2,21,529 2,18,737 2,792 
H.—Articles of food and drink— 
Rice 3,14,29,255 2,44,70,393 69,58,862 
Wheat ... 3,95,02,517 1,11,18,407 2,83,84,110 
Tea 17,99,068 33,74,236 15,75,168 
Other articles... 74,88,388 1,27,27,282 52,38,844 
I1I.—Metals and Manufactures of ... 2,01,773 5,09,626 3,07,853 
IvV.—Chemicals, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 
tanning materials— : 
Opium 78,19,721 1,19,78,565 41,58,844 
Indigo ... 28,45,076 23,08,208 5,36,868 
Other articles... 22,94,784 26,05,525 3,10,741 
V.—Oils ... 14,24,133 16,37,020 2,12,887 ss 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles— 
Cotton ... 2,91,35,986 2,51,73,482 oo 39,62,504 
Jute 72,038,109 75,21,392 3,18,283 
Oilseeds 2,11,75,035 2,63,67,954 51,92,919 
Other articles... 1,68,40,820 1,83,07,453 14,66,633 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
man - 
Cotton yarn 1,09,34,128 | 1,18,18,583 8,84,455 x 
Cotton piece goods ... 14,10,221 17,46,407 3,36,186 
Other articles... 1,71,29,752 1,76,34,609 5,04,857 
Total of all Exports ... | 19,88,55,295 | 17,95,17,829 ois 1,93,37,466 


a 

| 

| 

| 
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XXX.—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIEs. 
Reports of the Annual Series, 1899, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, 


and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. - Price. 
2198 Trans-Caucasus (Agriculture—1898) ... 1d. 
2199 France eee (1897) ose 2d. 
2200 Brazil ove (Finances in 1898)... 
2201 Denmark (1897) 4d. 
2202 Khorassan__.. (1897-98) 1d. 
2203 Jeddah and Hodeidah ... (1897) A 
2204 Naples and Southern Italy (1898) ae - 2d. 
2205 Hawaiian Islands (1897) soe | 
2206 New Orleans ... (1898) 2d. 
2207 | Servia (1897-8) | 14d. 
2208 Yucatan (1898) das ld. 
2215 Ningpo eas 1d. 


2217 Jerusalem and Jaffa 

2218 Beira 

2219 Argentine Republic 

2220 Charlestown ... 

2221 Mozambique and Quilimane 
2222 Cherbourg... 
2223 Cadiz 
2224 La Rochelle ... 
2225 Pirzeus 

2226 Poland and Lithuania | 


NNN NNN NNN 

. 


2228 Pakhoi d. 
2229 Panama rom 13d. 
2231 Lombardy ... d, 
2232 Valparaiso... os | 
2233 Erzeroum ee | dd. 
2234 Calais bd. 
2235 Louren¢o Marques ” 2d. 
2236 Brest Py ld. 
2237 Baltimore ... ” ose 290. 
2238 Swatow eee eee ” eee 1d, 
2241 Leghorn on ” eee ooo | 
2243 Foochow ” ld. 
2244 Curagoa ese 2d. 
2246 Guayaquil ... ld, 
2247 Suakin ose ” 1d. 


ld. 
1d. 
2d. 
2d. 
1d. 
od. 
2d. 
14d. 
2d. 
4hd. 
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q List oF DipLomatic aND ConsuLaR REPorTs—ANNUAL 
SERIES.—continued. 
No. Place, Price. 
2248 | Wuchow (1898) sis ois Pig, 
2249 Chungking Cy 14d. 
i 2250 Bordeaux in? wes 3d. 
2251 Pondicherry and Karikal = con ld. 
2255 Odessa, Gs, 2hd. 
2257 Galveston... (1899) ld. 
4 2264 Batoum ° soo one 2d. 
2266 Amsterdam . ») 1d. 
2268 Genoa ke a 24d. 
| 2271 Switzerland ... (1897-98) - 
q 2272 Baden (1898) ld. 
2274 Elba Island .., 1d. 
2276 Saigon 1d. 
4 2279 Tunis dee (1898-99) 
| 2280 Ichang (1898) WA ld, 
2281 Amoy ove ° 1} 
i 2282 Bahia aS (1896-97-98) os | 
4 2283 Nice .. (1898) ood] 
2284 | Rio de Janeiro C 
q . 2286 Beirut and Syria ove (1898) ooo, | 
2291 Azerbaijan... (1898-99) 1d. 
2292 Congo (Returns, 1898) 1d, 
2293 Society Islands ope (1898) ld, 
2294 Bavaria (1898-99) won 
2295 Oregon, Idaho and Washington (1898) one eee | 24d. 
2297 | Hakodate... ld. 
2298 | Peru.. 21d. 
2300 New Caledonia” ‘ ld. 
2302 | Algeria 2hd. 
2304 Corea Ce) one R hd. 
2305 Roumania... = C») 
2306 Damascus ld. 
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List oF DIPLOMATIC AND CoNSULAR REPORTS—ANNUAL 


SERIES.—continued. 
No. Place. Price. 
2307 Chefoo bed (1898) os 3d. 
2308 Kiukiang owe ld. 
2309 Barcelona . eee ( ” eee eee 2hd. 
2310 Fiume erry ” 3 eee i 1d. 
2313 Santo Domingo 4) id. 
2315 Venezuela C4 soe | 
2317 Stockholm and Sweden CH) «| 23d. 
2319 Philippine Islands «|, 144. 
2320 Austria-Hungary 2d. 
2321 Belgium ose ” we 
2322 Borneo and Sarawak ... we 
2323 Dar-al-Baida ... (1897-98) |; 
2324 Canton (1898) ld. 
2325 Chinkiang... Cs, 7) Id, 
2326 Italy (Finances in 1899)... 2d. 
2327 British ‘Central Africa asp (1898-99) ode soe |). 
2329 Nicaragua ) one ld. 
2333 Madeira | one ld. 
2334 Mada’ Cw» ) a 1d. 
2335 Dantzig wee 2d, 
2337 Gothenburg... ast 24d. 
2338 Port Said and Suez aes ) 1d. 
2339 North Formosa. at (» lid. 
2341 Tainan ew. abe eo Id, 
2342 |. Riga... re vos | 
2344 Germany Cy) | 23d. 
2345 Stettin oe 3d. 
2346 Persian Gulf ... Cun 
2348 Kuingchow ... wide 1d. 


MISCELLANEOUS SERIES. 
The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives. abroad 
on subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued, 
and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. : Price, 


487 aan rads on Local Government and Finance in na 
Pruss 
488 | Italy. on the Mother-of-Pearl “Industry on the 


384. LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. -[Sept. 1899, 


List oF DipLomatic ConsuLAR REPORTS—MISCELLANEOUS 
SERIES.—continued. 


No, Price. 


489 Germany.—Report on the British and Westphalian Coal 
Trade at Hamburg in 1898 ... 4d, 
490 Germany.—Report on the Development of Commercial, 
Industrial, Maritime and Traffic Interests in Germany, 
1871 to 1898 | 
491 Belgium.—Report on Commercial Education ir Belgium Sos 4d, 
492 France.—Report on the French Fisheries on the Great Bank 
of Newfoundland and off Iceland ... 1d. 
493 Brazil—Report on the Colonies, Commerce and Finan- 
cial .Situation of the States of Parana and Santa 
Catharina, with some Notes on the Railway System and 
Finances of Rio Grande do Sul 4hd, 
494 Brazil.—Report on a Journey to the ‘Diamond Fields of 
Minas Geraesand Remarks on the Province of MinasGeraes| 2d. 
495 Denmark.—Report on Commercial Education in Denmark...| 1d. 
496 on Commercial Education in Switzer- 
lan ooo soe ove 
497 Goo: ameeert on Brown Coal Mining in the Rhineland.| 1d, 


498 Netherlands.—Report on Commercial Education in the 
Netherlands 4d. 

499 Italy.—Suggestions for the Development of British Trade 
with Italy 14d. 

500 Austria-Hungary. —Report on Commercial. Education in 
Austria ... 
501 France.—Report on Commercial Education in France oe | 2d. 
502 Japan.—Report on Commercial Education in Japan xb 1d. 
503 Italy.—Report on Commercial Education in Italy =e ld. 
504 United States.— Report on Commercial Education in U.S. ... 3d. 
505 France.—Report on Agricultural Education in France | 
506 Italy.—Exhibition at Turin in 1898 he 3d. 
507 United States.—Coal Mining in State of Illinois for 1898 .. 1d. 

508 Sweden and Norway.—Report on Commercial Education in 
. Sweden and Norway 1d. 
509 Switzerland.—British Trade with Switzerland... 2d. 

510 Brazil.—Report on matters of Commercial Intelligence 
relating to Brazil . 2d. 

51l Brazil.—Précis of an Article on the Cotton Spinning and 
Weaving Industries in Brazil nie 3d. 

512 Brazil._—Coffee Production in Brazil wae Consumption in 
the United States ... 4d. 

XXXI.—LIST OF ‘COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 


have been issued, and may be ang ra epee, Eyre & Spottis- ; 
eet Street, 


woode, East Harding Street, 
No. Place. Price. 
255 | Basutoland ... | | Bde 
256 | Newfoundland ooo} 1d. 
257-41 Cocos; Keeling and Christmas Islands... | 
268 British New Guinea... one ove ove, | 43d, 
259 | Bermuda ove ove ove 1d. 
261 Jamaica owe ove eve aos | 
262 Barbados she he ooo | 
263 | Falkland Islands | 13d, 


